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With great pleasure, I congratulate 
Vivekananda School of Law and Legal 
Studies (VSLLS) for coming up with the 
VIPSLAW Newsletter. This initiative adds 
to the great events imbued in my psyche 
in the 158th birth anniversary year of 
Swami Vivekananda Ji. Swami ji had 
said “Arise! Awake! And stop not, until 
the goal is reached.” The law school is 
marching on with this message. Through 
this initiative the recent achievements, 
developments and events concerning the 
law school and the legal field would be 
sent to all the stakeholders. This is indeed 
an outstanding exercise which would 
promote transparency and excellence. 
May Swami ji’s blessings be upon us all!

Dr. S.C. Vats

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
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As we step into the throes of a new decade, the Vivekananda 
School of Law and Legal Studies strives to put its best foot 
forward in the right direction by launching the VIPSLAW 
Newsletter. Law has become all-encompassing and the future 
will be a judicious confluence of law, science and technology. 
The popular acronym STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) may require Legal Darwinism and be 
appropriately called MELTS (Mathematics, Engineering, Law, 
Technology and Science) with Law being in the centre stage. 
In keeping with the objective of VIPS which is Man Making, 
Character Building and Nation Building, the newsletter will 
make an earnest effort to focus on Law and Life alike.
Congratulating the Dean of VSLLS for the launch of this 
intellectually stimulating newsletter, I wish the readers a 
pleasant reading experience.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

The year of pandemic turbulence started receding and we 
look forward to a peaceful and healthy new year. Of course, 
this did not undermine or deter our ability to communicate 
to the students by applying synchronous learning. The main 
goal of a newsletter is to share the updated information 
among all the stakeholders and general public. It is an 
excellent platform to express and provides an opportunity 
to share success stories, making a legal critique, update and 
enrich on contemporaneous legal issues. Law is a live wire 
and always in the state of flux. It is a challenging task to bring 
in a newsletter exclusively for the School of Law and Legal 
Studies. Facing and meeting the challenges is not a new thing 
for the Management and staff. One has to always remember 
that VIPS stands for uncompromised values. Let us stand by 
them. We, the staff of VSLLS(VIPS) are very much delighted 
and we welcome the move to bring in a NEWSLETTER.

Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao

MESSAGE FROM PROFESSOR EMERITUS

Prof. (Dr.) T.V. Subba Rao
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Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar

The Law School is glad to present the inaugural issue of the VIPSLAW 
Newsletter before you. The Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies 
was established in 2000 and since then it has been preparing students 
to serve the Bar- Bench and thus the society. Legal profession is the 
only profession which finds a place in the Constitution of India. Thus, 
inevitably, there are a lot of expectations from the legal profession. VSLLS, 
VIPS makes the sincerest of efforts to mould students into a responsible 
citizens. In our student centric VIPS system we do not restrict ourselves 
to the syllabus. With a combination of academic atmosphere,  vibrant 
culture and strong mentorship we are able to motivate our students to 
pursue excellence. VIPSLAW Newsletter is one of the humble efforts to 
unfold the progressive life of the law school. It is also aiming to receive 
your pat coupled with a critique to our students, alumni and faculty. 
As this is the first Issue of the Newsletter, therefore a review of the 
last years’ few events and achievements is given in this issue. We are 
fortunate to have constant guidance from Dr S C Vats, Chairman, VIPS 
and entire Management and Prof R Venkata Rao Chairperson and Prof 
T.V. Subba Rao Emeritus Professor. It is only due to their blessings and 
guidance that faculty and students of the law school are able to initiate 
with VIPSLAW NEWSLETTER.

MESSAGE FROM DEAN
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An Online Orientation programme was organised on 17th 
December, 2020 for the Batch of 2020. The event was blessed 
with the presence of Chairman VIPS, Dr. S.C.Vats, Chairperson 
Prof. Venkata Rao, Professor Emeritus Prof. Subba Rao, 
Principal Director, Prof. Anuradha Jain, Dean Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi 
Salpekar VSLLS and Prof. (Dr.) Shilpa Khatri Babbar, Director, 
Academic Excellence and Public Relation & Protocol. Dr 
S.C.Vats congratulated the students for securing admission in 
VIPS and reminded everyoneto follow the teachings of Swami 
Vivekananda Ji.
The Faculty members interacted with the students and apprised 
them with department committees and details of the upcoming 
session. The Convenors of various committees gave a brief on 
the societies and facilities available to them.

Life @Law School
WELCOMING THE BATCHES OF 2020!
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158th Birthday Celebrations of
Swami Vivekananda Ji

VIPS celebrated “National Youth Day” on Swami  
Vivekananda Ji’s 158th Birthday on 12th January, 
2021. A prayer had been organized to offer our deepest 
reverence to this Prophet and the pathfinder.
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Constitution Day Celebrations

For the past one year, VIPS has been celebrating the 70th Year of adoption of the Constitution 
of India. Various events have also been organised by VSLLS to increase the constitutional 
literacy among the students such as Quiz Competition on Constitutional Law. Every year the 
institute holds a Preamble recitation ceremony on the occasion of Constitution Day. This year too 
witnessed the celebration of Constitution Day with same zeal and zest as always.
The Constitution Day Celebration was organised on Thursday, 26th November 2020. Due to the 
pandemic, most participants were in attendance through Zoom. However, this did not deter the 
students whose enthusiasm was as high as ever!
Dr. S.C. Vats, Chairman addressed the attendees. Mr. Manan Kumar Mishra, Chairman, Bar Council 
of India was the Chief Guest. Prof R. Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS and VSES welcomed the 
gathering. Prof T. V. Subba Rao, Emeritus Professor and Dean, Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar also 
addressed the gathering on the Constitution of India.
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7th INTERNATIONAL LAW MOOT COURT COMPETITION

National Workshop on Emerging Contours of
Cyberspace and the Legal Regime

Moot Court Competition is an indispensable part of 
any Law School. VIPS believes in holistic development 
of the students not only from academic front but also 
in the practical field. Therefore, every year Moot Court 
Competition is conducted and this year the moot 
court problem was based on contemporary issues 
touching Public International Law and its various 
branches. The event saw participation of 61 teams 
from various law schools from across the country. 
The Inaugural session began on 5th October, 2020 
wherein Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao, Patron in Chief 
delivered the welcome address to our Chief Guest, Mr. 
Lalit Bhasin, managing partner, Bhasin & Co. and to all 
the participants from various parts of the country. The 
event took place for 6 days and the judges included: 
Professor (Dr.) Tamma Suryanarayan Sastry, Vice 
Chancellor of Tamil Nadu, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Law 
University, Professor (Dr.) A David Ambrose, HoD of 
Legal Studies, University of Madras & Professor (Dr.) 
Sanoj Ranjan, ITM University.
The event was a huge success and Rajiv Gandhi National 
University of Law, Patiala, secured the first position, 
and National University of Study and Research in 
Law, Ranchi secured the runner up position. The best 
memorial was awarded to Damodaram Sanjivayya 
National Law University, Vishakhapatnam.

Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies, VIPS in 
collaboration with The Legal Lens organized the Three 
days National Workshop on Emerging Contours of 
Cyberspace and the Legal Regime with the purpose of 
spreading Awareness among the countrymen about the 
virtual world around us i.e the cyberspace through the 
medium of Zoom and The Legal lens YouTube channel. 
Around 825 participants from different colleges 
of various streams, educationists, professionals, 
participated in the workshop which was arranged in 9 
sessions including seven technical sessions with seven 
themes spread over the period of three days from 3rd 
to 5th July 2020.
The event saw the presence of Dr. Prashant Mali, 
Advocate at Supreme Court of India, Dr Ashok Dhamija, 
Advocate, the Supreme Court of India, Prof. Dr TV Subba 
Rao (Emeritus Professor, VSLLS, VIPS), Dr. A Nagarathna, 
Associate Professor at National Law School of India 
University, Bengaluru, Mr. Neeraj Aarora, Advocate-On-
Record (AOR) Supreme Court of India, Dr. Pavan Duggal 
Advocate, Supreme Court of India Founder & Chairman, 
International Commission on Cyber Security Law.
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Online Faculty Development Programme on ‘Emerging 
Contours of Legal Education and Teaching Techniques’
Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies organised the Online FDP from 1st June – 
6th June 2020.The FDP saw the presence of eminent speakers: Prof. (Dr.) Amar Pal Singh, 
Dean, USLLS, GGSIPU who gave the inaugural address, Prof. (Dr.) T.V Subha Rao, Emeritus 
Professor, VSLLS, VIPS, Prof (Dr) Alladi Subrahmanyam, Former Principle V.R Law College, 
Nellore, Andhra Pradesh Prof (Dr.) Manoj Kumar Sinha, Director ILI, Delhi Ms. Shruti Bedi, 
University Institute of Legal Studies, Panjab University, Chandigarh, Prof. (Dr.) V. Sudesh, 
Professor & Principal, University Law College, Bangalore University, Bengaluru, Prof. (Dr.) 
Usha Tandon, professor, Campus Law Centre, University of Delhi, Delhi, Dr. K Parmeswaram, 
Associate Professor, Gujrat National Law University, Gandhinagar, Dr. Snehal Fadnavis, 
Principal, Govindrao Wanjari College of Law, Nagpur, Prof. G.S. Bajpai, Registrar, NLUD, Dr. 
Vishnu Koonorayar , HoD, Associate Professor, Centre for Post-Graduate Legal studies, TERI 
School of Advanced Studies, Delhi, Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao, Mr. Suneet Vats, Vice-Chairman, 
VIPS, and Prof. Vijender Kumar gave the valedictory address.
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3rd VIPS - Maadhyam National
Virtual Mediation Competition

Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies in 
collaboration with Maadhyam organised the 3rd VIPS 
– Maadhyam National Virtual Mediation Competition 
from 27th to 30th August 2020. Thirty- two (32) 
teams of premier law institute from all across the 
country participated in the Competition. 500 students 
of VSLLS, VIPS volunteered their contribution to its 
successful organisation. The final round was judged 
by Hon’ble Mr. Justice G.S. Sistani (Former Judge, 
Delhi High Court), Sh. Rajeev Dutta (Sr. Advocate/ Sr. 
Mediator), Ms. Sadhana Ramachandran (Advocate/ 
Sr. Mediator). The Chief Guest for Valedictory 
Ceremony was Hon’ble Chief Justice Ms. Gita Mittal, 
J&K High Court.

The 1st position for Best Mediators was jointly 
shared by Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad and 
Symbiosis Law School, Pune. The 1st position for 
Best Mediating Pair was awarded to University 
School of Law and Legal Studies, GGSIPU. The 
runner up position for Mediating Pair was awarded 
to Amity Law School, GGSIPU and the best team 
was awarded to Symbiosis Law School, Pune.
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National Virtual Workshop on ‘Erudition of Intellectual 
Property Rights in Contemporary Era’

Webinars
Conducted

Hon’ble Justice Pratibha M. Singh, Judge, High 
Court of Delhi, inaugurated the Three-day 
National Virtual Workshop on ‘Erudition of 
Intellectual Property Rights in Contemporary 
Era’ from September 17, 2020 to September 
19, 2020.
The technical sessions were headed by 
Prof. (Dr.) V.K. Ahuja, Professor of Law and 
Joint Director, Delhi School of Public Policy 
& Governance, University of Delhi, Dr. Alka 
Chawla, Associate Professor, Campus Law 
Centre, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi. Mr. 
G.R. Raghavender, Joint Secretary, Department 
of Justice, Ministry of Law & Justice; Dr. 
Lisa Robin, Associate Professor, GGSIPU, Mr. 
Chander M Lall, Senior Advocate, Supreme 
Court of India. More than 100 participants 
participated in the workshop.

Challenges make you ready to serve the Nation: 
Shri. K.C. Mittal, Chairman, Bar Council of Delhi

In a Webinar organised by VSLLS Centre for Criminal Law 
and Administration Shri K.C Mittal, Chairman, Bar Council 
of Delhi, encouraged students to take up the challenges. 
He said that it will make students strong and capable 
to serve the legal profession and thus, the Nation. More 
than 500 students participated in the Webinar. Prof. (Dr.) 
Venkata Rao. Chairperson. VSLLS & VSES, Prof. (Dr.) T.V 
Subha Rao, Emeritus Professor, and Faculty of Criminal 
Law were present in the Webinar.
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IPR Day 2020
On the Occasion of World 
Intellectual Property Day (26 
April), the IPR Cell of VSLLS 
conducted the webinar on 
Intellectual Property Rights. The 
key Speakers for the Event were: 
Dean Ms. Megan M. Carpenter, 
University of New Hampshire, 
Franklin Pierce School of Law, New 
Hampshire, Mr. Gaurav Miglani, 
Managing Partner, Worldwide 
Intellec and Ms. Tania Sebastian, 
Assistant Professor, School of Law, 
Vellore Institute of Technology, 
Chennai.

Impact on International Trade 
amidst Covid-19 Pandemic
A webinar was conducted by VSLLS 
on ‘International Trade law and 
Policy amidst Covid-19 Pandemic 
& Beyond.’ The session was taken 
by Prof. (Dr). Raj Bhala, Professor 
at the University of Kansas School 
of Law where he is the inaugural 
Leo S. Brenneisen Distinguished 
Professor of Law. The webinar was 
moderated by Mr. Aaditya Vikram 
Sharma, Assistant Professor, 
VSLLS. Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salepkar, 
Dean, VSLLS, welcomed the guests.

In commemoration of 70 Years 
of adoption of Constitution of 
India

Smt. Anjana Prakash, Senior 
Advocate, High Court of Patna, 
Bihar gave a lecture to student 
and Faculty members on ‘reforms 
required to strengthen the Indian 
Judiciary’ on 8 May, 2020.
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Lecture on Immoral Trafficking 
and Related Crimes

The esteemed Guest Speaker Mr. 
Ramesh Gupta (Senior Advocate) 
indulged the students in a 
meaningful and very informative 
webinar on ‘Immoral Trafficking, 
Prostitution and Slavery’ 
conducted by VSLLS. It saw the 
presence of Law of Crimes Faculty 
members and more than 300 
students.

Two Day National Webinar on 
“Fundamentals of Arbitration” and 
Realism and “Humanism: Duties 
of Legal Professionals” conducted 
by VSLLS in collaboration with 
Maadhyam International - Council 
for Conflict Resolution

The Topic of ‘Fundamentals of 
Arbitration’ was moderated by Mr. 
A.S. Chandhiok, Senior Advocate/
Arbitrator/Senior Mediator and 
President, Maadhyam. The guest 
speakers for the session were 
Mr. J P Sengh, Senior Advocate/
Arbitrator/Senior Mediator and 
Secretary General, Maadhyam and 
Ms. Neelam Rathore, Advocate/
Arbitrator/Mediator and Joint 
Secretary, Samadhan – Delhi High 
Court, Mediation and Conciliation 
Centre. Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, 
Dean, Vivekananda School of Law 
and Legal Studies, VIPS delivered 
the welcome address.

The topic ‘Realism and 
Humanism: Duties of Legal 
Professionals’ was taken by Mr. 
A.S. Chandhiok, Senior Advocate/
Arbitrator/Senior Mediator and 
President, Maadhyam. Prof. (Dr.) 
R. Venkata Rao, Chairperson, 
Vivekananda School of Law 
and Legal Studies(VSLLS) and 
Vivekananda School of English 
Studies(VSES), (VIPS) delivered 
the welcome address.
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Vivekananda School of Law and 
Legal Studies in collaboration with 
PRIME JURIS, Law firm organized a 
webinar on “ Litigation Techniques 
post Covid 19” The guest speakers 
were Ms. Geeta Luthra, Senior 
Advocate, Additional Advocate 
General Govt. of Haryana and 
Mr. R.S. Goswami, Member of the 
Bar Council Of Delhi, Chairman 
Enrollment Committee. The 
webinar also had the presence of 
Prof. Dr. R. Venkata Rao, Chairman. 
VSLLS and VSES, VIPS along with 
Dr. Rashmi Salpekar, Dean of 
VSLLS, VIPS and Mr. J. Ravindran, 
Associate Dean, VSLLS, VIPS.

FACULTY FORUM LECTURES
Under the aegis of Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS & VSES, and Emeritus Prof. (Dr.) T.V. 
Subha Rao, and the guidance of Dean, VSLLS, Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Saltpekar, law school has initiated ‘Ftaculty 
Forum Lectures’ in the month of November 2020 to boost research and learning skills. So far, four such 
sessions have been conducted. Until now, the following faculty members have participated- Prof. (Dr.) 
Rashmi Salpekar, Dr. Payal Jain, Ms. Samriti, Ms. Anchal Mittal and Ms. Manan Dardi. The most recent 
presentation dated 20 January 2021 was given by Prof. Salpekar on the topic ‘International Responsibility 
and the COVID-19 Pandemic.’

VALUE-ADDED COURSES DURING THE CRUCIAL TIMES OF COVID-19
VSLLS proudly organised the value added courses on varied topics. These courses give an additional 
learning skills in the chosen field of study. VSLLS has conducted five Value added courses in crucial times 
of Covid-19. Around 400 participants/academicians attended the Course. Around 100 legal luminaries 
addressed the participants. It includes, but is not not limited to:

 Environmental Governance on 20 June, 2020 – 13 July, 2020- Ms. Amita, Convenor along 
with members Ms. Insha Goel Vats, Ms. Mohita Yadav and Ms. Kanchan Lavania

 1. Justice Swatanter Kumar 
  Former Chairperson, NGT & Former Judge Supreme Court of India

 2. Prof. Gitanjali Nain Gill 
  Faculty of Business and Law Northumbria School of Law, Northumbria University UK

 3. Dr. Vishnoi Konoorayar 
  HOD & Associate Professor TERI, New Delhi

 4. Sh. Manuj Bhardwaj 
  Head of Climate Governance and Energy Policy Advisory BSM Legal advisers & 
  Strategy Consultant s LLP.
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 Legal Drafting & Client Counselling on October 2019 -June, 2020- Ms. Avneek Kaur, 
Convenor

 1. Ms. Manjeet Arya, 
  Additional Public Prosecutor, DHC.

 2. Barunesh Chandra, 
  Advocate & Founding Partner, August Legal

 3. Mr. Ravi Singhania, 
  Managing Partner, Singhania & Partners

 Gender, Law and Society on June 19,2020- June 29, 2020- Dr. Garima Singh, Convenor

 1. Prof. Shruti Sadolikar, Vice Chancellor, Bhatkande Music Institute, Lucknow.

 2. Prof. Krishna Menon, Dean, School of Human Studies, Ambedkar University, Delhi.

 3. Ms. Nandini Gore, Senior Partner, Karanjawala and Company Advocates.

 4. Prof. Rajyalakshmi, Honorary Professor of Law, Andhra University.

 International Relations, Law and Politics on 8 June, 2020- 18 June, 2020- Dr. Rumi Roy, 
Convenor

 1. Dorodi Sharma

  Designation: Inclusive Development Officer at International Disability Alliance, 
  Geneva, Switzerland.

 2. Regina Paulose 
  International Criminal Law Attorney, Executive Director, Common Good Foundation, USA

  The Courses were designed by the Faculty Members and the students of Law assisted the 
  convenor in the successful organization of the Value Added Course.

 Legal Know-How for Startups on 26 June, 2020- 31 July, 2020- Dr. Asheetu Bhatia Sarin

 Singhania & Partners LLP and VIPS

 1. Subhrangshu Sanyal (CEO-IIM Calcutta Innovation Park)

 2. Arjun Anand (Partner S&P LLP)

 3. Saurav Panda (COO Digi-Prex )

 4. Rudra Srivastava (Partner S&P LLP)

 5. Rohit Jain (Senior Associate S&P LLP)

 6. Ms.Bhawna Sharma (Head-Patents & Design/ IPR S&P LLP)

 7. Mr. Arvind K Singhal ( Chairman, Tecknopak Advisors)

 8. Mr.Ravi Singhania ( Managing Partner, Singhania &Partners LLP)
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ADDITION TO VIVEKANANDA SERIES 
OF PUBLICATIONS

In an effort to enhance its research output, VSLLS, VIPS has come out with a series of publications. 
These include 32 case study manuals. In furtherance of the same, Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar and Mr. 
Aaditya Vikram Sharma co-authored a book titled “The Parliament Sessions of 2019: A Descriptive 
Study of the Bills Presented/Passed.” [ISBN: 978-81-945640-

0-3]. The book was released by Prof. (Dr.) Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS and VSES, VIPS and Prof. 
(Dr.) Manoj Kumar Sinha, Director, of the Indian Law Institute, Delhi during the VIPS Online Faculty 
Development Programme, held on 1-6 June, 2020.

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF INDIA’S MESSAGE 
TO THE CHAIRPERSON FOR SUCCESSFUL PUBLICATION OF 

VIPS STUDENT LAW REVIEW (VOL.2)

The Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies (VSLLS) published the 
second volume of its law journal, the VIPS Student Law Review in January, 
2021. The peer reviewed journal has been garnering strength in the country 
for its scholarly inputs on contemporary issues. Students of VSLLS assisted 
the editorial board of the journal. Notably, the Attorney Journal of India, Mr. 
K.K. Venugopal has congratulated VSLLS for the successful publication of this 
volume. The AG said that-

“During the winter vacations last month, I had the opportunity to go through 
Volume 2 of the VIPS Student Law Review which you had sent across. I must 
congratulate you and the Editorial Committee for publishing a journal of such 
high calibre. The articles cover a wide-range of topics and I have no doubt that 
the journal would serve as a great resource for students and professionals alike. 
That it was published during the Covid-19 pandemic without any compromise on 
quality is a feat in itself.”

STUDENTS OF VSLLS APPOINTED 
AS CAMPUS AMBASSADORS FOR ELECTIONS

VSLLS has appointed Ms. Apoorva Sharma and Ms. Chitwan Bansal (both students 
of the seventh semester) as Campus Ambassadors of SVEEP Activities mandated by 
the Election Commission of India. SVEEP is an acronym for the “Systematic Voters’ 
Education and Electoral Participation program.” The campus Ambassadors shall be 
engaged for various SVEEP activities/programmes of election commission to enrol 
left out electors (especially the youth), organize national voters day (NVD) and to 
inspire the voters in general and youth in particular to come forward to exercise 
their Right to Vote.
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ALUMNI CORNER

Four VIPS Students crack Delhi Judicial Services (2019)
The Delhi Judicial Services (DJS) Result was declared on 18th 
December, 2020. Four alumni of VIPS have cleared the exam 
and shall be joining the prestigious service. They are Deeksha 
Madaan (Rank 3), Disha Singh (Rank 7), Garima (Rank 10) 
and Payal Singhal (Rank 30). Our students are already part of 
judicial services throughout the country in states such as Delhi, 
Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand and so on. In the past two years, 21 
alumni have cracked the exams. Till date, 41 students of VIPS 
have joined the judicial services across the country.

Student of LL.M. passes the National Eligibility Test
The VSLLS Career Guidance Committee conducted special classes of LL.M. students for the National 
Eligibility Exam (NET). By passing this UGC mandated test, candidates become qualified to join any 
educational institution in the country at the rank of Assistant Professor. Ms. Shraddha, who attended 
the coaching given by VSLLS cleared the National Eligibility Test (NET) in her first attempt. This is a 
proud moment for us all.

Alumnus appointed as Research Fellow

Bhumika Billa has been appointed as an honorary research fellow 
by the Singapore Management University. Bhumika graduated 
with BA LLB (H.) from VIPS in 2018 as a University gold 
medallist and first-class LL.M. from the University of Cambridge 
as a Cambridge Trust Scholar in 2020. Her book “Anti-Dumping 
in the Globalised World” was launched by the Ministry of 
Commerce last year and has been used for government capacity-
building across the world. She represented VIPS and India at 
various international platforms including Harvard University, 
ICC Paris, and The Negotiation Academy Vienna.

Alumnus of VSLLS have been panelled at Various prestigious 
places. Mr Nishant Anand (Batch 2008-13) is empanelled at 
Delhi State Legal Services Authority, Patiala House. He is the 
youngest in the Family Court Panel. Mr Rishabh Jain (Batch 
2009-14) and Mr Anushashit Arya (Batch 2010-15) were 
empanelled as Legal Consultant in Delhi Police.
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GOLD MEDALLISTS AT VSLLS

STUDENTS NEWS
The students of Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies (VSLLS, VIPS) have overcome the biggest 
hurdle in the wake of the unprecedented situation of COVID-19 and have converted the COVID crisis 
into opportunity by bringing laurels to the institution by winning varied competitions.

MOOT COURT COMPETITIONS
The team comprising of Mr. Maanish Choudhary 
(speaker), Ms. Bhoomika Babbar (speaker) and 
Mr. Madhav Anand (researcher) (in the order of 
photographs) was adjudged as the Winner team along 
with the prize of Best student advocate by Ms. Bhoomika 
Babbar of the 1st edition of Asgar Khan Advocate 
National Online Moot Court Competition-2020 held 
from 28th-30th August, 2020. The competition 
consisted of 4 rounds and more than 40 teams from 
various prestigious colleges and institutes around the 
nation.

VSLLS, VIPS is proud of its heritage for producing a great number of gold medallists. Being an 
affiliated institution, the students of VSLLS appear in the end-term examinations conducted by the 
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University. The Gold Medal is appointed to the top scoring students 
at the end of their course. Thus, our students compete with all their peers in the University as well as 
the other affiliated colleges. The number of gold medals are a testament to the academic strength of 
the law school, as well as the acumen of our students. Till date, the following students have attained 
this laurel for VIPS-

• Gaurav Miglani 2005

• Neha Gupta 2009

• Girishika Singla 2010

• Gunjan Malhotra 2012

• Shubham Jain 2014

• Prachi Gupta 2015

• Pooja Yadav 2015 (LLM)

• Lavanya Bhangra 2016

• Deepali D Kumar 2016 (LLM)

• Tanvi Amlani 2016 (LLM) 1 year

• Kanchan Lavanya 2017

• Bhumika Billa 2018

Recently result of the final year of the batch 2015-2020 of BALLB and BBALLB and LLM was declared. 
Ms Soumya Punj has topped amongst five sections of the BALLB students at VIPS. Ms Srishti has 
topped amongst three sections of BBALLB students at VIPS. In LLM, Mr Saarthak Arora has topped 
amongst LLM students at VIPS.
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Law Curators organized its 1st Online Moot Court 
Competition, 2020 on 13th and 14th June 2020. 
A total of 32 teams participated from across the 
country. The final round proved to be a neck- to-
neck tough competition but our students – Ms. 
Riya Gupta and Ms. Sanya Pahouja (in the order 
of photographs) proved their metal via their 
spontaneity, confidence and legal knowledge by 
winning the best team award along with the best 
speaker award to Sanya Pahouja.

The team comprising of Rumana Lal and Samridhi 
Vats (in the order of photographs) was awarded 
Best Memorial award in Rem Jurist 1st National 
Moot Court Competition held on 25th June, 2020.

Ms. Astha Tyagi was adjudged Runner up in the 
Philomath National Virtual Moot Competition 
2020. The competition was organized by 
Philomath, in association with Chetan Anand 
& Associates and Rayat College of Law on 27th 
-28th June, 2020. Ms. Astha also conducted a 
refresher session for the police personnel of CISF 
in Jammu on 30 September, 2020 in light of the 
70th Anniversary of the Constitution of India.

NEGOTIATION COMPETITION

The team comprising of Mr. Shivam Issar and 
Ms.Shweta Shukla (in the order of photographs) 
was adjudged as the winner of the 2nd National 
Negotiation Competition organized by DY Patil 
University from 16th-18th December, 2020. 
There were 60 participants, out of which 8 were 
selected for the final rounds. There were separate 
problems for both the preliminary and final 
rounds based on property disputes and breach of 
contract respectively.
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DEBATE COMPETITION

Ms. Riya Gupta secured the second position in ‘Power 
to the People’, an Oxford Union format debate 
organized by The Literary and Debate Society of 
Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad on 10th and 11th 
July, 2020.

Mr. Arnav Vats secured the first position in 1st Online 
Battle-o-Words: A Turncoat Debating Competition 
organized by Amity University on the theme “China 
and its Impact upon Coronavirus”. The competition 
was organized from 8th-11th May, 2020.

YOUTH PARLIAMENT

Mr. Kartikay Puneesh was presented with the 
Secretary General Award at the Acuity National 
Youth Parliament held in September, 2020. The event 
was organized by World Cyber Security Forum in 
association with Aaghaz-e-Dosti.

QUIZ COMPETITION

The All India Bar Association organized Online Quiz 
Competition on Constitutional Law on 5th June, 
2020. Despite having a neck to neck competition, Ms. 
Ambika Gupta brought laurels to the institution by 
receiving the Certificate of Excellence.

JUDGEMENT WRITING COMPETITION
The team comprising of Mr. Maanish Choudhary 
(speaker) and Ms. Bhoomika Babbar (speaker) (in 
the order of photographs) brought laurels to the 
institution by winning the Honourable Mention out 
of the 123 teams from around the nation in the 2nd 
Inter-University Constitutional Law Judgment Writing 
Competition organized by the Constitutional Law 
Society, National Law University, Jodhpur in March, 
2020.
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FACULTY NEWS
PROF. (DR.) R. VENKATA RAO, CHAIRPERSON

Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS and VSE, VIPS has laid out the path for the rest of 
the institution by publishing a number of treatises on various facets of law during the COVID-19 
pandemic. These include-

• A book on Legal Essays by Prof. K. Gupteswar (edited by Prof.R.Venkata Rao), 2020.

• Fundamental Duties under the Constitution: A case for being responsible citizenship (co-author 
Dr. Prakash Sharma)- The Bar Association of India- The Constitution of India: Celebrating and 
Calibrating 70 years (compendium of articles Ed by Dr. Lalit Bhasin) published by Law and Justice 
Publishing co,2020, pp 189-203.

• Policing in Pandemic: Role, Response and Expectations-A Human Rights Perspective (co-author 
Dr. Prakash Sharma) published in Journal of National Human Rights Commission, India, Vol 
19,2020, pp 41-60.

Sir also published Book reviews for distinguished authors’ books such as Prof. R.V Chandrashekhar 
Rao, Salman Khurshid, Siddharth Luthra, Lokendra Malik and Shruti Bedi in renowned journals such 
as the Journal of Indian Law Institute. The books have been published by Cambridge University Press 
etc.

Sir has also delivered guest lectures in institutions across the country.

PROF. (DR.) T.V. SUBBA RAO, PROFESSOR EMERITUS
Prof. (Dr.) T.V. Subba Rao, Professor Emeritus, VSLLS, VIPS has to his credit various scholarly articles 
and is regularly invited as a guest speaker at various renowned institutions in the country. In 2020, 
during the pandemic, Sir delivered lectures across the country in FDP’s and in webinars. To name a 
few - 

FDP on “Freedom of Speech and Expression-some socio-political and legal dimensions”, Punjab 
University, Chandigarh [March 2020], FDP on “Teaching Techniques”, Indore Institute of Law [June 
2020], FDP on “Indian Constitution-A living Document”, Commissionerate of Collegiate Education, 
Government of Andhra Pradesh [August 2020], FDP on “Teaching Constitutional Law”, ICFAI, Tripura 
[June 2020], VIPS Online one week FDP on “Emerging Contours of Legal Education and Teaching 
Techniques”, VSLLS, VIPS Delhi [June 2020]

The webinars include but not limited to-

Lectures on “Fundamental Rights” in Maharashtra National Law University, Nagpur [April - May 
2020], a lecture in a webinar on “Discrimination of women in Marital relations, Karnataka State 
Law University [August 2020], a lecture on “Human Rights during Covid”, Himachal National Law 
University, Simala [August 2020], a lecture on “Emerging trends in Legal Education”, Navarachan 
University [September 2020] and a lecture in National Workshop on Emerging Contours of Cyberspace 
and the Legal Regime VSLLS, VIPS [3-5 July 2020].

DEAN OF THE LAW SCHOOL INVITED AS CHAIPERSON IN 44TH INDIAN SOCIAL SCIENCE 
CONGRESS

Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS, VIPS is designated as the Chairperson of the Juridical Science 
Research Committee of the XLIV Indian Social Science Congress. The 44th Indian Social Science 
Congress will be held between March 15-19, 2021 at Samrat Ashok Technological Institute, Vidisha, 
M.P. The theme of the congregation is ‘New Global Technological Society’.
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FACULTY AWARDED PHD
The following 5 faculty members have been awarded Ph.D. in 2020. The Management, VIPS and Law 
faculty congratulated all the awardees. Prof R Venkata Rao welcomed them to “club of doctors”!

Dr. J. Ravindran Dr. Sushila 
Sharma

Dr. Rumi Roy Dr. Nipun Gupta 
Jain

Dr. Srishty 
Banerjee

JUDGES AT MOOT COURT COMPETITIONS
• Prof.(Dr. Rashmi Salpekar presided as Judge in Regional 15th Henry Dunant Memorial Moot Court 

Competition at Nepal.

• Dr. Prakash Sharma presided as Judge for the 6th Prof. N.R. Madhava Menon SAARC-LAW Mooting 
Competition 2019-20 organized by Lloyd Law College (November 08, 2020).

• Mr. Aaditya Vikram Sharma presided as Judge for the Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court 
Competition, 2020- India Qualifying Rounds held at Amity University, Noida.

• Dr. Sushila Sharma judged the ‘1st National Moot Court Competition’ (Online) organized by MAIMS 
(November 27, 2020).

• Ms. Loveleen Sharma, presided as Judge in the Preliminary Rounds I and II of MAIMS 1st National 
Moot Court Competition, 2020 Department of Law, Maharaja Agrasen Institute of Management 
Studies (November 27, 2020).

• Dr. Deepti Kohli presided as Judge in Rem Juris 1st National Virtual Moot Court Competition (June 
20, 2020). She also judged 1st Law Curators Online Moot Court Competition held from 12th-14th 
June 2020.

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
• Ms. Ritika Juneja ‘Independence of Judiciary: A Reality or Merely Theoretical concept?’ published in 

International Journal for Legal Research and Analysis, (October, 2020).
• Ms. Gunjan Ahuja’s research article ‘Covid-19 and its affect on Competition Law Regime’ published 

in Indian Law Institute Law Review, (September 2020).
• Dr. Neeru Nakra authored “Coalition between Traditional Knowledge and Intellectual Property 

Rights: Probable Potentialities” chapter in book titled Intellectual Property Rights: Contemporary 
Development, Part VI (Thomson Reuters, 2020).

• Ms. Ritika Juneja contributed chapter ‘The Role of National Commission of Women in Protecting 
Women Rights’ in Women in Contemporary India: Issues and Challenges, 1st Edition, (ISBN Number- 
978-93-87047-53-2).

• Dr. Prakash Sharma ‘Atomic Energy in India: Legal Framework’ published in HPNLU Law Journal 
165-181 (2020).

• Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, ‘Research and Innovations NAAC and NEP 2020’, The Research Journal 
( Jan- Feb 2021).
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FACULTY PARTICIPATION AS RESOURCE PERSON/DELEGATE
• Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar was invited in various webinars and FDP’s, to name a few she was 

invited as a key - note speaker in National Online Lecture series on Jurisprudence, organized by 
ICFAI Law school, The ICFAI university dehradun. She was also invited as a resource person in 
FDP on Research Methodology and recent trends in Law and Management by Devi Ahilya Devi 
Vishwavidyalaya, Indore. She also spoke on Armed conflicts and Environment in National webinar 
on IHL and contemporary challenges organized by Indian law institute with ICRC.

• Mr. Aaditya Vikram Sharma presented a paper titled ‘Utilizing Artificial Intelligence and Big Data in 
Courtrooms and Law Chambers: Introducing a new wave of legal reforms in India’ in the National 
Webinar on Aatm Nirbhar Bharat - Shresth Bharat on 6th December, 2020 organised by the Guru 
Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi.

• Ms. Aditi Mann completed a month long Faculty Induction Programme from Ramanujan College, 
University of Delhi and a two month course on ‘India Art History’ from University of Oxford.

• Dr. Asheetu Bhatia Sarin participated in National Workshop on ‘HR Analytics’ (November 02-
07, 2020). She had also attended faculty development programme on ‘Essential Software Skill 
Training’ organised by IQAC in association with department of Media Studies, St. George’s College, 
Aruvithura.

• Ms. Ritika Juneja presented a paper titled ‘Access to Justice Amid Corona Virus’ at Geeta Institute 
of Law, Panipat (June 25,2020).

• Mr. Prakash Sharma was invited for delivering an Invitation Lecture at the Surendranath Law 
College, Kolkata to ‘Commemorate Law Day’ (November 28, 2020).

• Dr. Nipun Jain successfully completed Orientation Programme organized by Ramanujan College 
with an ‘A+’ grade and a score of 92% (September 01-30, 2020). She had also participated in 
various Faculty Development Programmes- ‘Emerging Contours of Legal Education and Teaching 
Techniques’ (June 02-06, 2020), ‘Intellectual Property Rights and Innovation Management’ 
organized by School of Law, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, School of Law & 
School of Mechanical Engineering in association with Daniel & Gladys advocate (June 21-26, 2020). 
Additionally, she attended workshop on ‘Design, Development & Delivery of E-content and online 
assessment organized by Institute for Development and Communication, Chandigarh, Haryana 
(July 20-25, 2020).

• Dr. Neeru Nakra presented a paper on ‘Changing Paradigm of Women Depiction in Advertising 
World’ in National Conference on Media Literacy and Communication for Sustainable Development, 
organised by VSJMC, sponsored by ICSSR, (December. 2020). She also attended Faculty Development 
Programme ‘Emerging Contours on Legal Education and Teaching Techniques’ organized by VSLLS 
(June, 2020).

• Ms. Gunjan Ahuja participated in various Faculty Development Programmes- ‘Emerging Contours 
of Legal Education and Teaching Techniques’ organized by VIPS (June 01-06, 2020), ‘Teaching 
Pedagogy and Research Skills Post COVID 19’ organized by JIMTEC (June 22-28, 2020). She had also 
participated in various webinars- ‘Impact of Covid 19 on Legal Education Sector and Its Responses 
Thereon’ organized by The Indian Law Institute, New Delhi & Association of Indian Law Institute 
Alumni (June 24, 2020) and ‘Research Matrix Impact Factor & h index’ organised by Indian Law 
Institute, New Delhi (July 22,2020).
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• Dr. Prakash Sharma was invited as a discussant in the ‘Twelfth Webinar on Police System India 
Series’ (October 07, 2020) and as a Resource Person in the ‘Sixteenth Webinar on Police System 
India Series’ (October 21, 2020) both conducted by Menon Institute of Legal Advocacy Training. 
He had also completed an Online-Refresher Course in Human Rights & Social Inclusion by UGC-
HRDC, Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi (September 07-19, 2020). In addition, he had participated in 
numerous Faculty Development Programmes- Induction Programme (June 26-July 24, 2020) and 
‘Managing Online Classes and Co-Creating MOOCS’ (July 25-August 10, 2020), both sponsored by 
Ministry of Human Resource Development under Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission 
on Teachers and Teaching at Teaching Learning Centre, Ramanujan College, University of Delhi, 
‘Teaching Pedagogy and Research Skills Post COVID 19’ by JIMS Engineering Management, Technical 
Campus (June 22-28, 2020), ‘Emerging Contours of Legal Education and Teaching Techniques’ by 
VSLLS (June 01-06, 2020), ‘Changing Facets of Contemporary Issues for Promoting World Class 
Research and Innovations in Law, Management and IT’ by Ideal Institute of Management and 
Technology (May 25-31, 2020).

• Ms. Sonia Maan has participated in various Faculty Development Programmes such as - 5 days online 
faculty development programme under the UGC-Stride project on climate change and environment 
legal protection conducted by Department of Law, School of Legal Studies, Central University of 
Tamil Nadu from 7th to 11th September 2020, FDP on ‘cyberspace and cybersecurity security’ 
organised by Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, School of Law in collaboration with 
Cyber Crime Clinic from 20th July-25th July 2020. She has also participated in refreshers course 
on Two weeks online Inter-Disciplinary (Law and Social Science Teachers) Refresher Course 
organised by Jagran Lake City University, Faculty of Law, Public Policy, Humanities; In Collaboration 
with the National Law Institute University, Bhopal from such as -28th July- 10th August 2020. She 
has successfully completed a two-weeks advanced certificate programme on “Dimensions And 
Implications of Intellectual Property Rights Laws In Contemporary World” from 13th July 2020- 
25th July 2020 organised by School of Law, Ideal Institute of Management and Technology.
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THINKING BOX

स्वामी वििेकवानन्द
-मधानस अग्रवधाल

स्वामी जी के आदर्शों को जीवन संकल्प बनवानवा ह ै

जीवन सफल बनवानवा ह,ै जीवन सफल बनवानवा ह ै

खुद पे अखंड ववश्वास रखनवा स्वामीजी ने बतलवायवा 
सबको सवाथ लेकर चलने कवा मवार्ग उन्होंने ददखलवायवा 

इधर उधर नवा ढँूढ कहीं तू, ईश्र तुझमें ही बसतवा ह ै
एक रवाह पकड़ कर उसपर जी जवान से चलनवा ससखलवायवा 

वबनवा मुडे़ अब पीछे हमको, आरे चलते जवानवा ह ै
जीवन सफल बनवानवा ह.ै..

र्सति, प्ेम और ववस्वार को उन्होंने बतलवायवा जीवन 
मृत्ु बतलवायवा उन्होंने ननब्गलतवा, दे्ष और संकुचन 

खुद की आत्वा को सबसे बड़वा सर्क्षक उन्होंने बतलवायवा 
उत्वाह, सवाहस, धैय्ग से ही महवान कवाय्ग हहोंरे सम्पन्न 

ववश् व्वायवामर्वालवा ह,ै खुद को मजबूत करते जवानवा ह ै

जीवन सफल बनवानवा ह.ै..

एक पंख से आसमवान में सचनड़यवा उड़ नहीं सकती ह ै
वबनवा मदहलवा सर्सतिकरण के दनुनयवा चल नहीं सकती ह ै

लैंवरक और सवामवासजक न्वाय कवा अमर संदेर् ह ैउनकवा 

सचंतन करने ववालहों को ही सचंतवा छू नहीं सकती ह ै
ददमवाग़ छोड़ अब हमको अपने ददल की सुनते जवानवा ह ै

जीवन सफल बनवानवा ह.ै..
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STILLNESS
-Mayank

O human fool! 
You are an intellectual, thoughtful being. 
But are you an evolved one? 
All this while you couldn’t learn to sit still. 
You talk of mental health and well-being? 
O human fool! 
You- a slave of your thoughts, 
would know profound wellness, 
if only you could see without movement of mind. 
If only you could learn to sit still. 
O human fool! 
Some nasty words thrown at you by someone, caused you all this agitation? 
You cooked up scenarios, imagined things, drove yourself to madness. 
If only you could put thoughts aside. 
If only you could learn to sit still.

O human fool! 
You have an itch to spring into activity. 
You live off constant stimulations- be it in the name of friends, family or hobbies. 
All that is fine, but- 
If only you could learn to sit still. 
O human fool! 
You gave your kid the smartphone, taught him to be restless. 
You talk about anxiety and depression? 
If only you could embrace the silence. 
If only you could learn to sit still. 
O human fool! 
You don’t know stillness
In all that disquiet and mental constipation, you talk of mental health and well-being? 
If only you could distance yourself from mind. 
If only you could learn to sit still.
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RECENT LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS 
IN LAW

NATIONAL
Central Vista and new Parliament Projects okayed

5 January, 2021
Supreme Court has made way for the high political significance Central Vista and new Parliament 
building projects that would create larger working space for efficient functioning of the country’s 
highest legislative wing and integrated administrative block for ministries and departments of the 
Union government in New Delhi.
The majority judgment, repelled concerted challenge to the change of land use under the city’s Master 
Plan, grant of statutory and other permissions as well as environmental and heritage clearances. 
The Apex Court further held that it is not legally binding upon the government to conduct a design 
competition for a project of this nature.

Rajeev Suri v. Delhi Development Authority & Ors. 05.01.2021

Fingerprints in absence of any substantive piece of evidence gives rise to benefit of doubt
5 January, 2021
Six accused persons were tried for having committed offences punishable under Sections 396, 412 of 
IPC and under Section 3(2)(v) of the SC/ST Act. The Trial Court had awarded the death sentence to 
the Appellant for offence under Section 396 IPC, while the two others were convicted and sentenced 
and remaining three were acquitted. The Allahabad High Court by its common judgment affirmed the 
conviction and sentence of death imposed by the Sessions Court.
The Apex Court observed that fingerprints lifted from the house of the deceased and in absence of 
any substantive piece of evidence, cannot be made the basis of their conviction. Holding that all three 
Appellants were entitled to benefit of doubt, the SC set aside the Orders of conviction and sentence 
recorded against them and set them free.

Hari Om @ Hero v. State Of U.P. 05.01.2021

Courts not allowed to interfere with the arbitral process beyond the ambit of the enactment, 
SC says, it leads to diminishing efficiency of the process in the Arbitral Code

6 January, 2021
The question which needs to be answered is whether the arbitral process could be interfered under 
Article 226/227 of the Constitution, and under what circumstance. In the instant case, the Bench made 
note that the Arbitration Act is a Code in itself, whereby the framework clearly portrays an intention 
to address most of the issues within the ambit of the Act itself, without there being scope for any extra 
statutory mechanism to provide just and fair solutions.
Respondent No. 1 has not been able to show exceptional circumstance or ‘bad faith’ on the part of 
the Appellant, to invoke the remedy under Article 227 of the Constitution. No doubt the ambit of 
Article 227 is broad and pervasive however, the High Court should not have used its inherent power 
to interject the arbitral process at this stage. Further held that if the Courts are allowed to interfere 
with the arbitral process beyond the ambit of the enactment, then the efficiency of the process will be 
diminished. Finally the Apex Court, while allowing the Appeal and setting aside the High Court Order 
held that the High Court erred in utilizTing its discretionary power available under Articles 226 and 
227.

Bhaven Construction thru Appellant Authorised Signatory Premjibhai K. Shah v. Executive Engineer 
Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam Ltd.& Anr. 06.01.2021
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Right to life to include right of being represented in the Courts
18 December, 2020
In a recent judgement, the Supreme Court re-emphasised that the accused had a fundamental right 
to be represented in the Court under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. This right is not limited 
to the appointment of a legal counsel for the accused but extends to right of being represented by 
the counsel in the Court. Thus, if the advocate is not available on the date of proceedings, the court 
cannot decide the case without the accused being represented for which the court can take the help 
of Amicus Curiae.

Subedar v. State of Uttar Pradesh, Criminal Appeal No. 886, 18.12.2020

Acceptance of a conditional offer with a further condition does not result 
in a concluded contract

6 January, 2021
A short question involved in this appeal was in connection to the Contract Act, 1872, whether the 
acceptance of a conditional offer with a further condition results in a concluded contract, irrespective 
of whether the offerer accepts the further condition proposed by the acceptor?
The Apex Court held that under section 7 of the Contract Act, acceptance of the offer must be absolute 
and unqualified and it cannot be conditional. In the instant case, in the response to the tender floated 
by the Respondent-Port Trust, the Appellant had submitted its offer conditionally subject to inspection 
being held at the Depot of the Appellant. This condition was not accepted by the Respondent-Port 
Trust unconditionally. The Respondent-Port Trust agreed to inspection at the Depot of the Appellant, 
but imposed a further condition that the goods would be finally inspected at the showroom of the 
Respondent-Port Trust. This Condition was not accepted by the Appellant. It could not, therefore, 
be said that there was a concluded contract. There being no concluded contract, there could be no 
question of any breach on the part of the Appellant or of damages or any risk purchase at the cost of 
the Appellant.

M/s. Padia Timber Company (P) Ltd. v. The Board of Trustees of Visakhapatnam Trust 
Through its Secretary Judgment

Disclosures made selectively to the media affect the rights of the Accused and 
the rights of victims’ families

17 December, 2020
Selective disclosures to the media affect the rights of the Accused in some cases and the rights of 
victims’ families in others. The media does have a legitimate stake in fair reporting. But events such 
as what has happened in this case show how the selective divulging of information, including the 
disclosure of material which may eventually form a crucial part of the evidentiary record at the 
criminal trial, can be used to derail the administration of criminal justice. The investigating officer 
has a duty to investigate when information about the commission of a cognizable offence is brought 
to their attention. Unfortunately, this role is being compromised by the manner in which selective 
leaks take place in the public realm. This is not fair to the Accused because it pulls the rug below 
the presumption of innocence. It is not fair to the victims of crime, if they have survived the crime, 
and where they have not, to their families. Neither the victims nor their families have a platform to 
answer the publication of lurid details about their lives and circumstances.

Naresh Kumar Mangla vs. Anita Agarwal and Ors., 17.12.2020 – SC
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Loan recovery calls do not constitute abetment to suicide

6 January, 2021

Nagpur bench of the Bombay HC, while quashing an FIR against a finance company employee, charged 
with abetment to suicide for demanding loan repayment from a borrower, observed that it was a 
part of the employee’s duty, at any stretch of imagination cannot be said to be any intention to aid 
or to instigate or to abet the deceased to commit suicide and cannot be said to have instigated the 
borrower to end life.

Rohit Nalawade v. State of Maharashtra

Mere offer to refund the consideration with interest doesn’t nullify 
the right to claim compensation

14 December, 2020

The Supreme Court in a recent judgment held that an offer to refund the consideration amount with 
interest by the flat developers would not disentitle a genuine flat buyer from claiming compensation 
for the mental agony suffered by him. The court upheld the decision of the National Consumer Dispute 
Redressal Commission providing compensation in the form of simple interest @ 7% per annum from 
the expected date for delivery of possession till the date on which the possession was actually offered 
to the allottees. The contention by the flat developers that an exit option in the form of refund of 
consideration with interest was offered to the flat buyer, was rejected by the court on the grounds 
that mere refund of consideration together with interest would not provide a just recompense to a 
genuine flat buyer, who desires possession and remains committed to the project. The court, in this 
case, established the right to claim compensation of the genuine buyers by differentiating them from 
the buyers who enters into contract of sale as an investor or a financier.

 Dlf Home Developers Ltd. vs Capital Greens Flat Buyers Association CA 3864-3889/2020, 14.12.2020
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Landlord-tenant disputes are arbitrable as the Transfer of Property Act 
does not forbid or foreclose arbitration

14 December, 2020
The 3-judge bench of the Supreme Court in overruled the ratio in Himangni Enterprises v. Kamaljeet 
Singh Ahluwalia wherein it was held that landlord-tenant disputes governed by the provisions of the 
Transfer of Property Act, 1882, are not arbitrable as this would be contrary to public policy.
However, landlord-tenant disputes covered and governed by rent control legislation would not be 
arbitrable when specific court or forum has been given exclusive jurisdiction to apply and decide 
special rights and obligations. Such rights and obligations can only be adjudicated and enforced by 
the specified court/forum, and not through arbitration.”
Landlord-tenant disputes are not actions in rem but pertain to subordinate rights in personam that 
arise from rights in rem. Such actions normally would not affect third-party rights or have erga omnes 
affect or require centralized adjudication.
An award passed deciding landlord-tenant disputes can be executed and enforced like a decree of the 
civil court.
Landlord-tenant disputes do not relate to inalienable and sovereign functions of the State. The 
provisions of the Transfer of Property Act do not expressly or by necessary implication bar arbitration.
Transfer of Property Act, like all other Acts, has a public purpose, that is, to regulate landlord-tenant 
relationships and the arbitrator would be bound by the provisions, including provisions which enure 
and protect the tenants.
A fourfold test for determining non-arbitrability of a dispute
(1) when cause of action and subject matter of the dispute relates to actions in rem, that do not 

pertain to subordinate rights in personam that arise from rights in rem.
(2) when cause of action and subject matter of the dispute affects third party rights; have erga omnes 

effect; require centralized adjudication, and mutual adjudication would not be appropriate and 
enforceable;

(3) when cause of action and subject matter of the dispute relates to inalienable sovereign and public 
interest functions of the State and hence mutual adjudication would be unenforceable; and

(4) when the subject-matter of the dispute is expressly or by necessary implication non-arbitrable 
as per mandatory statute(s).

However, these tests are not watertight compartments; they dovetail and overlap, albeit when applied 
holistically and pragmatically will help and assist in determining and ascertaining with great degree 
of certainty when as per law in India, a dispute or subject matter is non-arbitrable. Only when the 
answer is affirmative that the subject matter of the dispute would be non-arbitrable.
Vidya Drolia v. Durga Trading Corporation, 2020 SCC OnLine SC 1018, 14.12.2020

No additional charges can be levied on carry bags
12 December, 2020
The NCDRC, in a case upheld the decision of the State and District Commission stating that the 
charging of additional costs for the carry bags without any prior notice and information is an ‘unfair 
trade practice’ under Section 2(47) of the Consumer Protection Act of 2019. The Commission stated 
that imposing such charges at the time of billing without any prior notice forces the consumers to 
buy the carry bags which they otherwise wouldn’t and thus, takes away the right of choice from 
the consumers. The Commission also criticised the charges imposed by Big Bazaar as abuse of its 
dominant position.

Big Bazaar v. Ashok Kumar 2020 SCC NCDRC 495, 22.12.2020 
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Right to religion is not higher than the right to life

6 January, 2021

Hearing a PIL petition, Chief Justice Sanjib Banerjee orally remarked, “religious rites have to be 
subject to public interest and the right to life.” The right to religion is not higher than right to life. If the 
government has to take measures in a pandemic situation we will not seek to interfere.” The Bench 
comprising Chief Justice Banerjee and Justice Senthilkumar Ramamoorthy directed the government 
to look at the feasibility of conducting festivals and rituals at Srirangam Ranganathaswamy Temple in 
Tiruchirappalli district without compromising on COVID-19 protocol and public health. 

Rangarajan Narasimhan v. State of Madras and Temple Management, 
Srirangam Ranganathaswamy Temple, Madras High Court Judgment 06.01.2021

Arbitration clauses valid even if stamp duty not paid

11 January, 2021

Recently, the Supreme Court adjudicated upon the question- “Whether an arbitration agreement 
would be enforceable and acted upon, even if it is unstamped and un-enforceable under the Stamp 
Act?” It was held that the arbitration agreement would not be rendered invalid, un-enforceable or 
non-existent, even if the substantive contract is not admissible in evidence or cannot be acted upon 
on account of non-payment of Stamp Duty. It was held that since the arbitration agreement is an 
independent agreement between the parties, and is not chargeable to payment of stamp duty, the 
non-payment of stamp duty on the commercial contract, would not invalidate the arbitration clause, 
or render it un-enforceable, since it has an independent existence of its own. The view taken by the 
Court on the issue of separability of the arbitration clause on the registration of the substantive 
contract, ought to have been followed even with respect to the Stamp Act. The non-payment of stamp 
duty on the substantive contract would not invalidate even the main contract. It is a deficiency which 
is curable on the payment of the requisite Stamp Duty. 

M/s. N.N. Global Mercantile Pvt. Ltd. Vs M/S. Indo Unique Flame Ltd. & Ors , 11 .01.2021

Marital status of a daughter does not make any difference in law to her entitlement 
for seeking appointment on compassionate grounds 

15 December, 2021

Marriage does not determine the continuance of the relationship of a child with the parent, whether 
son or a daughter. Son continues to be a son both before and after marriage and a daughter also should 
continue to be a daughter both before and after marriage. This relationship does not get effaced by 
the fact of marriage, as marriage does not severe the relationship of the daughter with the parent. 
These relationships are neither governed nor defined by marital status. 

If the marital status of a son does not make any difference in law to his entitlement for seeking 
appointment on compassionate grounds, the marital status of a daughter should make no difference, 
as the married daughter does not cease to be a part of the family and law cannot make an assumption 
that married sons alone continue to be the part of the family. Therefore, the exclusion of married 
daughters from the ambit of expression ‘family’ in Rule 2(1)(a)(i), Rule 2(1)(b) and Rule 3(2)(i)(c) 
of the Karnataka Civil Services (Appointment on Compassionate Grounds) Rules, 1996 is illegal and 
unconstitutional being violative of Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution. 

Bhuvaneshwari V Puranik vs The State of Karnataka WRIT 
PETITION No.17788/2018 (S – RES) 15.12.2020
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INTERNATIONAL LAW NEWS

Australia initiates WTO dispute complaint against Chinese barley duties

21 December 2020

Australia has requested WTO dispute consultations with China concerning anti-dumping and 
countervailing duties imposed by China on imports of Australian barley. The request was circulated 
to WTO members on 21 December.

Cairn Energy wins tax arbitration against India

23 December 2020

The Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague has ruled that the Indian government was wrong 
in applying retrospective tax on Cairn. In its ruling, the international arbitration court said that 
Indian government must pay roughly Rs 8,000 crore in damages to Cairn.

Immunities and Criminal Proceedings (Equatorial Guinea v. France) 

11 December 2020

The Court delivers its Judgment on the merits of the case. The Court finds that the building at 42 
avenue Foch in Paris has never acquired the status of “premises of the mission” within the meaning 
of Article 1 (i) of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, and that France has not breached 
its obligations under that Convention.

Arbitral Award of 3 October 1899 (Guyana v. Venezuela) 

18 December 2020

The Court finds that it has jurisdiction to entertain the Application filed by Guyana in so far as 
it concerns the validity of the Arbitral Award of 3 October 1899 and the related question of the 
definitive settlement of the land boundary dispute between Guyana and Venezuela.
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