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FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
The Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies (VSLLS) presents the collective issue
of the VIPSLaw Newsletter for the months of April and May 2021. VSLLS is working
tirelessly to maintain an environment of intellectual curiosity towards its spirited
students. The world is facing the challenge in the form of COVID-19. Fear, uncertainty,
and gloominess have become prevalent in the world. However, the meticulous faculty
members and students of VSLLS are keeping the wheels of our law school in motion.
The novel coronavirus has proved that life works in mysterious ways. Unprecedented
lockdowns or severe restrictions have brought a change in every sphere of life. Many
questions have arisen. Are we the victims of COVID-19, or shortage of medical facilities,
or are we victims of an unhealthy body or an unhealthy mind? What failed to control the
situation – the leadership of the Government or the undisciplined behaviour of the
individuals? Amidst this deadly pandemic, we lost members of our VIPS fraternity. VSLLS,
VIPS witnessed an irreparable loss of two torchbearers, Prof. (Dr.) Neeru Nakra and Dr.
Deepti Kohli. Life changed for all of us within a span of hardly a month. The memory of
Prof. Nakra and Dr. Kohli will always remain etched onto our hearts.
In these trying times, our thoughts and prayers go out to all the affected stakeholders,
including the alumni, faculty members, students, non-teaching staff members and
readers of the VIPSLaw Newsletter. Dr. S.C. Vats, Chairman, VIPS, Mr. Suneet Vats, Vice
Chairman, Mr. Vineet Vats, Vice Chairman, and all the members of the Management of
VIPS stood by us amidst this crisis. Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS & VSES
and Prof. (Dr.) T.V. Subba Rao, Professor Emeritus, showed us the path to accept life as it
is and to move ahead.
Swami Vivekananda had said, “Arise! Awake! And stop not, until the goal is reached!”
Adhering to this dictum, VSLLS is continuing with “man-making, character building and
nation-building”. On this note, we hereby present the April-May issue of the VIPSLaw
Newsletter and thank all our contributors, readers and stakeholders who have supported
us.
Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar
Dean, VSLLS, VIPS

-2-

Vol. 1, Issue 4-5

VIPSLaw Newsletter

April-May 2021

IN REMEMBERANCE
With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform the demise of two of our cherished
faculty members, Prof. (Dr.) Neeru Nakra, Professor, VSLLS and Dr. Deepti Kohli,
Associate Professor, VSLLS.
PROF. (DR.) NEERU NAKRA
Professor

Prof. Neeru Nakra played a crucial role in VSLLS. She had been teaching law for 21 years
and her journey at VSLLS began in 2006. She taught a wide range of subjects from
intellectual property rights, which was her area of expertise to family law, a subject which
was very close to her heart. She had contributed several articles to the journals of national
repute, presented papers in national and international conferences and authored three
books. Apart from being the Chairperson of ICC(SH), she was an active member of Board
of Studies, GGSIPU, Academic Council, VIPS, Convenor of VIPS Legal Aid Centre, VIPS,
VSLLS Career Counselling, Training, Internship and Placement Committee and VSLLS
Alumni Engagement Committee. Prof. Neeru was also the Convener of VSLLS Centre for
IPR. Prof. Nakra was recently honoured by the World IP Forum and added to their list of
“Powerful Women in IP India, 2021.” She will always be remembered as an illustrious
Professor. Her diligence was only surpassed by her wisdom.
DR. DEEPTI KOHLI
Associate Professor

Dr. Deepti Kohli joined VIPS in 2006 and dedicated 15 years of her service to the
Institution. She was a strategic thinker, a visionary who was brilliant, innovative and
creative. She has taught various subjects including Law and technology, Legal ethics and
court craft, among others. Her legacy at VSLLS has many aspects, but one of the most
enduring is her contribution to the foundation of Advocates’ Legion, the moot court
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society of VSLLS. As the convenor, she introduced various moot court activities along with
training sessions, including: Intra Moot Competitions, International Moot Competitions,
Mock Trials, Bail Argument Sessions, Arguendo- Freshers’ Moot Competition, Memorial
Writing Competitions and Judgment Writing Competitions. She was also an active
member of the VIPS Academic Council, the disciplinary committee, the admission
committee and the sports committee. Along with that, she was also the Convener of the
Coordination Committee of the NAAC. Recently, she also co-authored a book on
Intellectual Property Rights. We will always cherish the memory of her enthusiasm, hard
working capabilities, skilfulness and well-disciplined life. Her pioneering efforts will go a
long way to benefit our law students.
CONDOLENCE MEETING
VIPS organized virtual condolence meetings on 29 April and 18 May, 2021 respectively
to offer prayers to Prof. Neeru Nakra and Dr. Deepti Kohli. It was organized by Dr. S.C
Vats, Chairman, VIPS, Mr. Suneet Vats, Vice-Chairman, VIPS, Mr. Vineet Vats, Treasurer,
VIPS, all members of the Management, Prof. (Dr.) R Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS &
VSES, Prof. T.V Subba Rao, Emeritus Professor, VSLLS, Prof. Sidharth Mishra, Chairperson,
VSJMC and VSIT, Prof. (Dr.) Anuradha Jain, Director, VIPS, Prof. (Dr.) Shilpa Khatri Babbar,
Professor and Director (Academics Excellence and Public Relation & Protocol), Prof. (Dr.)
Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS, Dr. J Ravindran, Associate Dean, VSLLS and all the faculty
members. The Deans, Directors of the various schools and Departments of VIPS alongwith
the COO, VIPS were also present. Professors of the parent university Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University, Delhi were also present in the condolence meeting. Former
colleagues and employees of VIPS also attended the meeting including Prof. (Dr.) Rajni
Malhotra Dhingra, Professor and Principal, MAIMS, Prof. (Dr.) V. Sudesh, Professor,
Bangalore University and Dr. Rachna Chaudhary, Associate Professor, Ambedkar
University, Delhi.
The solemn gathering drew a large number of attendees who joined to pay their respects
and offer condolences. They included Prof. (Dr.) V.K. Ahuja, Vice Chancellor, National Law
University and Judicial Academy, Assam, Mr. Vinay Gupta, Additional District and
Sessions Judge, Delhi, Mr. Siddharth Luthra, Senior Advocate, Prof. (Dr.) S.C. Raina,
Professor, University of Delhi, Prof. (Dr.) Manjula Batra, Dean and Professor, Delhi
Metropolitan Education, Prof. (Dr.) Geetanjali Nain Gill, Professor, Northumbria
University, UK, Dr. Alka Chawla, Associate Professor, University of Delhi, Mr. Vipin
Aggarwal, Visiting Adjunct Professor, VSLLS, Ms. Shreya Arora Mehta, JSCC-cum-ASCJ,
Delhi, Mr. Virek Aggarwal, Civil Judge (Junior Div.), Sambhal and Mr. Apoorv Bhardwaj,
Metropolitan Magistrate, Delhi. The alumni of VIPS also joined us to pay homage to the
two beloved faculty members.
Dr. S.C. Vats, Chairman, VIPS declared that to preserve and cherish the memory of the two
noble souls, annual events of VSLLS would be named in their honor. Further, the
Chairman, VIPS also stated that their portraits would be preserved in the passage to the
Library of the Law School.
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LIFE@LAW SCHOOL
Faculty Forum Lecture -VI
The Vivekananda School of Law & Legal Studies organized the Sixth Faculty Forum on 16
April, 2021. The topic was “Covid Vaccine and Liabilities under Indian Legal System”.
Faculty members Dr. Nipun Gupta Jain, Ms. Richa Srivastava, Ms. Insha Goel Vats, Ms.
Ritika Juneja, Ms. Sonia Maan, Ms. Chhabi Ojha Malik and Ms. Himanshi Babbar made the
presentations. The presenters discussed the impact of the second wave of the pandemic
on humanity worldwide, the recent innovations and discoveries in the field of
development of COVID vaccines and the liabilities of State Governments under Indian
Legislation for the procurement and supply of COVID vaccines to the public. Prof. R.
Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS & VSES, and Prof. T.V. Subba Rao, Emeritus Professor,
VSLLS, encouraged the presenters to house this collection of views in a research
monograph. Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS and the presenters consented for
the same. The event was coordinated by Dr. Payal Jain and Ms. Samriddhi, Assistant
Professor(s), VSLLS.

UGC NET Preparatory Classes
VSLLS successfully concluded the lectures on UGC NET preparatory classes on 10 May,
2021. An initiative of VSLLS, the classes began on 17 February, 2021, and continued for
11 weeks. The batch included students from VSLLS and outside the institution. As per
the feedback received from the students who attended the classes, they found all the
lectures very useful and requested to conduct more such lectures for coming batches as
well. The special classes were conducted by the Competitive Examination Guidance
Centre, VSLLS, under the able guidance and coordination by Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar,
Dean, VSLLS, Dr. Deepali Vashisht and Ms. Ankita Kumar Gupta, Assistant Professor(s),
VSLLS, along with Dr. J Ravindran, Associate Dean, Dr. Navjeet Sidhu Kundal, Dr. Tushita
Sharma, Dr. Rumi Roy , Dr. Nipun Gupta Jain, Ms. Gunjan Malhotra Ahuja, Ms. Priya
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Bhatnagar, Ms. Upmashree, Ms. Rajni Kheria, Mr. Sarvesh Sharma, Ms. Kanchan Lavania,
Ms. Manan and Ms. Richa Gupta. The initiative was inaugaurated on 16 February, 2021
with an Orientation session where Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao, Chairperson VSLLS & VSES,
Prof. (Dr.) T. V. Subba Rao, Emeritus Professor, VSLLS, addressed the students and
motivated them to take up the exam. Both distinguished professors explained to them the
importance and value of the course as well as the exam. Afterwards, Dr. J Ravindran,
Associate Dean VSLLS, VIPS and Dr. Neeru Nakra, Professor, VSLLS also guided the
students. The vote of thanks was given by Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS, VIPS,
where she informed the students that the Competitive Examination Guidance Centre
VSLLS, VIPS has been extending a helping hand to the students to prepare for the
competitive examinations by conducting these UGC NET preparatory classes. She also
talked about the importance of UGC NET and other competitive examinations for a career
in Law.
Appointment of Student Editorial Board Members to the VIPSLaw Newsletter
The VIPSLaw Newsletter
Editorial
Board
inducted
its
first
set
of Student Board Members in May 2021. For the appointment of student members, a
notice was issued to all batches on 13 April, 2021. After a thorough scrutiny, a final list
was prepared through which the students were appointed. An orientation meeting was
conducted where Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS and Editor-in-chief, along
with Faculty Editors Mr. Aaditya Vikram Sharma and Ms. Sonia Maan, guided the student
members with respect to the functioning of the board and their duties and
responsibilities as Student Editors. The Student Editorial Board members are Apoorva
Sharma (Semester VIII), Ambika Gupta (Semester VI), Ishita Goel (Semester IV), Pragya
Sharma (Semester IV), Shubhi Pandey (Semester IV) and Vidhi Gupta (Semester II). The
Board and Faculty Members congratulate the student members for their appointment
and wish them all the best.

(From L-R) Apoorva Sharma, Ambika Gupta, Ishita Goel, Pragya Sharma, Shubhi Pandey and
Vidhi Gupta.
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Value Added Course on ‘Legal Drafting and Client Counselling’
VSLLS organized it’s 1st session and 2nd session on ‘Civil Litigation Drafting’ on 22 May,
2021 and 3rd session on ‘Drafting of Legal Instruments’ on 27 May, 2021 as a part of the
Value-Added Programme on ‘Legal Drafting and Client Counselling’. The sessions were
conducted by Advocate Amandeep Kaur and Advocate N. Swaminathan. The audience
comprised of 88 students from across the semesters of law school. The speakers
enlightened the participants with the art of drafting plaint, written statements,
replications, caveat and other legal instruments. The sessions were coordinated by Ms.
Avneek Kaur Sethi, Convener and Ms. Ritika Juneja, Co-Convener under the guidance of
Prof. Dr. Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS, VIPS.

Webinar- Study Law in the United Kingdom
The Career Counselling, Training, Internship and Placement (CCTIP) Committee, VSLLS,
VIPS, in collaboration with SI-UK conducted a webinar on the topic, ‘Study law in the UK’
on 28 May, 2021. SI-UK is supported and trained directly by UK universities and has
decades of experience helping students in finding a place in their desired university. The
target group were the penultimate and final year students of VSLLS. Ms. Priya Bhatnagar,
Assistant Professor and Faculty Convener, CCTIP, Ms. Honey Bhatia, Assistant Professor
and Faculty Co-Convener, CCTIP and Student Coordinators Saumya Tripathi and Vinayak
Uniyal were the coordinators for the webinar. Ms. Priya Bhatnagar commenced the
session by introducing SI-UK. Three international universities participated in the
webinar- the University of Essex, the University of Bristol and the Brunel University,
London. Ms. Honey Bhatia marked the end of the session by thanking the participating
universities for guiding the students of VIPS. VIPS. The session was also attended by
faculty members of CCTIP Ms. Ritika Juneja, Ms. Sonia Maan, Ms. Ritika Chauhan, Ms.
Chhabi Ojha Malik, Ms. Amrita Jha, Ms. Gunjan Malhotra and Ms. Ravneet Sandhu.
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VSLLS students placed in reputed Law Firm
The Career Counselling, Training, Internship and Placement Cell of VSLLS, VIPS has
placed three students of the 2016-2021 Batch – Ms. Ankita Mahajan, Mr. Bhavya Jain and
Ms. Prachi as Associates in Areness Law Firm. We congratulate the students and wish
them all the best!
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ALUMNI NEWS
Alumnus appointed as Legal Advisor at Philips India Ltd.
Mr. Gautam Kawatra, an alumnus of 2015-2020 batch has been appointed as a Legal
Consultant at Philips India Ltd. The same was announced by the Career Counselling,
Training, Internship and Placement Cell of VSLLS, VIPS.

STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS
VSLLS student receives ‘Special Mention Award’ in Model United Nations

Ms. Lakshita Khurana, Semester IV, VSLLS, participated in the International Model United
Nations (IMUN) Online Conference edition 51.0 which was conducted from April 3 to April
4, 2021. Ms. Lakshita Khanna, a student of Semester IV, who was allotted Latvia as the
country vehemently argued on the topic Gender equality and existence of gender
discrimination globally and proved her mettle via her spontaneity and confidence by
receiving Special Mention Award. Ms. Khurana followed this up by participating in the
IMUN Online Conference edition 55.0 and 56.0 from May 1 to May 2, 2021 and May 8 to
May 9, 2021, respectively. In these instances, Ms. Khurana brought laurels to the institute
by receiving Special Mention Award and the Verbal Mention Award.
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Student adjudged 2nd Best Speaker in National Debate Competition

Mr. Sarthak Miglani, Semester VII, VSLLS, participated in the 6th Subharti and Unmukt
Bharat National Debate Competition-2021 organised by the Sardar Patel Subharti
Institute of Law, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. The topic of the debate was “Using Religion and
Caste as Card during Election Campaign is Blocking the way to Uniform Civil Code” and
the event was held from April 12 to April 14, 2021. The competition witnessed
humongous participation of teams. Mr. Miglani exhibited a stellar performance and won
the award of 2nd best speaker.
Student bags ‘Certificate of Merit’ in Constitutional Law Quiz

Ms. Ambika Gupta participated in a Virtual Quiz Competition on Constitutional Law
organised by the “Virtual School for Personality Development and Professional Skills.”
The event took place on April 7, 2021 in which more than 700 teams participated. Ms.
Ambika Gupta scored maximum points in the Constitutional Law Quiz Competition and
brought laurels to the institute by receiving Certificate of Merit.
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PUBLICATIONS
Ms. Anhad Chaitya, Semester X, has authored a research paper titled “Role of
United Nations in Peacekeeping” in International Journal for Legal Research and
Analysis bearing ISSN: 2582-6433.
Ms. Kunika Tomar, Semester VIII, has contributed a research paper titled “Legal
Personality of Robots” in the book Artificial Intelligence and Law published by
DME Law School, Noida. (ISBN 978-81-949395-1-1)
Mr. Sparsh Goyal, Semester VIII, authored a chapter “Risks and benefits associated
with mobile banking technology” in a book titled Global Thoughts and Opinions
edited by Hon’ble Justice A.K. Sikri and Prof. Dr. N.K. Chakrabarti having the ISBN
No. 978-81-947778-5-4.
Mr. Sankalp Mishra, Semester VIII, authored a chapter “Jurisdiction of The
International Tribunal for The Law of The Sea: An Objective Analysis” in a book
titled Global Thoughts and Opinions edited by Hon’ble Justice A.K. Sikri and Prof.
Dr. N.K. Chakrabarti having the ISBN No. 978-81-947778-5-4.
Samriddhi Sanga and Astha Dhawan, students of Semester VI, published an article
titled “Femtech Apps: A Stratagem for Data Exploitation and Commodification of
the Female Body?” published on May 22, 2021 in The Daily Guardian.
Ms. Somya Jain, Semester VI, has authored research paper titled “Community
Contact Tracing- A Progressive Path” in the book Global Thoughts and Opinions edited
by Hon’ble Justice A.K. Sikri and Prof. Dr. N.K. Chakrabarti bearing ISBN
Number: 978-81-947778-5-4.
Mr. Romit Sahai, Semester VI, has contributed following research papers with the
title: “Missteps in Managing the Menace of Multiplicity in Arbitral Proceedings”
published in NUALS Law Journal (Vol 26 Issue 1, ISSN Number 2319-8273), “The
Formidability of a Menstrual Leave Policy” published in NLIU - Journal of Labour
& Employment Law (Vol 1 Issue 2) and “How the Insolvency Bankruptcy Code
Resurrected the Start-up Regime in India” published in Amity Law School Delhi
Student Journal (Vol 10, ISSN 2249 4421).
Ms. Lakshita Khurana, Semester IV, has authored a research paper titled “Day care
for Senior citizens in India” on the blog run by the NGO Home for Humaneness.
Mr Somik Jindal, Semester IV, has contributed a research article titled “Article 21
of the Indian Constitution: An In-Depth Analysis” to an online portal Legal Service
India.
Mr. Shubham Sharma and Mr. Idhaant, Semester IV, have contributed a research
article on the topic “Analysing the Constitutionality of Preventive Detention Laws”
to the iPleaders blog.
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FACULTY NEWS
Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar was invited as a speaker to deliver a guest lecture on the
topic “Dissertation Writing Skills”, organised by Thakur Ramnarayan College of Law,
Mumbai (April, 2021). Prof. Salpekar was also invited to be the Resource Person for the
sessions conducted on 4–5 May, 2021 in a 5 days’ Workshop on “Research Methodology
for Dissertation”, organized by Department of Law, Dr. Ambedkar College, Nagpur,
Maharashtra.
Mr. Aaditya Vikram Sharma has published a paper titled “Domestic violence and intercountry child abduction: an Indian judicial and legislative exploration” in the Journal of
Private International Law. The paper was co-authored with Dr. Stellina Jolly, Sr. Assistant
Professor, South Asian University, Delhi. Mr. Sharma also participated in the 7th
International Academy of Astronautics Planetary Defense Conference (IAAPDC) hosted by
the United Nations Office on Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) in collaboration with the
European Space Agency (ESA). The virtual event took place on 26-30 April, 2021.
Ms. Aditi Mann has attended a one-week Faculty Development Programme on
"Historiography and Research Methodology" organised by Hansraj College, University of
Delhi from 19-24 April 2021. She also participated as a speaker in an international
Conference organised by the British Association of South Asian Studies, University of
Edinburgh, UK on the topic "Historicising Religious Centres" held on 21-24 April, 2021.
Ms. Mann presented a paper on 22 April, 2021.
Dr. Asheetu Bhatia Sarin has published a chapter in a book titled “Emotion, Cognition,
and Their Marvellous Interplay in Managerial Decision-Making”, published by Cambridge
Scholar Publishing on 13 April, 2021 [ISBN: 1-5275-6720-6/ISBN13: 978-1-5275-67207].
Dr. Deepali Vashisht has completed a four-week Induction/Orientation Programme for
“Faculty in Universities/Colleges/Institutes of Higher Education and attained grade “A.”.
The programme took place from 15 March to 14 April, 2021 and was organised by the
Teaching Learning Centre, Ramanujan College, University of Delhi under the aegis of the
Ministry of Education, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission on Teachers and
Teaching in collaboration with the Department of Mathematics, Ramanujan College. Dr.
Vashisht also participated in a webinar series on “Intellectual Property Rights: creating
value from intellect, innovation and invention” organised by the Department of Botany,
Maitreyi College, University of Delhi. The event took place on 20 April-24 April, 2021.
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Dr. Garima Singh has completed a One-week Faculty Development Programme on
“Historiography and Research Methodology”, organized by Mahatma Hansraj Faculty
Development Centre, Hansraj College, University of Delhi from 19 April – 24 April, 2021.
Mr. Narender Kumar attended a national workshop on “Writing Research Proposal” on
30 April, 2021. The workshop was organised by the Institute of Management Studies and
Research in collaboration with Chaudhry Ranbir Singh Institute of Social and Economic
Change, M. D. University, Rohtak.
Dr. Payal Jain was awarded the International Women's day Award on 6 March, 2021 for
her efforts in spreading legal awareness. The award was given on the occasion of
International Women's Day 2021. The event was organised by DSLSA and BJS. Dr. Payal
also presented a paper titled “A catastrophic approach on the implementation of SDG: An
emerging Trend” in the Young Researchers’ International Conference on Global Dynamics
and Emerging Trends: India And Europe organised by JNU and GGSIPU on 4-5 March, 2021.
Ms Ravneet Sandhu has successfully completed an online certificate course on
"International Water Law" from the University of Geneva on May 28, 2021. Previously,
Ms Sandhu also presented a paper titled “Incorporation Of Customary International Law
In Kishenganga Arbitration” at the 17th Asian Law Institute Conference on the 7th
November, 2020. The theme of the online conference was “Law and Justice in Asia.”
Ms. Ritika Chauhan attended a 7 days online Faculty Development Programme on
“Human Right in Contemporary India: Issues and Challenges” organised by the Centre of
Human Rights, Himachal Pradesh National Law University, Shimla from 5th -11th April,
2021.
Ms. Sonia Maan attended a 7 days online Faculty Development Programme on “Human
Right in Contemporary India: Issues and Challenges” organised by the Centre of Human
Rights, Himachal Pradesh National Law University, Shimla from 5th -11th April, 2021.
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THINKING BOX
Changing dynamics of copyrighting
-Apoorva Sharma
Semester VIII

The Intellectual Property Right of the copyright has been the saviour for all the creative
minds from a very long time. From the old time when the artistic or creative work was
just published in books or magazines or recorded and shot in established studios people
were getting the essence of artistic and creative world brought into tangible form through
hardcover-paperback books, paintings and artworks were only restricted to those
canvases hanging in the back of the bed and the music was available when recorded in
cassettes but the time has changed drastically. The creative work is now being published
on websites or blogs, Artistic work is showcased on social media platforms like
Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, Tiktok, YouTube etc.; and Artists are going Independent by
publishing and reproducing their talent on platforms like Spotify, Gaana, etc.
Now with going digital specially when the offline world has come to a standstill, the fear
of work being stolen/ copied/ passed off as someone else’s work is more than ever. The
fear has increased because of the increasing technologically savvy people who knows
their way around. Not only this but the audience people cater on social media is much
vaster and more diverse due to the common practice of one-click-share. Though the
Copyright Act, 1957 tried to protect the position even in the changing situations the
common law position of Fair Use that also comes within the section 52 of the Copyright
Act needs to be paid more attention to. A social media user needs to focus on whether
their unintentional activity of sharing would attract a copyright infringement action.
To define in its most broad sense, a fair use is any copying of copyrighted material done
for a restricted and “transformative” purpose, such as to comment upon, critique, or
parody a copyrighted work. Such uses can be done without authorization from the
copyright owner. This is basically used as a defence during any infringement suit where
the creator used someone else’s work but in an honest manner to create or reproduce the
work of their own. There are four factors that helps in determining whether there has
been a fair-use of copyright infringement. Firstly, it is checked whether the work is being
used for commercial or personal/ educational purposes. This element largely focuses on
whether the usage is commercial or non-commercial and if the usage is transformational.
If a usage is commercial, it is less likely to be fair use and if it is non-commercial, it is more
likely to be fair use. Transformative uses are those that contribute something new, with
a further aim or different character, and do not replace for the original use of the work.
Secondly, the nature of the work into. The question here is specifically whether the work
is creative or factual that is being copied. If someone uses a creative or imaginative work
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then it is less likely to support a claim of fair use because the creativity brings uniqueness
whereas if it is the use of a factual work would be more likely to support a fair use claim.
This factor also looks at the publication status of the copyrighted work. Thirdly, the
quantity of work and its relation with the work as whole is checked into. This factor
considers the amount of the copyrighted work that is being used. If the amount used is
less in relation to the copyrighted work it will favour the defence in fair use, but if the
work used is of significant amount, it will favour the copyright owner. The quantity and
quality of the work used is paid focus on. If the work copied depicts the essence of the
entire work, then the claim can go in the favour of copyright owner. Lastly, the effect of
using the work is seen. This factor focuses on the current and the potential harm the
copied work could cause to the original work.
On 27th April 2021 the European Commission staff came out with the report on the
protection and enforcement of Intellectual Property rights in third countries in which
India comes under “priority 2”. In the report the commission pointed out that the
Memorandum of DIPP in 2016 is a cause of concern because it is aiming to include all
online transmissions to be included within the purview of “broadcasting” under Section
31D of the Act. Not only European Commission but the USA chose to keep India in its
priority watch list for Intellectual Property protection and enforcement. They pointed out
that the problem and challenges faced by the creators due to prevalence of piracy online.
They also pointed out that the amendment rules 2019 neglected the Bombay High Court
Judgment of 2019 which held that all online transmissions cannot be covered within the
aspect of broadcasting. They want Indian Copyright laws/rules to be consistent with the
international standards. The broad area of certain exceptions has also raised concern
regarding the protection of copyright.
Thus, it can be concluded that Indian Copyright Act need multifaced changes and
amendments to meet with today’s globalized and standardized needs. The legislation
should not be focused on an inter-linked Copyright- IT Act provisions to provide specific
online copyright infringement cases. Easy to access Copyright and Fair Use Policies of all
the social media/ internet driven organizations for a common man to understand.
Appointment of Intellectual Property Counsel in all Online publishing platforms to look
into copyright infringement. Ease of registration for protection for International
Applicants is also something that needs to be looked into. It’s not denied that stating
solutions is much easier than actually implementing them but slow and steady progress
is the need of the hour.
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We Can Start Over Again
-Vanshika Harishchandra
Semester IV

Everything was so normal
And it was an ordinary day
When suddenly something happened
And everybody’s life got put on a stay
Nobody expected that it would impact
everybody’s life so badly
When they just heard of its name
But who knew what was the real game?
Yes! The game of nature
Life is so unpredictable
Some days we are happy and some days
there is only sorrow
And pain
But hey we can start over again!
The young minds full of aspirations who
just entered the
College with the positive vibe
Had no clue that those few months
would be the last few
Months of a normal life
Time flew away so fast, don’t know how
more time it will last
We can’t change the reality
So better to accept it and show
solidarity
People are struggling and many of them
have lost their lives

So, instead of worrying and cursing our
monotonous life
We should thank God for giving us food,
shelter and every
Basic thing to still live a good life
Every day is an opportunity for us to do
something which will
Add into achieving our goal
And to do something which will give
peace to our soul
I know staying positive on daily basis is
definitely a task
But not as big as wearing a mask
We need to find something positive and
praise the pretty little
Things in our life....right?
Because this habit will definitely make
our life blissful and
Bright
Keep believing in yourself, keep loving
yourself
Look up and never give up
Whether we gain anything today or
didn’t gain
No need to bother because the next day
We can start over again...!
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Quiz on Constitutional Law
1.The National Calendar was adopted by the Government of India on:
A) 15 August, 1947
B) 26 January, 1950
C) 22 March, 1957
D) 22 March, 1950
2.Which committee prescribed the setting up of a three-tier system of village panchayat
in India or the Panchayati Raj System?
A) Balwant Rai Mehta Committee
B) C. Rangarajan Committee
C) Swaran Singh Committee
D) Narsimhan Committee
3.Which was the first district in India to set up the Panchayati Raj System?
A) Ajmer
B) Nagore
C) Bikaner
D) Alwar
4.Which Indian landmark case law propounds the right against solitary confinement?
A) Olga Tellis and Ors. v. Bombay Municipal Corporation
B) Sunil Batra v. Delhi Administration
C) Mohini Jain v. State of Karnataka
D) Sheela Barse v. Union of India
5.Who amongst the following chairs the National Development Council?
A) The Home Minister
B) The Prime Minister
C) The President
D) The Education Minister
6. Which articles are referred to as the ‘Golden Triangle’ of the Indian Constitution?
A) Article 14, 15 and 21
B) Article 14, 15 and 19
C) Article 14, 19 and 21
D) Article 15, 19 and 21
7. Which Judge differed with the majority in the case of AK Gopalan V State of Madras?
A) Mehr Chand Mahajan
B) Harilal Kania
C) Sudhi Ranjan Das
D) Fazl Ali
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8. In which year was the National Human Rights Commission established in India?
A) 1993
B) 1994
C) 1995
D) 1996
9. Which of the following articles of Part III of the Indian Constitution cannot be
suspended during an emergency?
A) 14 and 21
B) 20 and 21
C) 21 and 32
D)15 and 21
10. Which of the following cases is also known as the Habeas Corpus case?
A) Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India
B) ADM Jabalpur v. Shivkant Shukla
C) Sunil Batra v. Delhi Administration
D) Jagmohan Singh v. State of Uttar Pradesh
Developed By:
Pragya Sharma, Semester IV and Vidhi Gupta, Semester II

Answers

1.C, 2.A, 3.B, 4.B, 5. B, 6.C, 7.D,
8.A, 9.B, 10.B
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DOMESTIC LAW NEWS
SPECIAL COVERAGE: THE INDIAN COURTS DURING THE PANDEMIC
As the second wave of the pandemic raged on, the Supreme Court and the High Courts
actively took cognizance and issued directions. Alongside the cases that were filed, the
courts also took suo moto cognizance. The following news items summarise the response
of the courts during the pandemicAs nation gasps for breath, Supreme Court calls for “even handed” distribution of
COVID essentials like oxygen, Remdesivir; asks Centre to submit a “national plan”
On 22 April, 2021, due to the sudden surge in the number of covid patients and mortality,
the nation witnessed a shortage of essential COVID resources such as Oxygen and drugs
like Remdesivir. A three judge bench of Chief Justice (as he then was) SA Bobde, Justice L.
Nageswara Rao and Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, took suo motu cognisance of the “grim”
situation of the country hit by the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic and asked the
centre to place before it a national plan for dealing with the supplies of COVID essentials
during Pandemic. [In Re: Distribution of Essential Supplies and Service during
Pandemic]
“Take Prudent Step to Ensure No Patient Loses Life in State Due to Cessation of
Oxygen Supply”: Chhattisgarh HC to Govt.
On 26 April, 2021, in a suo moto cognizance matter related to the tsunamic second wave
of the COVID-19 pandemic and the inadequacy in medical infrastructure to tackle the
same, a Bench of Chief Justice P. R. Ramachandra Menon and Justice Parth Prateem Sahu
directed the State Government to convene a meeting of all concerned personnel to take
stock of the situation as to the Oxygen supply/availability as on date and the imminent
future requirement. “Prudent steps shall be taken forthwith to ensure that no patient
loses life in this State, for cessation of supply of Oxygen”, the Court observed. [Suo Moto
PIL v. State of Chhattisgarh & Ors.]
“Stoppage Of Oxygen Tankers by One State Will Have Snowballing Effect”: Delhi
High Court Urges Rajasthan to Ensure Unobstructed Passage
On 27 April, 2021, pulling up the State of Rajasthan for detaining cryogenic tankers
moved by INOX from the State, a division bench comprising of Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice Rekha Palli observed that any intervention in the Central Government's plan for
supplying medical oxygen in the Country would be “tantamount to endangering hundreds
of human life, if not more.” The Court also went ahead to observe that it serves no purpose
for anyone to cause any obstruction in the smooth flow of the much needed medical
oxygen supply. [Rakesh Malhotra v. GNCTD]
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“Bail Order to Be Given Effect Only If Applicant Tests Negative for Covid-19”:
Gujarat High Court imposes Condition
On 27 April, 2021, as a measure of abundant caution and to prevent the spread of Covid19 infection in the State, the Gujarat High Court directed that those prisoners whose bail
pleas are allowed, should be made to undergo the Covid-19 Test. “It is only in the even
that applicant is tested negative, benefit of this order shall be given to him and he shall be
released on temporary bail,” the Court prescribed in at least seven bail orders.
"We Have to Shun Selfishness": Delhi High Court Appeals to Sellers Not to Resort
to Hoarding, Black Marketing of Oxygen Cylinders, Medicines
On 28 April, 2021, a division bench of the Delhi High Court comprising Justice Vipin
Sanghi and Justice Rekha Palli stated that “We, appeal to the good sense of the people,
including the sellers of necessary medicines and Oxygen, to not to resort to hoarding of,
and black marketing of Oxygen cylinders, Oxygen flow metres or medicines, and to make
them available to the needy people,” while hearing bunch of petitions concerning oxygen
shortage and covid 19 crisis in the national capital. The said remark came after the bench
took note of the issue of black marketing and hoarding of essential covid 19 medicines
and oxygen cylinders. “Hoarding of medicines or Oxygen cylinders/ flow metres leads to
artificial scarcity, to an extent which may not be there,” the Bench observed. [Bhavreen
Kandhari v. GNCTD]
“No Prisoner Be Denied Vaccination Merely for Not Having Identity Documents for
Registration on COWIN Portal”: Orissa High Court
On 28 April, 2021, a division bench of the High Court Orissa High Court comprising of
Chief Justice Dr. S. Muralidhar and Justice BP Routray, directed the State Government to
ensure that no prison inmate is denied vaccination only on the ground that the inmate is
unable to get registered on the COWIN portal. “Alternate arrangements should be made
to ensure that vaccination is not denied to such inmate,” it ordered.
Problems Faced by Orphanages, Old Age Homes & Centre for Disabled Persons
Due to COVID: Patna HC Directs State to Create Helpline Number
On 29 April, 2021, a Division Bench of Chief Justice Sanjay Karol and Justice S. Kumar
directed the Government of Bihar to forthwith create a dedicated Toll-Free Help Line
number for dealing with the problems arising out of the pandemic as may be faced by
Orphanages, Old Age Homes and Centres for disabled persons. [Parul Prasad v. State of
Bihar & Ors.]
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“Procured Only Out of Desperation and Need”: HC Directs Delhi Police to Release
Covid Medicines, Oxygen Seized from Possession of Patients or Attendants
On 30 April, 2021, a division bench comprising of Justice Vipin Sanghi and Justice Rekha
Palli directed the Delhi Police to immediately release Remdesivir or other covid drugs
and oxygen cylinders seized from the possession of patients or their attendants after
observing that they would have procured the same only out of desperation and in need.
It however directed that the police will be duty bound to conduct investigation in such
cases, cooperation of which shall be given by public at large. [Venkateshwar Hospital v.
GNCTD]
“Provide Green Corridors to Oxygen Tankers Involving Inter State Movement for
Timely Delivery to Save Precious Human Lives”: MP HC to State Govts
On 2 May, 2021, a division bench comprising of Chief Justice Mohammad Rafiq and Justice
Atul Sreedharan appealed to all State Governments and their respective Police and
Transport authorities for providing green corridors to the tankers carrying liquid medical
oxygen involving its inter-state movement to ensure timely delivery of oxygen at their
desired destinations.
OTHER JUDGMENTS
The Hon’ble Supreme Court in M/s Inox Renewables Ltd v. Jayesh Electricals Ltd (Civil
Appeal No. 1556 of 2021), on 13.04.2021 held that the parties have the authority to
change the seat of arbitration through a mutual agreement, further upholding the
contention of the appellants that an oral agreement between the parties and further
recording of the same in the arbitral award would be a valid agreement to change the seat
of arbitration. Referring to the case of BSG SGS Soma JV v. NHPC Ltd, the Apex Court,
reiterated that selection of the seat of arbitration by the parties is similar to the exclusive
jurisdiction clauses of agreements, and unless anything to the contrary appears in an
agreement, the venue of arbitration would be the seat of arbitration. It also stated that a
written agreement was not a necessity to change the seat of arbitration and that mutual
agreement between the parties was enough if it could be established by providing record
proof of such interaction.
In Asset Reconstruction Company (India) Limited v. Bishal Jaiswal, and Another, the
Supreme Court on 15.04.2021, reiterated that entries in balance sheets would amount to
an acknowledgment of debt to extend limitation u/s 18 of the Limitation Act. In Sesh Nath
Singh v. Baidyabati Sheoraphuli Co-operative Bank Ltd., the Court upheld the
application of section 18 of the Limitation Act on disputes arising under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Act (IBA) regarding section 238 A of IBA. The Supreme Court rejected
the argument that the balance sheet of a company cannot amount to an acknowledgment
of liability because the balance sheet is made under compulsion of the provisions in the
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Companies Act. They did so because, section 18 of the Limitation Act, 1963, requires that
the acknowledgment of liability must have been made in writing, but it does not prescribe
any particular kind of document for the same. So, the fact that the writing is contained in
a balance sheet is immaterial. Another reason which was cited was that although there is
a statutory compulsion to prepare the annual balance sheet, there is no compulsion to
make any particular admission. Moreover, a document isn’t excluded from the purview
of Section 18 of the Indian Limitation Act, 1963 (section 19 of the Indian Limitation Act,
1908) merely on the ground that it is prepared under compulsion of law or in the
discharge of statutory duty.
The Hon’ble Supreme Court in Forum for People’s Collective Efforts (FPCE) & Anr. v.
The State of West Bengal & Anr., on 04.05.2021, quashed an attempt by the TMC
Government to establish a parallel regime in relation to the regulatory arrangements of
the real estate industry, by declaring the West Bengal Housing Industry Regulation Act
(WB-HIRA), unconstitutional and in conflict with Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act (RERA), 2016. The Bench consisting of Justice D.Y. Chandrachud and
Justice M.R. Shah condemned the move of the WB administration by starting that, the
state law fits, virtually on all fours, with the footprints of the law enacted by Parliament.
This is constitutionally impermissible. They also pointed out that what the West Bengal
legislature had attempted to achieve was to set up its parallel legislation involving a
parallel regime.
The Manipur High Court in Nandita Haksar v. State of Manipur and Ors. on 04.05.2021,
permitted seven Myanmar refugees, who had illegally travelled to India following the
conflict which took place in Myanmar in February, in order to make it to New Delhi and
seek protection from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The High Court
remarked that although India is not a signatory to the UN Refugee Conventions, it is a
party to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966, both of which grant protections to
Refugees under their provisions. It also reiterated that even though India’s policy on
‘refugees’ remains rather opaque and asylum seekers are straightaway branded as
‘foreigners’, certain protections are guaranteed under Articles 14 and 21 of our
Constitution even to those who are not Indian citizens.
On 06.05.2021, the Supreme Court in the case of The Chief Election Commissioner of
India v. M.R Vijayabhaskar & Ors., pronounced its judgment wherein a tussle had arisen
between two Constitutional authorities- the Election Commission of India (EC) and the
High Court at Madras. The issue started when the High Court (HC) entertained a writ
petition under Article 226 of the Constitution to ensure that COVID-related protocols
were followed in the polling booths at the 135-Karur Legislative Assembly Constituency
in Tamil Nadu. During the hearings, the Division Bench of the HC allegedly made certain
oral remarks, attributing responsibility to the EC for the surge in the number of cases of
COVID-19, due to their failure to implement appropriate COVID-19 safety measures and
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protocol during the elections. These remarks were widely reported in the media. The EC
filed an appeal in the Supreme Court regarding two issues. Pertinently, the first prayer
concerned itself with giving directions to the media to only report the judicial record and
not oral observations. The second issue was w.r.t. not taking any coercive action against
EC officials against whom an FIR had been filed in Kolkata. A bench of Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud and Justice M.R. Shah adjudged that the media cannot be stopped from
recording what transpires in an open court. However, the Bench noted that it was always
important for judges to be cautious when making “off the cuff remarks.” Regarding the
second prayer, the Court noted that it “..was thoroughly misconceived. If an FIR has been
registered in Kolkata, the person aggrieved has recourse to remedies under the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1973. There are remedies under the law, including but not limited to
quashing under Section 482 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.” The Hon’ble Court
dismissed the appeal after making these observations.
The Kerala High Court, in Mat. Appeal No. 523/2019, on 18.05.2021, held that it is a
settled law that physical violence is not essential to constitute cruelty and mere bickering,
coldness, the austerity of temper, petulance of manner, rudeness of language, lack of
affection, trivial irritations, quarrels or normal wear and tear of the married life cannot
amount to cruelty either. One facet of Cruelty is Parental alienation, or the process in
which the intentional psychological manipulation of a child by one parent against the
other damages and estranges that child’s relationship with the other parent. The Court
noted that just as the child has a right to the love and affection of both parents, the parents
too have the right to receive the same from the child. Any act of one parent that
calculatedly denies this right to the other parent by alienating the child from them is
guilty of causing mental cruelty, and hence is a ground for dissolution of marriage u/s
13(1) (a) of The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.
In another noteworthy decision, the Punjab & Haryana High Court, in Soniya and Anr v.
State of Haryana and Ors. on 18.05.2021, stated that even though live-in relationships
may not be acceptable to everyone, but it cannot be said that such relationships are illegal
or that they constitute a crime. Justice Jaishree Thakur made this observation in a case
involving a live-in-relationship pair, both of them are majors and opted to engage into
such a relationship and had decided to approach the Court seeking protection of their life
and liberty as against the threats made by the women's relatives.
The Hon’ble Delhi High Court, in RAAJ UNOCAL Lubricants Ltd. v. Apple Energy Pvt. Ltd.,
on 25.05.2021, stated that, Anti-suit injunctions are granted to bring to a halt the
prosecution by one or the other party before the Indian Courts of the proceedings
pending in a Foreign Court, this is because courts do not have appellate or supervisory
powers across political boundaries. Such injunctions do not stay the proceedings before
the Foreign Court but merely restrains the party before the Indian Court from continuing
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the proceedings in the Foreign Court. It is a directive to the concerned party before the
Indian Court and not a direction to or interference with, the Foreign Court’s proceedings.
Interference with proceedings pending before a Foreign Court in another sovereign
jurisdiction should be avoided, which is why anti-suit injunctions are to be granted only
in the rarest of rare cases.
The Supreme Court in Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. (BSNL) and Anr. v. Nortel Networks
India Pvt. Ltd. Has held that the limitation for filing an application under Section 11 is
three years from the date of refusal to make the appointment of an arbitrator or on expiry
of 30 (thirty) days from the issuance of the notice invoking arbitration as contemplated
under Section 21 of the Arbitration Act, whichever is earlier. The Court further stated that
the issue of limitation is a mixed question of facts, law and maintainability or
admissibility, of the claim. But while exercising jurisdiction under Section 11, the court
may use the prima facie test and reject ex facie meritless, frivolous, and dishonest
litigation. A limited jurisdiction of the courts would ensure expeditious and efficient
disposal at the referral stage. Relying upon Vidya Drolia v. Durga Trading Corporation
(2021) 2 SCC 1, it was reiterated that the court should decline a reference only in a very
limited category of cases where the claim is ex-facie, time-barred or the dispute is nonarbitrable.
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INTERNATIONAL LAW NEWS
US President Joe Biden lifts sanctions on International Criminal Court officials
On 3 April 2021, US President Joe Biden's administration lifted sanctions and visa
restrictions on International Criminal Court officials (ICCs) imposed by Donald Trump's
administration. The officials were investigating US military and intelligence officers on
alleged charges of crimes of war in Afghanistan, along with the alleged crimes of
America's long-term ally, Israel, in Palestine. In a statement to the press, the US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken stated that President Joe Biden had removed the previously
placed restrictions on the ICC investigators during the tenure of Donald Trump.
US Navy conducts a FONOP in India's EEZ without prior permission
On 7 April 2021, in contravention of Indian law, a US guided missile destroyer violated
India's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) by sailing through 130 nautical miles west of the
Lakshadweep Islands without notifying India. While affirming that the move by the US
was an infringement, sources in the Indian navy consider it to be more of a "message to
China" than anything else. According to a statement issued by the US Navy's 7th Fleet, "On
April 7, 2021 (local time), USS John Paul Jones (DDG 53) asserted navigational rights and
freedoms approximately 130 nautical miles west of the Lakshadweep Islands, within
India's exclusive economic zone, without requesting India's prior consent, consistent
with international law." It claimed that India demands prior approval for military drills
or maneuvers in the EEZ or continental shelf, which is contrary to international law.
According to the statement, the Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) maintained
the rights, freedoms, and authorized uses of the sea recognized in international law by
contesting India's excessive maritime claims.
Court in Egypt upholds the ‘Ever Given’ detention in Suez Canal and Reschedules
the hearing in the container ship’s compensation case
The fate of the 25 Indian national crew members remains uncertain, as an Egyptian court
upholds Ever Given's confinement in the Suez Canal. It was reported that an appeal by the
Japanese container ship owner against the detention of a ship in the Suez Canal, where it
had halted traffic for six days after it was stranded, was rejected. Bernhard Schulte,
Shipmanagement Ever Given's ship manager, reported on April 29 that 25 Indian national
crew members are on the vessel to keep up to date on the status of the crew members on
board. The Suez Canal Authority approved requests to allow the delayed crew to leave
(SCA). On 23 March, the Ever Given went aground while traveling northward via the Suez
Canal, under pilotage en route to Rotterdam. On 29 March, the vessel was securely
refloated. The hearing for the compensation case filed by the Suez Canal authority against
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the owners of a container ship that blocked the canal for six days in March has now been
rescheduled for 20 June, according to the SCA's Facebook page.
WTO mulling intellectual property waivers for COVID-19 vaccines
On 5 May 2021, the World Trade Organisation's ambassadors intend under increasing
pressure on affluent countries to debate commercial laws that safeguard scientific
expertise behind COVID-19-vaccinations to enable poorer countries to combat the
epidemic. A temporary exception from intellectual property protection was sought by
South Africa and India in October before the WTO General Council. In the poor world and
certain progressive legislators in the West, the notion received support. The authors of
the idea have revised it in hopes of making it palatable and met criticism from many
nations with significant pharmaceutical businesses.
Nirav Modi appeals against extradition to India before UK High Court
On 9 May 2021, it was reported that fugitive diamantaire Nirav Modi had filed an appeal
with the UK High Court in London against his extradition to India. The case is still ongoing.
If the high court grants Nirav Modi's motion, his extradition will be postponed for at least
a few months. In his appeal, Nirav Modi argued that if he was extradited to India, he would
not be given a fair trial. The first legal obstacle to Nirav Modi's extradition was settled by
the UK court on 25 February. After that, the United Kingdom Home Office authorized the
extradition on 16 April. Nirav Modi has 14 days before the High Court to appeal. The
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is investigating Nirav Modi in the PNB fraud case,
and the Enforcement Directorate (ED) is investigating him for money laundering
concerning the PNB scam.
Vijay Mallya loses bankruptcy petition amendment battle and an appeal for more
funds to cover Indian legal fees in UK High Court
In May, 2021, Mr. Vijay Mallya lost two court battles within the span of a month in the
High Court of London. On 18 May 2021, Chief Insolvencies and Companies Court’s Judge
Michael Briggs declared that a policy that impedes a waiver of the security rights is not
public, as Mallya's attorneys had contended, upholding the application filed by a
consortium of Indian banks led by the State Bank of India (SBI) to revise their bankruptcy
petition in favor of waiving security over Vijay Mallya's assets in India, bringing them one
step closer to recovering debt from loans paid out to the now-defunct Kingfisher Airlines.
On 26 May 2021, he lost an appeal to gain further access to court-held funds to cover his
costs for legal proceedings in India, as a High Court judge in London concluded that the
65-year-old entrepreneur didn't provide sufficient evidence in support of the over
750,000 pounds being sought.
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Cairn Energy Arbitration Award Dispute
On 23 May 2021, the Indian Government denied the allegations of ordering a withdrawal
of cash from foreign currency accounts overseas in state-owned banks, ahead of their
probable seizure due to a legal dispute with Cairn Energy Plc, which concerns a December
2020 decision of The Hague Court of Appeal, which awarded $1.2 billion to the UK based
oil firm, as compensation from India, for infringing the fair and equitable treatment
guarantee against the bilateral Indian-UK Treaty. Cairn then moved to a New York court
to enforce this order and filed a case against Air India (considered to be an ‘alter ego’ to
India and hence responsible for the alleged acts), while India challenged it in the
Netherlands. In 2006, Cairn Energy held a 10% shareholding in its Indian subsidiary —
Cairn India, which by 2011 was operating under Vedanta, but Cairn was not allowed to
transfer its shares into Vedanta until 2017. Tax authorities in India ordered the firm to
pay Rs. 10,247 crore in taxes on alleged capital gains made in the internal reorganization
and other additional unjustified charges that prompted the arbitration in 2015.

ICC opens evidence hearing in Darfur case
On 24 May, 2021, the International Criminal Court Prosecutor held its first hearing
against Ali Kushayb, an alleged leader of the notorious Janjaweed militia blamed for
atrocities in Darfur. He has been named the main perpetrator in crimes concerning the
conflict-torn region of Sudan in 2003–2004. Ali Mohammed Ali Abdul Rahman Ali, known
as Ali Kushayb or Abd-Al-Rahman, has been charged with a total of 31 counts of crimes
against humanity and war crimes dating back to the deadly Darfur conflict in 2003 and
2004, including murder, rape, torture, and persecution. The conflict in Darfur broke out
when rebels from the territory's ethnic central and sub-Saharan African community
launched an insurgency in 2003, complaining of oppression by the Arab-dominated
government in Khartoum. The government of now-deposed President Omar al-Bashir's
government had then responded with a scorched-earth campaign of aerial bombings and
unleashed Janjaweed militias who are accused of mass killings and rapes. Up to 300,000
people were killed and 2.7 million were driven from their homes.
PNB Scam accused Mehul Choksi arrested in Dominica after sudden
disappearance
On 26 May, 2021, fugitive diamond trader Mehul Choksi was arrested in Dominica, after
he was reported missing earlier that week from his home in Antigua and Barbuda, the
Caribbean nation of which he has been a citizen since early 2018 after fleeing India in the
light of the surfacing of the PNB Scam. Choksi is facing criminal proceedings by both CBI
and Enforcement Directorate (ED) along with others, in 2018 based on a complaint
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received by Punjab National Bank (PNB) for alleged issuance of fraudulent Letters of
Undertaking in their favor, causing losses to the bank. The ED also subsequently filed a
complaint alleging that Choksi and others were involved in money-laundering the
proceeds of crime in overseas accounts. Choksi has been booked under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act and other sections of cheating, criminal conspiracy of the Indian
Penal Code, and relevant sections of the Prevention of Corruption Act.
U.N. launches investigation into whether Israel, Hamas committed crimes
On 27 May 2021, the United Nations Human Rights Council agreed to launch an
international investigation into alleged crimes committed during the 11-day conflict
between Israel and the Islamist group Hamas in Gaza. The independent investigation will
have a broad mandate to look into all alleged violations not just in Gaza and the occupied
West Bank but also in Israel during hostilities that were halted by a ceasefire on May 21.
Israel rejected the resolution adopted by the Geneva forum and said it would not
cooperate. "Today's shameful decision is yet another example of the UN Human Rights
Council's blatant anti-Israel obsession," Israeli Prime Benjamin Netanyahu said in a
statement, accusing the forum of whitewashing "a genocidal terrorist organization".
Israel's foreign ministry said its forces acted "in accordance with international law in
defending our citizens from Hamas’ indiscriminate rocket fire".
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