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LIFE@LAW SCHOOL
Tryst with Destiny: India in its 75th year of Independence
Independence Day Celebrations
Vivekananda School of Law and Legal
Studies, Vivekananda Institute of
Professional
Studies
(VIPS)
celebrated the 75th year of Indian
Independence on August 15, 2021. In
the morning, the Flag Hoisting
ceremony took place on the campus. Prof. R Venkata Rao,
Chairperson, VSLLS, VIPS, Prof. T V Subba Rao, Professor
Emeritus, VSLLS, VIPS and members of the Management hoisted
the flag. Later in the evening, in the Presence of Shri Suneet Vats,
Vice-Chairman a webinar was organised on the theme “Tryst with
Destiny: India in its 75th year of Independence”. The event was
graced by Prof. (Dr.) Srikrishna Deva Rao, Vice-Chancellor,
National Law University, Delhi, Prof.
(Dr.) R. Venkata Rao, Chairperson,
VSLLS and VSES (VIPS) and Prof.
T.V. Subba Rao, Emeritus Professor,
VSLLS (VIPS).
The webinar was organised under
the guidance of Prof R Venkata Rao,
Chairperson, VSLLS and Prof T V
Subba Rao, Professor Emeritus, Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar,
Dean,VSLLS, VIPS, Dr. J. Ravindran, Associate Dean, VSLLS, VIPS,
Dr. Rumi Roy, Assistant Professor, VSLLS, VIPS and Ms. Priya
Bhatnagar, Assistant Professor, VSLLS, VIPS. It is interesting to
note that on 15th August, 1947, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, First
Prime Minister addressed the Constituent Assembly. His speech
on ‘ Tryst with Destiny’ is considered to be the greatest of the 20th Century. some excerpts
from the speech ‘ Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes
when we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially.
At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to life and
freedom’.
Commencement of odd Semester 2021-2022
Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies commenced its odd Semester classes for
Senior semesters from 16th August 2021. The First Semester classes would commence as
soon as the admission process gets completed. VSLLS Faculty congratulates the students
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for the new beginnings and wishes them good luck. This is the 4th Semester in which
virtual classes will take place. VSLLS Faculty are engaging students efficiently by taking
classes, organising events online. In an online mode, VSLLS has maintained its zeal.
Faculty Forum Lectures VII & VIII
The Vivekananda School of Law and Legal
Studies organized the Seventh Faculty
Forum Lecture on 11th August, 2021. Dr
Narender Kumar, Assistant Professor,
VSLLS, VIPS gave a presentation on the
topic, ‘Cartel Enforcement in India: Issues
and Challenges’. Dr. Kumar elucidated on
Cartel Enforcement, various issues and
challenges related to it and safeguards
under the legislation in India. Prof. (Dr.) R.
Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS & VSES
and Prof. T. V. Subba Rao, Emeritus Professor,
VSLLS, VIPS and Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar,
Dean, VSLLS, VIPS gave valuable inputs. VSLLS
has a pool of faculty having expertise on
Competition Law. Ms. Sonia Maan, Ms. Amrita
Jha and other faculty members gave their
opinions. The forum lecture was coordinated
by Dr. Payal Jain and Ms. Samriti, Assistant
Professor(s), VSLLS, VIPS. All Faculty
members of VSLLS, VIPS appreciated the
presentation.
This was followed by the Eighth Faculty
Forum Lecture on 27th August, 2021. Dr.
Deepa Kaushik, Assistant Professor, VSLLS,
VIPS presented on the topic, ‘A Critical Study

of Mental Healthcare Act, 2017’ and
elucidated on various provisions of this
Act. She also discussed the various issues
and challenges related to it and proposed
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a comprehensive and holistic approach to combat these challenges. The forum lecture
was coordinated by Dr. Payal Jain and Ms. Samriti, Assistant Professor, VSLLS, VIPS. All
faculty members of VSLLS, VIPS were present and participated in the discussion.

STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS
Student adjudged Best Researcher in National Virtual Moot Court Competition

Mr. Shivansh Gupta, Semester III, exhibited a stellar performance and
was adjudged as the Best Researcher at the 2nd Dr. B.S. Goel Memorial
National Moot Court Competition. The event was organised by IPEM
Law Academy from 28th-29th August 2021.

The Law Minutes: An initiative by VSLLS students
Ms. Prableen Kaur, Semester IX and Ms.
Shreya Agrawal, Semester IX have launched
their website cum blog named “The Law
Minutes” (http://thelawminutes.com/). In a
rapidly changing legal paradigm, it is
important for people to know how to stay
informed and to talk with the people around
them. In wake of this, the website is an effort
to develop legal knowledge, writing skills, legal discourse and discussion. This website
provides a critical discourse platform for young, passionate law students by ensuring that
the relevant questions are voiced at the right time. For this aim, a novel feature called
“Ask the Editors” has been added to the website, which invites readers to submit queries
about the topic of law. The website’s creators believe that it is their way of giving back to
the society into which they have acquired insight.
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VSLLS student placed in reputed Law Firm

The Career Counselling, Training, Internship and Placement Cell of VSLLS, VIPS has
placed Ms. Megha Malhotra of the 2017-2022 Batch as Legal Associate in Kamti & Singh
Law Firm. We congratulate her and wish her all the best!

VIPS reaches Semi-Finals of GMU-CIArb (India) International Maritime
Arbitration Competition (GIMAC), 2021

Ms. Samriddhi Sanga, Ms. Ruman Lal and Ms. Samridhi Vats (pictured L-R), students of
Semester VII, reached the semi-final rounds of GMU-CIArb (India) International Maritime
Arbitration Competition (GIMAC), 2021. The virtual event was organised by the Gujarat
Maritime University (GMU), Gandhinagar, Gujarat from 9th-11th July 2021. The prime
objective of the competition was to nurture the skills of Arbitration in Maritime Law.
Despite being a neck-to-neck competition, the team proved their mettle by reaching the
Semi-Final Rounds (Top-4 out of 34 teams).
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PUBLICATIONS AND PAPER PRESENTATIONS
Ms. Aadya Chaudhary, Semester VII, has contributed an article on “Medical Negligence”
in the E-Book published by the Chair on Consumer Law at National Law University –
Delhi, which was established by the Department of Consumer Affairs, Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of India.
Ms. Anuja Raj, Semester V, has authored a research paper titled “Right against
Exploitation with detailed analysis of Human Trafficking” in volume 4 issue 3 of
International Journal of Law Management and Humanities bearing ISSN: 2581-5369.
Ms. Lakshita Khurana, Semester V, has contributed research papers titled “Powers of
female heirs over inherited property” and “Right to Equality with special emphasis on
Sabrimala case” in Blog IpLeaders and Legalserviceindia respectively.
Ms. Nikita Sharma, Semester V, has published an article titled “Women’s Estate” in the
Legal Lock Journal.
Mr. Rehan Bhasin, Semester V, has authored an article titled “Pegasus: An infringement
of right to privacy” in the Burnished Law Journal.
Ms. Ishita Gupta, Semester III, has published an article titled “Passive Euthanasia: An
Analysis” at Brillopedia. Prior to this, Ms. Gupta participated and published a case note on
“Rajesh Sharma v. State of UP & Anr.” in the 2nd National Case Comment Writing
Competition organised by Team Attorneylex.
Ms. Siya Jindal, Semester III, has authored an article titled “Private participation in the
space sector” in the Journal of Social and Legal Research.

ALUMNI NEWS
Students of VSLLS clear Telangana Judicial Services Examination, 2020
Mr. Jitin Kumar, an alumnus of batch
2008-2013 & Mr. R.K. Venkata
Ramana Suhas of batch 2013-2018
have successfully cleared the
Telangana
Judicial
Services
Examination, 2020. The Management,
VIPS and VSLLS faculty and students
congratulated the Alumni. Both
expressed thanks to the teaching
faculty of the VSLLS, VIPS.
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FACULTY NEWS
Prof. R Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS and VSES, delivered the Presidential address
on 8th August, 2021 and spoke on ‘Impact of Covid-19 on Legal Education and Research’
in the Inaugural Ceremony of the International Faculty Development Programme
organised by the N.J.Y Centre for Post-Graduate Legal Research, ICFAI Law School, The
ICFAI University Tripura, India from 8th August- 14th August 2021. Sir contributed a
chapter titled ‘Policing During Public Health Emergencies- Examining Preparedness
During Covid-19 Crisis’ in a book titled ‘‘Pandemics: Health, Human Rights and
Intellectual Property Rights Perspectives’, National University of Advanced Legal Studies,
Kochi, pp 14-27.He also published an article titled ‘ Constitutionalism and the Supreme
Court of India’ in Bulletin of the Centre for Policy Studies, Volume 25, No. 6, August 2021,
pp 18-19.
Prof. T V Subba Rao, Professor Emeritus, VSLLS, VIPS, delivered a lecture on the topic
“Indian Constitution- A living Document” at the MGR University, Chennai on 6 August,
2021. On the same day, Prof. Rao also gave a lecture on the topic ‘Socio Legal values of
Mitakshara’ in an event organized by the Vijaneswara Chair and Karnataka State Law
University. Sir also delivered a guest lecture on 8th August, 2021 on ‘ Perils of Legal
Education during Pandemic’ in the International Faculty Development Programme
organised by the N.J.Y Centre for Post-Graduate Legal Research, ICFAI Law School, The
ICFAI University Tripura, India from 8th August- 14th August 2021.Sir also given an
Orientation session at Orientation Programme for LLM, Himachal Pradesh National Law
University, Shimla on 26th August, 2021.Sir has also delivered a lecture on ‘concept of
Dharma’ at Andhra University, Visakhapatnam on 28th August, 2021.
Dr Shilpa Khatri Babbar has successfully completed an online course, titled “ER22.1x:
Justice”, taught by Prof. Dr. Michael J. Sandel and offered by HarvardX, an online learning
initiative of Harvard University.
Mr. Aaditya Vikram Sharma participated in the International Webinar on
Reconstructing the Region in South Asia organised by the South Asian University, Delhi
and the Goa University, Taleigao Plateau, Goa. The virtual event was held on 12-13
August, 2021. Mr. Sharma presented a paper titled “South Asia and International Law:
Finding the Pre-colonial Practices.”
Ms. Sonia Maan and Ms. Manan Dardi participated in one week International Faculty
Development Programme on ‘Impact of COVID-19 on Legal Education and Legal
Research- Way Forward’ organised by the N.J.Y Centre for Post-Graduate Legal Research,
ICFAI Law School, The ICFAI University Tripura, India from 8th August- 14th August
2021.
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Ms. Mohita Yadav successfully completed an online course offered by UNITAR (UN
Institute for Training and Research) on “Climate Change and Human Rights” on 25th
August, 2021. She also participated in a 3-days International E-Conference on “Law and
Spirituality”, from 27th August -29th August, 2021 which was a joint initiative by Campus
Law Centre, Delhi University and Ethiccraft Club.
Dr. Payal Jain participated in an online training programme on “Youth and Mental Health
- Basic of Psycho-Social Skills” from 12th August – 14th August, 2021, which was
organized by the National Institute of Disaster Management in collaboration with Youth
for Resilience, RAWS India & Indore School of Social Work. She also participated in the
webinar titled “Surrogacy Challenges in the Perspective of Gender Equality”, conducted
by the School of Law Centre for Gender Studies, Galgotias University on 31st August,
2021.
Dr. Prakash Sharma has successfully published a book as a co-editor, titled “Clinical
and Continuing Legal Education: A Roadmap for India”, Thomson Reuters and
Commonwealth Legal Education Association, Gurgaon, 2021 [ISBN: 978-93-90673-00-1].
The other editors of the book are Prof. S. Sivakumar, Senior Professor, Indian Law
Institute, Delhi and Mr. Abhishek Kumar Pandey, Advocate and Designated Partner,
Agastya Legal LLP, Delhi.
Ms. Richa Gupta participated in a Faculty Development Programme on “Changing
aspects of Law and Teaching Pedagogy in Contemporary India”, organised by Dept. of
Law, Maharaja Agrasen Institute of Management Studies from 29th July - 4th August
2021.
Ms. Samriti Verma participated in a Two-Days National Conference on the occasion of
Women’s Equality Day on “Women and Access to Justice Through Legal Aid” organized
by Legal Aid Clinic, School of Law and Governance under the aegis of Central University
of South Bihar in collaboration with Bihar Legal Network from 26th August - 27th August
2021.
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THINKING BOX
Taking stock of the LGBT Rights in India
-Pragya Sharma
Semester V, VSLLS, VIPS

LGBT stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender. These terms describe a person’s
sexual orientation and gender identity. People around the world face violence and hatred
for how they identify their gender and their sexual orientation. LGBT citizens in India
have faced social and legal difficulties for a very long time, which dates back to the
colonial era. These difficulties further led to financial problems and psychological issues.
Though these problems still persist, awareness pertaining to the rights and issues faced
by the community has increased.
After almost twenty years of knocking Court’s door, the repressive section 377 of the
Indian Penal Code was struck down on 6th September 2018, by the Supreme Court in
Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018) 10 SCC 1. Section 377 criminalized all sorts of
non-procreative sexual acts, targeting homosexual persons. The Court unanimously ruled
the section to be unconstitutional. The Court observed that the section violated
fundamental rights to intimacy, autonomy and expressing one’s identity as long as it
criminalized consensual intercourse between two adults. The court emphasized by
stating that sexual orientation of an individual is an inherent part of self-identity and that
invalidating it is denying the individual the right to life, and that the fact that they
constitute a minuscule portion of the population cannot be used to justify denying them
this right.
Transgender are a part of the LGBT community, who have never been considered as
members of society and have always been victims of exploitation, exclusion, humiliation,
and violence, whether at the hands of society or the authorities in charge .In 2014,
Supreme Court's decision in National Legal Services Authority v. Union of India (2014) 5
SCC 438 provided a new glimmer of hope and exhilaration for them, as they were
recognized as the third gender for the first time in history. The Court granted a plea on
behalf of India's transgender community, ruling that the right to express one's identity in
a non-binary gender is a necessary aspect of freedom of speech. It instructed the
government to recognize the third gender as a legal term, allowing people to identify as
male, female, or third gender. It also demanded that the government must take the
appropriate steps to eliminate societal stigma, promote transgender-specific health
initiatives, and provide equal legal protection to transgender people. The court also
recognized that a disagreement between a person's birth gender and identity isn't
necessarily a pathological condition. Instead of focusing on treating the anomaly, the
Court observed, the focus should be on resolving anguish over a mismatch. Transgender
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people after this judgment could have changed their gender without undergoing sex
reassignment surgery as a result of this ruling. They also had the right to self-identify and
register as the third gender under the law. However, this right is abridged by the
Parliament in Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019. This Act exposes
them to institutional oppression while also dehumanizing their body and identity. The
Act takes away an individual's right to determine their sexual identity, which is an
essential component of the right to privacy as stated in the NALSA decision. According to
the Act, changing one's gender identity on official records is only possible after proof of
sex reassignment surgery, which must be verified by a District Magistrate.
There is no statute or law in India which talks about same-sex marriage in India. While
there are petitions pending in the Apex Court as well as other Courts, the Central
Government expressly opposes the idea. It emphasizes marriage in India is a “bond
between a biological man and a biological woman”. It also stated that the subject of
whether same-sex marriage should be legalized should be left to the legislature. This
opposition by the Centre is hypocritical, as marriage has historically been one of the most
prominent and important institutions in human society. Marriage has evolved and
changed forms over time, but one constant remains: it is a universal fact. This is especially
true in India, where the concept is so deeply ingrained that everyone is expected to be a
part of it. The denial of marriage rights to same-sex couples deprives them of the social
and legal recognition, as well as the governmental advantages enjoyed by married people.
There is no statute or law in India which talks about adoption by same-sex couples. One
reason is the rigid and regressive language of existing statutes which use the terms
“husband” and “wife”. Another reason for not allowing same-sex couples to adopt is the
idea that every child must understand the importance of both a mother and a father. As a
result, same-sex couples should be denied the ability to adopt so that the kid is not reared
in an "inferior home." What is paradoxical, though, is that the law might abandon a child
to be raised as an orphan rather than being raised by homosexual parents. There are also
no statutes or laws that protect the people of LGBT community against discrimination.
While the rights of LGBT community have developed over time, this development has
been very slow and has seen many legal battles. Although the judgments given in 2014and 2018-mark major victories, there is still a lot left to be achieved. LGBT persons in
India are not treated equally and do not have the same rights as heterosexual persons.
Furthermore, they continue to face violence and prejudice in many aspects of life. The
importance of educating people about LGBT rights cannot be stressed enough. It is critical
that the government shed its conservative nature and take real efforts to end the stigma,
prejudice, and abuse that the LGBT community faces.
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Themes of Independence Day over the years

India became independent on 15th August, 1947. A new nation was born and it completely
changed its essence. We have analysed the speeches and traced the last 10 “themes” of
speeches given by the Prime Minister(s) of India2011- Welfare of farmers, alleviation of poverty and the upcoming common wealth
games.
2012- Managing the economy, eradication of corruption, the Jan Lokpal Bill and the
Judiciary Accountability Bill, eradication of poverty.
2013- Banishment of poverty, illiteracy & hunger, economic growth, expansion of
MNREGA scheme, development of agriculture, education of children, expansion of
banking services to all citizens by 2015, internal security and the approval to the Mars
Orbiter Mission
2014- Improvement in work of Government departments, launch of Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana, creation of jobs, Make in India initiative, Digital India, E-Governance,
Swachh Bharat, launch of the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana, re-constitution of planning
commission,
2015- New schemes, cleanliness, reformation of labour laws, steps to tackle corruption,
auction of FM radio frequencies, assisting farmers through PM Kirishi Sinchaai Yojna,
electrification of whole country, Start-up India, One Rank One Pension.
2016- The theme of the Independence Day was ‘Yaad karo Kurbani (remember the
sacrifices). The focus was on reaching out to youngsters and informing them of the
unsung heroes and the history of the freedom struggle. It is day to remember all those
who fought valiantly and sacrificed their lives for the freedom of India from British Rule.
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2017- The theme for 2017 was 'Yeh India Ka Time Hai’. The theme asserted on the
importance of corruption-free governance. This year’s Independence Day marked the
commencement of 75 years of Quit India Movement. This year also commemorating
the centenary of Champaran Satyagrah and the Sabarmati Ashram. The centenary
of Lokmanya Tilak’s call “Swaraj is my birth right” falls this year as well. It was
urged by Prime Minister in his speech to ‘leave ‘Chalta Hai’ attitude and start
thinking of ‘Badal Sakta Hai’ attitude as this will help us as a nation.
2018- This year’s theme was 'One Country, One People, our responsibility.
2019- The theme is ‘Support our troops, Salute our troops’. India will celebrate
Independence Day to pay tribute and remember all the freedom fighters who gave their
lives and fought for the Independence of the country.
2020- The theme is ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bharat or self-reliant India 2020. The theme also
focusses on "Vocal for local" and "Make in India to Make for World". Prime Minister also
paid tribute to those on the frontlines of the fight against the coronavirus and declared
that India had a roadmap ready for the production and distribution of three COVID-19
vaccines that are at various stages of testing. The focus is on taking India to new heights,
to build a new India - an atma-nirbhar (self-reliant) India. He also stated that the work on
Jal Jeevan Mission has been started through which potable drinking water will be made
available in every tap in every home. The New Education Policy has also been introduced
and also launched a National Digital Health Mission. This will bring a new revolution in
the health sector. It will be completely technology-based. One Health ID will be given to
people and this ID will have the information of every test, every disease,. It focussed on
the need to boost the self-reliance in agriculture and for farmers as well.
2021- This year’s theme is 'Nation First, Always First', to honour the sacrifices made by
our freedom fighters and the glorious path laid down for generations by them. Prime
Minister virtually prophesized next 25 years till the centenary year of Independence as
‘Amrut Kal’, during which India will transform itself to newer height, “25 years of Amrut
Kaal’. PM said that ‘We should not wait for that long to meet our goals. We must set out
for this immediately. Yehi samaya hai, sahi samay hai… (this is the time, the right time)
We should change ourselves according to the changing world. We will work with the
motto of Sabka saath, sabka vikaas, sabka vishwas aur sabka prayaas,”. Prime Minister
said adding that country should aim to achieve new levels of prosperity and ensure that
the quality of access to facilities are not different in urban and rural areas; and
government should not be an impediment for public and country should have modern
infrastructure which is no less than world standard. We want such an India where the
governments do not interfere in the lives of the citizens. Our priority will be to ensure
that the services reach the last person seamlessly. For the all-round development of the
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nation, it is essential to end the unnecessary interference of govt and government
procedures in the lives of people.”

DOMESTIC LAW NEWS
“We are making a mockery of the judicial system”, says the Supreme Court on pendency
of cases
The Supreme Court remarked on 3 August 2021 - "We are collectively making a mockery of the
judicial system," alluding to a pure number of trifling and random issues that have kept the
tribunal from ruling individuals who are actually waiting for final verdicts in their long-term
affairs. While commenting on the matter, the bench of Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Justice
Hrishikesh Roy stated, "A common man is not interested in the court's niceties or the huge legal
ideas that we keep talking about." adding further that, a litigant wants to know what is available
to him in a case that he has filed; whether or not he has a case. He does not wish to know
whether he was correct or not for an unlimited period of time. What does he do with a decision
that takes ten or twenty years?
Supreme Court rules in Amazon's favour, saying that the EA Order is enforceable in
Indian law
The Supreme Court in Amazon.com NV Investment Holdings LLC v. Future Retail Limited &
Ors. on 6 August 2021, held that the Singapore Emergency Arbitrator Award - which prevented
Future Retail Ltd (FRL) from implementing the Rs. 24,731 crore merger agreement with
Reliance Retail, was applicable under Indian law in a huge Amazon win in the future RetailReliance Retail dispute. The verdict was delivered today by a bench of judges Justices RF
Nariman and BR Gavai. The Order of the EA is to be enforced pursuant to Article 17(1), and may
be enforced in accordance with Article 17(2). The panel stayed its decision on July 29 after
hearing from a battery of lawyers, including prominent advocates Harish Salve and Gopal
Subramanium, who represented FRL and Amazon, respectively.
Delhi High Court summons the Central government's response to Delhi Child Rights
Commission's appeal for the eradication of child begging
The High Court of Delhi in Ajay Gautam v. Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) on 13 August 2021, issued an announcement to the Delhi Child Rights Commission
(DCPCR) in support of a suit seeking to resolve many difficulties relating to newborn babies in
the capital. Ajay Gautam, a religious instructor, appealed for rigorous enforcement of the
requirements of the Commission for the Protection of the Rights of the Child, 2005 that protect
children from all areas of exploitation, as a litigation in public interest. The petitioner submitted
a similar request before the High Court in Delhi in 2014. In the video ruling of 7 January 2015
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the Court sent the petitioner first to the DCPCR and offered him freedom to contact the Court
again if the Commission failed to answer.

Cattle preservation law gets approval of Legislative Assembly of Assam
The Cattle Preservation Bill, a legislation to safeguard cattle by regulating the killing, eating and
illegal trafficking was adopted by the Legislative Assembly of Assam on 13 August 2021. The
Initiative aims to apply the State policy guideline as mentioned in Article 48 of the Indian
Constitution, which calls for the state to "organise modern, scientifically sound animal
husbandry and make efforts to ensure the avoidance of cattle slaughter. This proposal will
repeal the 1950 Act for the Protection of Assam Cattle. It authorises the slaughter of cattle on
government-licensed slaughterhouses only with the previous authorization of a veterinarian
officer appointed by the government. Although this measure establishes a general prohibition
for the slaying of cows, only animals over the age of 14, or who are permanently disabled can
be slain from employment or reproduction.
Kerala High Court directs state to assist students without access to technology
The Kerala High Court in X. v. Principal Secretary, Local Self Government Department on 24
August 2021, directed the state and the agencies concerned to take measures to guarantee that
the digital divides are not marginalised by economically weak students and that children who
don't have access to these instruments are also able to continue education. Justice Raja
Vijayaraghavan V added that it should examine students' grievances and then inform the Court
of perspectives for the IT mission of the State of Kerala in order to ensure that schools/needy
students can voluntarily contribute to the acquisitions or supply of telephones/digital gadgets
by stakeholders.
The Supreme Court summons a response from Manipur Assembly Speaker on a petition
filed by three Manipur MLAs seeking disqualification for alleged BJP defection
Before the Supreme Court, 3 MLAs from Manipur have appeared to challenge Manipur High
Court ruling confirming the decision of the President of the Manipur Assembly to disqualify
them from joining the Bharatiya Janata Party for failing to attend the Indian National Congress.
The Manipur High Court in Kshetrimayum Biren Singh v. Hon'ble Speaker Manipur
Legislative Assembly on 25 August 2021, Justices UU Lalit and Ajay Rastogi issued an
announcement to the speaker of the case and listed the case at the hearing on 29 September.
However, the High Court's ruling did not remain. The three MLAs, Kshetrimayum Biren Singh,
Yengkhom Surchandra Singh and Sanasam Bira Singh, were chosen as members of the assembly
on ticket to the Congress Party in 2017, but were afterwards deprived of their qualifications for
the BJP.
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The High Court of Gujarat declines to change its stay over Gujarat Freedom of Religion
Act (Amendment) 2021
The High Court of Gujarat in Jamiat Ulama-E-Hind Gujarat v. State of Gujarat on 26 August
2021 rejected the stay of the Gujarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Act, 2021, on August
19 for Sections 3, 4, 4A to 4C, 5, 6A. Section 5 specifies that religious priests must acquire the
district magistrate's prior approval to convert any individual. Section five and seven additional
parts, mainly pertaining to interfaith marriages, remained pending further hearings at the
Bench Division of Chief Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Biren Vaishnav on 19 August. These will
not work only because a person of one religion is solemnised by marriage without force or
inducement or fraud by a person of another religion, and marriages of this kind cannot be
described as marriages for the purposes of illicit conversion.
The principle of equal pay for equal work cannot be applied solely on the basis of title: SC
The Supreme Court in Union of India v. Manoj Kumar on 31 August 2021 noted that it was
impossible to apply the principle of equal compensation for equal work only through
designation. In this case, the Court while examining the claims made by Private Secretaries
(Grade-II) ("PS-II") of Eastern Central Railways (Field Office/Zonal Railways), for parity in the
payroll with its counterparts working within the Central Secretariat Stenographers Service
("CSSS")/Railway Board Secretariat Stenographers Service ("CSSS")/Railway Board Secretariat
Stenographers Service ("RBSSS")/Central Administrative Tribunal ("CAT"). When interpreting
the Sixth Central Pay Commission report, the court noted that the gap between the Secretariat
and the field offices was noted by the Commission itself when making recommendations. The
court noted that nonetheless, a distinction was drawn between Secretariat Organizations and
non-Secretariat Organizations. Once these proposals have been made independently, directing
total parity would be otiose qua non-Secretariat Organizations. If everyone was treated equally
in every way, there would have been no need for these separate suggestions, one may argue.

INTERNATIONAL LAW NEWS
The UN chief praises the "historic" increase of liquidity of the IMF for governments in
need
On 3rd August, 2021, Secretary General of the UN António Guterres released a Statement on the
policy modifications on Special Drawing Rights or SDRs as additional financing to support debt
payment, a sort of foreign-reserve asset that is designated and maintained by the IMF. He
further stressed that economies which do not require access to cash could 'pension these
resources towards vulnerable low- and middle-income countries requiring an injection of
liquidity by replenishing the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust Fund' of the IMF. In
proportion to its share of the global economy, IMF allocation offers additional borrowing to 190
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member countries of the Fund. IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva, that this is a
historic decision as the highest SDR allocation in the IMF's history and the world economy in
an unprecedented crisis. She further added that the SDR distribution will benefit all members,
fulfil the long-term global reserve needs, establish trust and promote global economic
resilience and stability. It will help in particular to deal with the consequences of the COVID-19
situation in the vulnerable countries.
Statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court on the escalating
violence in the Situation in Afghanistan
The following statement was given by the Prosecutor of the ICC, Mr. Karim A.A. Khan QC,
on 17th August, 2021- “I have been closely following the current developments in
Afghanistan and am most concerned by recent reports of escalating violence in the
country. In particular, I echo the views expressed by the United Nations Security Council
over reported incidents on the territory of Afghanistan that may amount to violations of
international humanitarian law under the Rome Statute. These reports include
allegations of extrajudicial executions in the form of revenge killings of detainees and
individuals who surrendered, persecution of women and girls, crimes against children
and other crimes affecting the civilian population at large.
I recall that pursuant to the Appeals Chamber Decision of 5 March 2020, my Office may
exercise its jurisdiction over and investigate any act of genocide, crime against humanity
or war crime committed within the territory of Afghanistan since 1 May 2003.
Afghanistan has suffered instability and insecurity for far too long. I encourage all efforts
that may prevent further loss of human life and the continued suffering of the Afghan
people. I call on all parties to the hostilities to fully respect their obligations under
international humanitarian law, including by ensuring the protection of civilians. I remain
available and willing to engage with all parties to this end.
I end by recalling the words of the Holy Qur'an in Surah Al Ma'idah: "whosoever killed a
person - …it shall be as if he had killed all mankind; and whosoever gave life to one, it
shall be as if he had given life to all mankind. And our Messengers came to them with clear
signs, yet even after that, many of them commit excesses in the land" (Ch 5, v 32). It is
timely that this admonition and injunction of the Holy Qur'an is recalled. Those values are
echoed in the Rome Statute - and I hope and pray that the imperative underlying this
verse and numerous other Islamic precepts fall upon the hearts of all individuals and that
in this time of change and uncertainty in Afghanistan restraint and justice can be
observed with a view to peaceful reconciliation.
My Office will continue to monitor the Afghanistan situation and will act, as necessary, in
accordance with its responsibilities under the Rome Statute.”
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Alleged Violations of Sovereign Rights and Maritime Spaces in the Caribbean Sea
(Nicaragua v. Colombia)
On 23rd August, 2021 it was announced that the International Court of Justice, the principal
judicial organ of the United Nations, will hold public hearings in the case concerning Alleged
Violations of Sovereign Rights and Maritime Spaces in the Caribbean Sea (Nicaragua v.
Colombia) from Monday, 20 September to Friday, 1 October 2021, at the Peace Palace in The
Hague, the seat of the Court. The hearings will be devoted to the merits of the case, including
the counter-claims submitted by Colombia. As announced in press release No. 2021/18, in view
of the current COVID-19 pandemic, the hearings will be held in a hybrid format. Some
Members of the Court will attend the oral proceedings in person in the Great Hall of Justice
while others will participate remotely by video link. Representatives of the Parties to the case
will participate either in person or by video link. Guidelines for the Parties on the organization
of hearings by video link can be found on the Court’s website. Members of the diplomatic
corps, the media and the public will be able to follow the hearings through a live webcast on
the Court’s website, as well as on UN Web TV, the United Nations online television channel.
WTO members gear up for marathon fishing subsidy negotiations starting September
On 31 August, 2021, the WTO notified that its members are resuming negotiations on fisheries
subsidies after the August break under an intensified programme of meetings beginning on 1
September. The chair of the negotiations, Ambassador Santiago Wills of Colombia, said the
objective, as affirmed by ministers at the 15 July virtual meeting, will be to produce a clean
text of fisheries subsidy rules ahead of the 12th Ministerial Conference. According to the chair's
communication to members, the first stage of meetings will start on 1 September and will
involve consultations with members followed by text-based negotiations in various formats
such as bilateral discussions, small groups, and meetings of the entire membership on key
issues where views remain divergent. The aim at this phase is to collectively improve the
existing draft text so that the resulting draft is as clean and clear as possible. For the second
stage, on 11-29 October, the chair is seeking daily meetings with all members to comb through
the draft text clause-by-clause and produce a fully agreed clean text. This is in line with the
call made by ministers in their 15 July virtual meeting to conclude the negotiations soon and
before MC12. Following the July meeting with ministers, Director-General Ngozi OkonjoIweala and Ambassador Wills said they received valuable inputs including on the next steps
that would be required to successfully conclude the 20-year negotiations. Under the mandate
from the WTO's 11th Ministerial Conference held in Buenos Aires in 2017 and the UN
Sustainable Development Goal Target 14.6, negotiators have been given the task of securing
agreement on disciplines to eliminate subsidies for illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing
and to prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies that contribute to overcapacity and
overfishing, with special and differential treatment being an integral part of the negotiations.
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