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LIFE @LAW SCHOOL
Memorandum of Understanding signed with Maharashtra National Law University,
Nagpur
th
19 October,2021
On 19th October,2021 Memorandum of Understanding
was signed between Maharashtra National Law
University, Nagpur and Vivekananda Institute of
Professional Studies, Delhi at Nagpur. The MOU
signing ceremony was held in the presence of
Honorable Vice-Chancellor’s from various Universities
namely Shimla, Mumbai and Aurangabad. Hon’ble
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Vijender Kumar and Prof. R
Venkata Rao congratulated and exchanged the signed
MOU.

From Left to Right: Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Dilip Ukey, MNLU Mumbai, Prof. Dr. Rashmi
Salpekar, Dean VSLLS,VIPS, Prof. R Venkata Rao,
Chairperson, VSLLS,VIPS, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor
Vijender Kumar, MNLU Nagpur, Hon’ble ViceChancellor Prof. Dr. Nishtha Jaiswal, HPNLU,
Shimla

From Left to Right: Prof. Dr. Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS,VIPS, Shri. Vineet
Vats, Treasurer, VIPS, Prof. R Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS,VIPS, Shri. S
C Vats, Chairman, VIPS, Prof. T V Subba Rao, Emeritus Professor, Shri. Suneet
Vats, Vice-Chairman, VIPS
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VSLLS welcomes Batch of 2021
New Batch of BA, BBA and LLM was
admitted. Law School was established in
the year 2000. This is the 21st Batch
which is admitted in the Law School.
Law School started with having only 80
students but at present it has more than
2500 with an intake as BA-300, BBA240, LLM ( Corporate Law and Alternate
Dispute Resolution) 60.
VIPS Student Law Review Vol. 3
The third volume of VIPS Student Law Review was released
recently. It is an annual peer-blind reviewed journal. With Prof.
Dr. Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, Vivekananda School of Law and
Legal Studies, VIPS as the Editor of the Journal, the Editorial
Team comprises of Prof. Dr. Shilpa Khatri Babbar Professor &
Director (Academic Excellence and Public Relations and Protocol
of VIPS) Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies (VIPS),
Dr. J. Ravindran Associate Dean, VSLLS, VIPS, Dr. Navjeet
Sidhu Kundal Assistant Professor, VSLLS, VIPS and Ms. Ankita
Kumar Gupta Assistant Professor, VSLLS, VIPS. The Student
Core team assisting the Editorial Board comprises of Manya
Manchanda and Nitya Tandon from fifth year BA.LLB; Ambika Gupta, Sarthak Bhardwaj,
Shivansh Saxena and Shweta Shukla from fourth year BA.LLB and Romit Nandan Sahai from
fourth year BBA.LLB. The call for papers for this issue was published in the month of May,
2021. An overwhelming response was received in lieu of the call for papers. The papers passed
through an extensive process of review by expertise panel of Reviewers. The manuscripts
published in VOL 3 contributed
significantly towards taking the standard of
legal research up by several notches. Ms
Ankita Kumar Gupta along with the Student
Core Team had worked extensively for
making VIPS Student Law Review Vol. 3 a
success. This issue was appreciated by many
dignitaries like Hon’ble Justice P.S.
Narsimha; Hon’ble Justice Rajiv Shakdher
and Ms. Zia Mody, Partner, AZB & Partners
From Left to Right:Prof. Dr. Rashmi Salpekar, Dean,
and Vice Chancellors of various esteemed VSLLS,VIPS, Emeritus Professor, TV Subba Rao, Prof. R
Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS, VIPS and Ms. Ankita
Universities.
Kumar Gupta, Assistant Professor, VSLLS,VIPS
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International Girl Child Day
9th October 2021
The Cultural Committee of Vivekananda School of Law and
Legal Studies, VIPS organised a
virtual
programme
to
commemorate International Girl
Child Day on October 9, 2021.
The programme was organised to
provide a platform to students for
coming forward and expressing
their gratitude in the form of
poems, stories, songs and plays.
Prof
R.
Venkata
Rao,
Chairperson, VSLLS, VIPS addressed and enlightened everyone with his words of wisdom.
The first performance was by Kashish Chaurasia (V-D). Next, Garima Sardana (V-C), Liza
Popli (V-E), and Rakshita Mathur (III-D) performed a play titled ‘Bekhauff’, about a mother’s
fear of having a girl child and how she overcame it. Further, Kavya Bajaj (III-B) and Pragati
Sengar (III-C) presented solo performances. Melodious songs were presented by Raagansh (IIIL) and Jhalak (III-B). Muskan Ranga (III-C) and Disha Arora’s (III-B) act, ‘’Let’s change the
meaning: lnki beti haath se nikal jayegi,’’ was indeed very enlightening, and enhanced the level
of awareness which the event aimed at
spreading. An alluring poem was further
recited by Khushi Ahuja (VII-B). The event
was culminated by Prof Dr. Rashmi Salpekar
(Dean, VSLLS) who congratulated the team
and gave her blessings to all the students and
faculty members. In the end the results of
slogan writing were also announced, with
Garima Punia (V- C) winning the
competition. The members of the cultural
committee, VSLLS, comprises of Dr. Namrata Arora (Convenor), Ms. Manini Syali, Ms.
Prachi Jindal and Ms. Chabbi Malik, along with the student coordinators namely, Anubhav
Seth (IX- K), Chandan Kumar Shah (V-E), Kashish Chaurasia (V-D), Anamika Bhatia (V-L)
and Mansi Goyal (V-E).
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Para Legal Volunteers Training Programme
11th-13th October 2021
VIPS Legal Aid Centre in association with
Delhi State Legal Services Authority
conducted a 3 days training session for the
induction of new Para Legal Volunteers for
DLSA from 11th-13th October 2021.The
training session began with the felicitation of
Sh. Sumeet Anand, Secretary, New Delhi
DLSA. He addressed the students on the topic
of ‘Basic Structure of the Constitution of India
with special emphasis on Fundamental Rights
and Fundamental Duties. Other Dignitaries
addressed the students on various topics
mainly- ‘Laws on children with Special
emphasis on cybercrime’, ‘Drug Abuse
amongst
childrenIndications
and
Rehabilitation of CNCP’. Topics for second
day included ‘Overview of Criminal Justice
System & Schemes of DSLSA’, ‘Laws relating
to Women with special emphasis on Rape,
Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment of
women at the workplace’ and ‘Matrimonial
Laws’. The last session of the day was taken
over by Mr. Vikas Chandwani, who is an
acclaimed soft skills trainer. He discussed more
than 10 different ways of improving
communication skills so that it becomes
instrumental for the PLVs to interact with the
people who need help in the form of legal aid.
Third day of the PLV Induction Program
began with the felicitation of Sh. Aashish
Gupta, Secretary Shahdara DLSA, who was
the first speaker for the day. He delivered a
lecture on ‘Right to Information Act’. Other
topics included ‘Maintenance & Welfare of
the Parents & Senior Citizen Act, 2007’,
‘Labour Laws.’ An Interactive Session was
also taken by Mr. Aash Mohammad,
Member, VIPS Legal Aid Centre. The day
was concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr.
Leena Moudgil, Convener, VLAC. The Event was convened by Dr. Leena Moudgil along with
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faculty members Dr. Namrata Arora, Dr. Deepa Kaushik, Ms. Ritika Chauhan, Mr. Aash
Mohammad, Ms. Insha Goel Vats and Ms. Manini Syali. The students team comprised of
Anubhav Seth, Apoorva and Ambika.
National Video Making Competition
VIPS Legal Aid Centre in association with the NorthWest District Legal Services Authority (under the aegis
of NALSA and DSLSA) organized the Video Making
Competition. With an intent to increase the scope of
legal awareness and use the power of social media to
aware the general public through IGTV and reels. The
interested students from different educational
instruments were required to record a 120 seconds
video (maximum) on any legal topic or any meme
(related
to
law).
The
response
we
received for the
same
was
extremely
overwhelming.
They were assessed mainly on creativity, authenticity,
delivery, expression among others. Despite being a
neck-to-neck competition, the students of VSLLS,
VIPS, Mr. Vishesh Kumar and Ms. Yashi Bajpal were
declared as the winners of the competition. The event
was coordinated by Dr. Namrata Arora.
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Training Session on “Deep Net and Dark Web: Understanding Cyberspace beyond
Surface Web”
16th October 2021
The Centre of Excellence for Cyber Law,
Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies, VIPS,
conducted a training session on the topic, ‘Deep Net
and Dark Web: Understanding Cyberspace beyond
Surface Web’ on 16th October 2021. Prof. (Dr.)
Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS, VIPS gave a
welcome address and welcomed our Chief Guest &
Speaker Mr. Rachit Gupta, Sr. Information Security
Analyst, American Express, Arizona, USA. Mr.
Gupta in his presentation explored various aspects of
the cyber world, and explained to the students the
concepts of internet, deep net and dark web. Professor
Dr. Supriya Madan – Dean (Vivekananda School of
Information Technology) also shared her thoughts on
the occasion. The event was well
coordinated by Dr. Nipun Gupta Jain
along with Ms. Ritika Chauhan and Ms.
Ravneet Sandhu. The students team
comprised of Abhishek Singh, Nikita
Shandilya and Kashif Bahl.
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15th Intra Moot Court Competition
16th-17th October 2021
The
Centre
for
Criminal
Justice
Administration
in
collaboration
with
Advocate’s Legion, the moot court society of
Vivekananda School of Law and Legal
Studies, VIPS, organised the 15th edition of
Intra Moot Court Competition from 16th -17th
October 2021 through a virtual platform. The
Moot court problem was formulated on one of
the contemporary issues, that is the
Constitutional validity of section 497 which
formed a huge part of the major chunk of
discussion and various other provisions which focused on the scope and extent of territorial
Jurisdiction and a minor deliberation on
International Law. Arguments were
formulated on various issues including
section 498A which brought into the
forefront the topic of cruelty and it’s
division into mental and physical Cruelty.
Practising Advocates were invited to
judge the competition. This event was
coordinated by Dr. Sushila Sharma,
convener (Advocate’s Legion) and Dr.
Tushita Gaur, Convener (Centre for
Criminal Justice Administration) along
with the student executive members, Ms. Simrat Kaur and Mr. Aaditya Andley, Utkarsh
Tripathi and other Organising committee members.
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Special Lecture To Mark The Anniversary Of United Nations
21st October 2021
A

special lecture was organized on October 21, 2021
by Political Science Subject Group for the students
of VSLLS, VIPS to mark the anniversary of
United Nations. The Guest speaker of the evening
was Dr. Rashmi Gopi, Assistant Professor,
Miranda House, University of Delhi. Dr. Rashmi
Gopi in her lecture discussed UN and its present
relevance, her session was on the topic –
“Afghanistan crisis, the question of gender and the
relevance of the United Nations”. The lecture was
very informative and interesting, Dr. Gopi

emphasised on the role and importance
of UN in Afghanistan. The session
ended with the Question and Answer
round. The students got to know a lot
about the current crisis and the way
forward. The session was appreciated by
the students. The event was convened by Dr. Garima Singh and Dr. Rumi Roy along with
students Vipul Singh and Vishvendera Singh.
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STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS
VSLLS Student bags certificate for being Para Legal Head at Youth India Foundation

Ms. Sapna Aggarwal, semester III, was awarded with certificate for her dedication and service
as a Para Legal Head at “Youth India” for a period from July 15 to October 15, 2021 with a
grade point 9.0 out of 10.
A team of VSLLS students reached Semi Finals in NMIMS Moot Court Competition

Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies (NMIMS), School of Law, Bangalore in
collaboration with S.S. Rana & Co. organised a virtual moot court competition from October
01 to 03, 2021. The competition witnessed a humongous participation. Despite being a fierce
competition, the team comprising Sonakshi Aggarwal, Tanusha Tyagi and Anabhra Chatterjee
(in order of their photograph) from semester V exhibited their stellar performance and reached
semi-finals amongst eighty teams.
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VSLLS students adjudged winners of the Video Making Competition organized by
DLSA North
VIPS Legal Aid Centre in association with the
North-West District Legal Services Authority
(under the aegis of NALSA and DSLSA)
organized the Video Making Competition the
entries of which were accepted till October 03,
2021. The competition witnessed an enthusiastic
participation of students from different colleges.
Despite fierce competition Mr. Vishesh Kumar,
semester V and Yashi Bajpai, semester III won the competition.
VSLLS student invited as resource person
Ms. Prerna Tandon, Semester IX, was invited as a Guest
Speaker/Resource Person for a session on “Understanding the SocioLegal Perspectives to Mental Health” at Mind & Soul Campaign for
Mental Health Awareness organized by Inkfeathers Publishing on the
occasion of World Mental Health Day on October 10, 2021.

Other Achievement(s)

Ms. Megha Malhotra, Semester IX, was a part of an event, Internship Assessment and PPO
organized by Neeti Shastra on October 30, 2021.

Publications
•
•

Mr. Shyam Gaur, Semester V, has contributed article titled “Animal Protection Law under IPC
and Constitution” to Legal Service India bearing ISBN Number – 978-81-928510-0-6.
Ms. Urvi Gupta, Semester III, has contributed research papers titled “Surrogacy: History and
Contemporary Laws with Focus on Commercial Surrogacy” and “Gender Based Violence and
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•

•

Discrimination in India: Women and Transgender” to Jus Corpus Law Journal (Volume 2 Issue
1, ISSN 2582-7820) and SSRN (ISBN-1556-5068) respectively.
Ms. Honey Kumbhat, Semester IX, has authored a research paper titled “Application of Trade
Secret Law in Plant Varieties Protection in India” in volume 2 issue 2 of Law Essential Journal
bearing ISSN: 2582-6735. She has also contributed three blogs with the title “IPR and the
Pharmaceutical Industry-Brief Overview”, “KSRTC-Case Study of Dispute between Kerala and
Karnataka” and “Case comment- Astrazeneca AB and Ors. v. Intas Pharmaceutical Ltd and
Ors.” to the Law Essential.
Mr. Shubham Sharma and Mr. Idhaant, Semester V, have authored research paper titled
“Practice of Prostitution – A Pandora’s Box of Legal Questions” in volume 7 issue 4 of IJSLR
bearing ISSN-2393-8250.

ALUMNI NEWS
VSLLS Students Placed In Reputed Firms
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FACULTY NEWS
Dr. Deepa Kaushik has been awarded her Doctorate from the Department of
Law, Kurukshetra University. Her thesis titled “Right to Health in India: A
Critique of Emerging Trends” was a research which primarily focussed on
detailed analysis of emerging health laws, policies and schemes.
Dr. Leena Moudgil has written a paper on "Inclusive Education for Differently Abled Child:
A Step toward Equality." The article is published in International Journal of Law Management
and Humanities, Volume 4, Issue 3 (2021).
Mr. Aash Mohammad completed an online Faculty Development Program On Moocs And
E-Learning In Context Of National Education Policy Organised By Delhi School Of Public
Policy and Governance, Institution Of Eminence, University Of Delhi in Collaboration with
National Law University and Judicial Academy Assam and Bhartiya Shikshan Mandal and
National Institute of Open Schooling, Ministry of Education, Government of India from
October 18, 2021 to October 24, 2021.
Ms. Insha Goel Vats completed an online two-week Interdisciplinary refresher Course on
“Technology and Innovation in today’s education: A Multi-Dimensional Approach” from 27th
September to 11th October 2021 by Teaching Learning Centre, Ramanujan College, The
University of Delhi under the aegis of Ministry of Education, Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya
National Mission on Teachers & Teaching. Her paper titled ”A Critical Literature Review on
Environmental Protection Laws in India: Environmental Sustainability Perspective” published
in VB International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, ISSN: 2319-4979 presently listed in
UGC CARE Group II/ Web of Science in October 2021. She also presented a Paper on the
topic ”A Critical Literature Review on Environmental Protection Laws in India: Environmental
Sustainability Perspective” in the International Conference on Global Issues in
Multidisciplinary Academic Research organized by Indian Academicians & Researchers
Association in Association with Rajabhat Maha Sarakham University, Thailand.
Dr. Payal Jain attended an online programme on Youth leadership & Action for Disaster
Resilience from October 11- 13, 2021, organized by National Disaster Management with the
collaboration of Youth resilience Odisha.
Ms. Ravneet Sandhu delivered an invited lecture on “International Environmental Law
Today: Fifty Years After the Stockholm Conference” at Bangladesh Army International
University of Science and Technology on October 10, 2021.
Ms. Richa Gupta completed Annual Refresher Programme in Teaching (ARPIT)-2021
launched by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, exam conducted by National
Testing Agency.

- 13 -

Vol. 1, Issue 10

VIPSLaw Newsletter

October 2021

Ms. Ritika Chauhan successfully completed Annual Refresher Programme in Teaching
(ARPIT)-2021 launched by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, exam conducted
by National Testing Agency. She also Participated in Online Faculty Development Program on
MOOCs and e-learning in context of National Education Policy organized by Delhi School of
Public Policy and Governance, Institution of Eminence, University of Delhi in collaboration
with National Law University and Judicial Academy, Assam and Bhartiya Shikshan
Mandal and National Institute of Open Schooling, Ministry of Education, Government of India
from October 18, 2021 to October 24, 2021.
Ms. Samriti presented Research Paper titled “Casteism, Equality and Women’s
Empowerment: The Path towards Sustainable Development Goals” in National Conference on
“Sustainable Society: Gender Equality and Women Empowerment” under Guru Nanak Chair
For Studies in Universal Advancement organized by Women Cell in Collaboration with
University Institute of Teachers Training and Research, Chandigarh University on 19th
October 2021.She was also Invited as a Guest Speaker by Geeta Institute of Law, Panipat and
delivered a Lecture on the topic “Law of Defamation” on 12th October 2021. She attended
Workshop on Role of Biofeedback in Aiding Criminal Justice System and Victim Assistance
on 21st October 2021 organized by O.P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat.
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THINKING BOX
On 2nd October, Gandhi Jayanti is celebrated in India to mark the birthday of Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi, popularly known as Mahatma Gandhi. It is celebrated annually and is
one of the three national holidays of India. Since 2007, this date has been designated as the
International Day of Non-Violence by the United Nations.
Mahatma Gandhi is also known as the “Father of The Nation”— this title was given to him by
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose for his relentless struggle for independence.
But, before leading the Indian freedom movement, Mr. Gandhi was a struggling attorney in the
Pretoria, South Africa. He reminisced his time over there in his autobiography “The story of
my experiments with truth.” We have extracted a chapter from the book which deals with his
time in the courts over there.
Preparation for a case
-M.K. Gandhi
The year's stay in Pretoria was a most valuable experience in my life. Here it was that I had
opportunities of learning public work and acquired some measure of my capacity for it. Here
it was that the religious spirit within me became a living force, and here too I acquired a true
knowledge of legal practice. Here I learnt the things that a junior barrister learns in a senior
barrister's chamber, and here I also gained confidence that I should not after all fail as a lawyer.
It was likewise here that I learnt the secret of success as a lawyer.
Dada Abdulla's was no small case. The suit was for £40,000. Arising out of business
transactions, it was full of intricacies of accounts. Part of the claim was based on promissory
notes, and part on the specific performance of promise to deliver promissory notes. The defence
was that the promissory notes were fraudulently taken and lacked sufficient consideration.
There were numerous points of fact and law in this intricate case.
Both parties had engaged the best attorneys and counsel. I thus had a fine opportunity of
studying their work. The preparation of the plaintiff's case for the attorney and the sorting of
facts in support of his case had been entrusted to me. It was an education to see how much the
attorney accepted, and how much he rejected from my preparation, as also to see how much
use the counsel made of the brief prepared by the attorney. I saw that this preparation for the
case would give me a fair measure of my powers of comprehension and my capacity for
marshalling evidence.
I took the keenest interest in the case. Indeed I threw myself into it. I read all the papers
pertaining to the transactions. My client was a man of great ability and reposed absolute
confidence in me, and this rendered my work easy. I made a fair study of book-keeping. My
- 15 -
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capacity for translation was improved by having to translate the correspondence, which was
for the most part in Gujarati.
Although, as I have said before, I took a keen interest in religious communion and in public
work and always gave some of my time to them, they were not then my primary interest. The
preparation of the case was my primary interest. Reading of law and looking up law cases,
when necessary, had always a prior claim on my time. As a result, I acquired such a grasp of
the facts of the case as perhaps was not possessed even by the parties themselves, inasmuch as
I had with me the papers of both the parties.
I recalled the late Mr. Pincutt's advice - facts are three-fourths of the law. At a later date it was
amply borne out by that famous barrister of South Africa, the late Mr. Leonard. In a certain
case in my charge I saw that, though justice was on the side of my client, the law seemed to be
against him. In despair I approached Mr. Leonard for help. He also felt that the facts of the case
were very strong. He exclaimed, 'Gandhi, I have learnt one thing, and it is this, that if we take
care of the facts of a case, the law will take care of itself. Let us dive deeper into the facts of
this case.' With these words he asked me to study the case further and then see him again. On
a re-examination of the facts I saw them in an entirely new light, and I also hit upon an old
South African case bearing on the point. I was delighted and went to Mr. Leonard and told him
everything, 'Right,' he said, 'we shall win the case. Only we must bear in mind which of the
judges takes it.'
When I was making preparation for Dada Abdulla's case, I had not fully realized this paramount
importance of facts. Facts mean truth, and once we adhere to truth, the law comes to our aid
naturally. I saw that the facts of Dada Abdulla's case made it very strong indeed, and that the
law was bound to be on his side. But I also saw that the litigation, if it were persisted in, would
ruin the plaintiff and the defendant, who were relatives and both belonged to the same city. No
one knew how long the case might go on. Should it be allowed to continue to be fought out in
court, it might go on indefinitely and to no advantage of either party. Both, therefore, desired
an immediate termination of the case, if possible.
I approached Tyeb Sheth and requested and advised him to go to arbitration. I recommended
him to see his counsel. I suggested to him that, if an arbitrator commanding the confidence of
both parties could appointed, the case would be quickly finished. The lawyers' fees were so
rapidly mounting up that they were enough to devour all the resources of the clients, big
merchants as they were. The case occupied so much of their attention that they had no time left
for any other work. In the meantime mutual ill-will was steadily increasing. I became disgusted
with the profession. As lawyers the counsel on both sides were bound to rake up points of law
in support of their own clients. I also saw for the first time that the winning party never recovers
all the costs incurred. Under the Court Fees Regulation there was a fixed scale of costs to be
allowed as between party and party, the actual costs as between attorney and client being very
much higher. This was more than I could bear. I felt that my duty was to befriend both parties
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and bring them together. I strained every nerve to bring about a compromise. At last Tyeb
Sheth agreed. An arbitrator was appointed, the case was argued before him, and Dada Abdulla
won.
But that did not satisfy me. If my client were to seek immediate execution of the award, it
would be impossible for Tyeb Sheth to meet the whole of the awarded amount, and there was
an unwritten law among the Porbandar Memans living in South Africa that death should be
preferred to bankruptcy. It was impossible for Tyeb Sheth to pay down the whole sum of about
£37,000 and costs. He meant to pay not a pie less than the amount, and he did not want to be
declared bankrupt. There was only one way. Dada Abdulla should allow him to pay in moderate
installments. He was equal to the occasion, and granted Tyeb Sheth installments spread over a
very long period. It was more difficult for me to secure this concession of payment by
installments than to get the parties to agree to arbitration. But both were happy over the result,
and both rose in the public estimation. My joy was boundless. I had learnt the true practice of
law. I had learnt to find out the better side of human nature and to enter men's hearts. I realized
that the true function of a lawyer was to unite parties riven asunder. The lesson was so indelibly
burnt into me that a large part of my time during the twenty years of my practice as a lawyer
was occupied in bringing about private compromises of hundreds of cases. I lost nothing
thereby - not even money, certainly not my soul.
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DOMESTIC LAW NEWS
SC lashes out at farmers group
The Supreme Court on Monday asked whether farmers should be permitted to protest against
a legislation which is sub-judice? A Supreme Court bench of Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and
C.T. Ravikumar on Monday, October 4, asked farmers as to what the point of protesting was,
considering that the three Central agricultural laws had been stayed by the Supreme Court. The
court was hearing a writ petition filed by the Kisan Mahapanchayat for an agitation at the Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi. The Supreme Court was referring to the violence that took place in
Lakhimpur Kheri in Uttar Pradesh where eight people were killed. Justice Khanwilkar observed
that “When such incidents happen, causing deaths, loss to property and damage, nobody take
responsibility.” The court decided to frame legal issues in the case. The Bench also said that it
would decide whether the right to protest is an “absolute right.”

Ex Gratia of Rs. 50000/- cannot be denied by any State
The Supreme Court on Monday said that the State governments should not deny the ex gratia
of Rs. 50,000/- each to families of persons who died of COVID-19 merely on the grounds that
their death certificates did not show the virus as the cause of death. The Court underscored this
point while approving the guidelines proposed by the NDMA for grant of ex-gratia.

CBI, SIT submit probe reports to Kolkata High Court
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the court-monitored Special Investigation
Team(SIT) of the West Bengal Police on Monday submitted status reports to the Calcutta High
Court in the ongoing post-poll violence investigation. The reports were submitted in sealed
covers before a division bench comprising of Acting Chief Justice Rajesh Bindal and Justice
Rajarshi Bharadwaj. On 19 August, 2021, a five-judge bench presided by the acting chief
justice had on August 19 ordered a CBI investigation into cases of alleged murder and crimes
against women, including rape and attempt to rape, in the aftermath of the assembly elections
earlier this year.

Supreme Court will not intervene in plea on NPAs
The Supreme Court on Thursday declined to intervene in a petition filed by Rajya Sabha
member Subramanian Swamy for framing guidelines to check the menace of the ever-rising
Non Performing Assets (NPAs) in the banking sector. A Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud said the petition might not be “judicially manageable” as it treads into the domain
of policy of the Executive and the Reserve Bank of India. The court, however, allowed Dr.
Swamy to make a representation before the RBI which may consider whether any of its
guidelines need modification. “How can we frame guidelines for the ever-rising NPAs. RBI
has issued guidelines from time to time. It is not possible for the court to tread into the domain
of the Executive,” the court said.
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Schools can act against fees defaulters
School managements can take legal action if students do not pay the fee instalments on time,
the Supreme Court has clarified. On May 3, the court had held that States cannot impinge on
the autonomy of private unaided schools to fix and collect “just” and “permissible” school fees
from parents, especially in the name of the pandemic.
Kerala HC flays practice of nokkukooli
The Kerala High court on Thursday equated headload workers’ unions demanding
‘nokkukooli’ (gawking charges) for loading and unloading goods in the state to militants and
ordered police to take stringent action against those demanding ‘nokkukooli’ regardless of their
political affiliations. Disappointed by continuing instances of the gawking charges, the Kerala
High Court on Thursday said such incidents were giving the state a reputation of “militant trade
unionism” which was deterring investors from coming here and therefore, such practices
should be eradicated. The court also said that violence was not the solution or remedy for denial
of employment and any head load worker who is denied a job, must approach the labour board
for relief.
Supreme Court flags consequences of growing digital divide
The digital divide caused by online classes will defeat the fundamental right of every poor child
to study in mainstream schools, the Supreme Court warned on Friday. The court rued how the
right to education of little children now hinges on who can afford “gadgets” for online classes
and who cannot. During the course of the pandemic, as schools increasingly turned to online
education to avoid exposure to the young children to the pandemic, the digital divide produced
stark consequences… Children belonging to the Economically Weaker Sections
[EWS]/Disadvantaged Groups [DG] had to suffer the consequence of not having to fully pursue
their education or worse still drop out because of the lack of access to Internet and computer,”
a three-judge Bench of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud, Vikram Nath and B.V. Nagarathna noted
in an order. The court held that Article 21A (the right to free and compulsory education for
children aged between six and 14) has to be a reality. “The need for underprivileged children
to access online education cannot be denied,” the Supreme Court underscored in the order.
Judges appointed to Madras, Allahabad, Gauhati, Kerala, Telangana and Orissa HCs
The Law Ministry on Tuesday notified the appointment of 15 lawyers and 2 Judicial officers
as Judges of the Madras, the Allahabad and the Gauhati High Courts. Judicial officer, Marli
Vankung, who has been appointed as a Judge of the Gauhati HC, is not only the first woman
Judge from Mizoram but also the first High Court Judge from the State. Three additional Judges
of the Gauhati High Court — Soumitra Saikia, Parthivjyoti Saikia and S. Hukato Swu — were
confirmed as judges on Tuesday.
The Central government on Wednesday notified the appointment of 14 judges/additional
judges across Telangana, Orissa and Kerala High Courts. According to an official communique
of the Ministry of Law and Justice, President Ram Nath Kovind, in consultation with Chief
Justice of India NV Ramana, appointed--7 judges in Telangana High Court, 3 judges in Orissa
High Court and 4 additional judges in Kerala High Court.
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Superior court can set aside anticipatory bail: SC
The Supreme Court has held that a superior court can set aside an anticipatory bail order if
there is enough material to suggest that factors like gravity of the offence and the role of the
accused in the crime were not considered by the lower court. A Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud said that a court, while considering an application for grant of anticipatory bail,
has to consider the nature of the offence, the role of the person, the likelihood of his influencing
the course of investigation, or tampering with evidence, including intimidating witnesses, the
likelihood of fleeing justice, etc.The apex court judgment set aside an anticipatory bail granted
by the Madhya Pradesh High Court in a murder case. The HC had granted the bail, despite
refusal by the trial court earlier. A man was shot dead by two men while a third held him down
over a rivalry. “Courts ought to be generally guided by considerations such as the nature and
gravity of the offences, the role attributed to the applicant, and the facts of the case, while
considering whether to grant anticipatory bail, or refuse it,” Justice Chandrachud wrote in the
judgment. The court reiterated the settled law that an appellate or superior court could set aside
anticipatory bail granted by a lower court on the ground that the latter “did not consider material
facts or crucial circumstances.”
Supreme Court comes down on repeated petitions to modify verdict
The Supreme Court has belled the cat on the “clever move” to repeatedly file miscellaneous
applications to “modify” or “clarify” its judgments. The court said such conduct on the part of
some litigants has no legal foundation. It should be firmly discouraged. Such machinations
reduce litigation to a gambit. “The hallmark of a judicial pronouncement is its stability and
finality. Judicial verdicts are not like sand dunes, which are subject to the vagaries of wind and
weather,” a Bench of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and B.V. Nagarathna observed in a recent
order.

INTERNATIONAL LAW NEWS
ICC and France conclude Agreement on the Enforcement of Sentences
The International Criminal Court ("ICC" or "Court") and the Government of the French
Republic have concluded an Agreement on the Enforcement of Sentences. Under the
agreement, persons convicted by the ICC may serve sentences of imprisonment in France if so
decided by the Court and accepted by the Government of the French Republic. The President
of the Court, Judge Piotr Hofmański, and H.E. Mr Éric Dupond-Moretti, Minister of Justice of
the French Republic, signed the agreement at a ceremony held at the Court's premises on 11
October 2021. The Rome Statute, the Court's founding treaty, provides that sentences of
imprisonment imposed by the ICC "shall be served in a State designated by the Court from a
list of States which have indicated to the Court their willingness to accept sentenced persons".
Similar agreements on the enforcement of sentences are currently in force between the ICC
and Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Georgia, Mali, Norway, Serbia, Sweden
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
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Decision given in Maritime Delimitation in the Indian Ocean (Somalia v. Kenya)
On 28 August 2014, Somalia filed an Application instituting proceedings against Kenya with
regard to a dispute concerning the delimitation of maritime spaces claimed by both States in
the Indian Ocean. In its Application, Somalia requested the Court “to determine, on the basis
of international law, the complete course of the single maritime boundary dividing all the
maritime areas appertaining to Somalia and to Kenya in the Indian Ocean, including the
continental shelf beyond 200 [nautical miles]”. On 2 February 2017, the Court rendered its
Judgment on the preliminary objections raised by Kenya. After it rejected those objections, the
Court found that “it ha[d] jurisdiction to entertain the application filed by . . . Somalia on 28
August 2014 and that the application [was] admissible”. Public hearings on the merits of the
case, initially scheduled to be held from 9 to 13 September 2019, were successively postponed
to November 2019, June 2020 and March 2021, following requests for postponements made
by Kenya. The hearings were held in a hybrid format between 15 and 18 March 2021, with the
participation of the delegation of Somalia. Kenya did not participate in those hearings.
The Court delivered its Judgment on the merits of the case on 12 October 2021 by which it
determined the maritime boundary between Somalia and Kenya. It found that “there is no
agreed maritime boundary between . . . Somalia and . . . Kenya that follows the parallel of
latitude described in paragraph 35 [of the Judgment]”. The Court decided that “the startingpoint of the single maritime boundary delimiting the respective maritime areas between . . .
Somalia and . . . Kenya is the intersection of the straight line extending from the final permanent
boundary beacon (PB 29) at right angles to the general direction of the coast with the low‑water
line, at the point with co‑ordinates 1° 39' 44.0" S and 41° 33' 34.4" E (WGS 84)” and that “from
the starting-point, the maritime boundary in the territorial sea follows the median line described
at paragraph 117 [of the Judgment] until it reaches the 12‑nautical‑mile limit at the point with
co-ordinates 1° 47' 39.1" S and 41° 43' 46.8" E (WGS 84) (Point A)”. It then decided that “from
the end of the boundary in the territorial sea (Point A), the single maritime boundary delimiting
the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf up to 200 nautical miles between . . .
Somalia and . . . Kenya follows the geodetic line starting with azimuth 114° until it reaches the
200‑nautical‑mile limit measured from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial
sea of . . . Kenya is measured, at the point with co‑ordinates 3° 4' 21.3" S and 44° 35' 30.7" E
(WGS 84) (Point B)” and that “from Point B, the maritime boundary delimiting the continental
shelf continues along the same geodetic line until it reaches the outer limits of the continental
shelf or the area where the rights of third States may be affected”. In its Judgment, the Court
rejected the claim made by Somalia, alleging that Kenya, by its conduct in the disputed area,
had violated its international obligations.
WTO launches new webpage to mark government procurement pact anniversary
The WTO released on 12 October a new webpage to mark a dual anniversary for the WTO’s
plurilateral Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA). The first version of the Agreement
was adopted 40 years ago in 1981, during the days of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT), while the first WTO GPA entered into force 25 years ago in 1996. The first
version of the GPA entered into force at the time of the GATT. A revised version of the
Agreement came into being in 1996, one year after the creation of the WTO. The dedicated
webpage provides some key facts and figures about the GPA along with a timeline of its
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evolution, a photo gallery, video messages from the GPA community and other features. It can
be accessed at https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/gproc_e/gp_25anniv_e.htm.
ICC concludes confirmation of charges hearing in Said case
The confirmation of charges hearing in the case The Prosecutor v. Mahamat Said Abdel Kani
concluded before Pre-Trial Chamber II of the International Criminal Court (ICC), composed
of Judge Rosario Salvatore Aitala (Presiding judge), Judge Antoine Kesia-Mbe Mindua and
Judge Tomoko Akane. The purpose of the confirmation of charges hearing is for the judges to
determine whether or not there is sufficient evidence to establish substantial grounds to believe
that the suspect committed each of the crimes charged. If the charges are confirmed, in full or
in part, the case will be transferred to a Trial Chamber, which will conduct the subsequent
phase of the proceedings: the trial. After hearing the oral submissions of the Prosecutor, the
Legal Representative of the Victims and the Defence from 12 to 14 October 2021, the judges
heard their respective closing statements and will now start their deliberations.
Panel established to examine Chinese duties on imported Australian wine
The WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) agreed at its meeting on 26 October to establish
a dispute panel to examine China’s imposition of anti-dumping and countervailing duties on
imported wine from Australia.
IMF, World Bank, WHO, WTO discuss acceleration of supply, deployment of COVID19 vaccine
The heads of the International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization
and the WTO met on 30 October in Rome to discuss strategies to accelerate the supply and
deployment of COVID-19 vaccines, especially in low— and lower-middle-income countries.
Meeting on the margins of the G20 summit, the four agency heads — Kristalina Georgieva
(IMF), David Malpass (World Bank), Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (WHO) and Dr Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala (WTO) — issued a joint statement on behalf of the Multilateral Leaders Task
Force (MLT).
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