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LIFE@LAW SCHOOL
New Year at VIPS

Welcome 2022: In this click by Dr. S.C. Vats, Chairman, VIPS, Delhi, the avian inhabitants of the campus
enjoy a sunny afternoon on the first day of the year. We wish all our readers a Happy New Year!

Release of Handbook on Cyber Security Awareness
The Centre of Excellence for Cyber Law of VSLLS,
Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies
celebrated Data Privacy Week from 24th January
to 28th January 2022. On the last day, the Centre
released the “Handbook on Cyber Security
Awareness – Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs).” It should be noted that 28th January is
celebrated as the Data Privacy Day. The
handbook was released by Dr S.C Vats,
Chairman, VIPS, Sh. Suneet Vats, Vice Chairman,
VIPS, Sh. Vineet Vats, Treasurer, VIPS
and Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao,
Chairperson, VSLLS & VSE. Prof T.V
Subba Rao, Professor Emeritus,
VSLLS, Shri Dalip Kumar, COO, VIPS,
Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, Dean,
VSLLS,
Ms.
Ritika
Chauhan,
Convener, Centre of Excellence for
Cyber Law, Ms. Ravneet Sandhu, Member, Centre of Excellence for Cyber Law along with
the Student Research Team of the handbook were present for the release. A video for
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spreading awareness about cyber security was also released and posted on social media
handles of the Centre of Excellence for Cyber Law.

STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS
VSLLS Student adjudged as “Outstanding Delegate” at IMUN

Ms. Lakshita Khurana, Semester VI, has received Certificate of Excellence and adjudged
as the “Outstanding Delegate of UN Women” in International Model United Nations Online
Conference 93.0. The event was held from 22nd January till 23rd January, 2022.
VSLLS students’ publications recognised by Vice Chancellor, GGSIPU

Ms. Kashish Gulati, Semester VI, has contributed research papers titled “Criminal
Conspiracy” and “Merger and Acquisitions of a Company in India” to Journal for Law
Students and Researchers (Lex Manthan) (Volume 4, ISBN Number- 9798885213318) and
Indian Journal for Law and Legal Research (Volume 3 Issue 2, ISSN Number- 2582-8878)
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respectively. Her publications have been recognized by Prof. (Dr.) Mahesh Verma, Vice
Chancellor, Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi.
VSLLS Student bags prize in Hindustan Times competition
Ms. Kaveri, Semester II, has won the reading challenge 2021 of Hindustan Times weekly
magazine Brunch. To participate in the challenge, contestants must read 60 books in one
calendar year between January to December, 15 of which should be by Indian
authors. Kaveri is among the global sixty contestant who have bagged a prize in the
competition.
Publications
Ms. Baby Naaz Jain, Semester X, has contributed research papers titled “Law related to
Rape and Victimology” and “Privacy issues related to data protection and Cyber crime” to
International Journal of Law Management and Humanities (Volume 5 Issue 1, ISSN 25815369) and International Journal for Legal Research and Analysis (Volume 2 Issue 5, ISSN
2582- 6433) respectively. Ms. Jain has also received a “Golden medal” for the paper titled
“Hate Speech legislation” published in White black legal law journal ISSN 2581-8503,
Volume 2 Issue 12.
Ms. Riya Sharma, Semester IX, has contributed an article titled “Changing Dimensions of
State Sovereignty under International Economic Law” to International Journal of Law,
Management and Humanities (Volume 5 Issue 1) bearing ISSN: 2581 – 5369.
Ms. Lakshita Khurana, Semester VI, has authored a research paper titled “Pakala
Narayana Swami v. The King Emperor” in volume 4 issue 1 of International Journal of
Legal Science and Innovation bearing ISSN: 2581-9453.
Mr. Sukrit Verma, Semester VI, has contributed article titled “Effect on crime amidst and
post the era of covid-19 lockdown” to International Journal of Advanced Legal Research
(Volume 2 Issue 2) bearing ISSN: 2582-7340.
Ms. Akansha Srivastava, Semester IV, has authored research paper titled “Domestic
violence” in volume 4 issue 1 of Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research bearing ISSN:
2582-8878.
Ms. Siya Jindal, Semester IV, has authored research paper titled “Distribution of power
between Centre and State: The Legislative and Administrative Aspect” in volume 1 issue
4 of Journal of Unique Laws and Students bearing ISSN (O): 2583-1607.
Other Achievements
Ms. Arshia Jain, Semester IV, has been appointed as the Student Ambassador for EBC/SCC
Online for the period of 2022-23.
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ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENTS

Adv. Ananya Singh, batch 2017-18 (LL.M), has been promoted to the position of
Counsellor by the National Commission for Women, New Delhi. Previously, she was
working as Junior Technical Expert (Legal).
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FACULTY NEWS
Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, Dean and Professor of International Law, VSLLS has
published a paper titled "Terrorism and International Customary Law: A Probable
Solution" in the ISIL Yearbook of International Humanitarian and Refugee Law, 2021
bearing ISSN 0971-9500. The internationally refereed publication is listed on HeinOnline.
The article was co-authored with Mr. Aaditya V Sharma, Assistant Professor, VSLLS.
Prof. Salpekar also delivered a lecture on “Settlement of International Disputes involving
International Organisations” in the 11th Winter Course on Law of International Institutions
on 5th Jan 2022. The Winter Course is provided by the Indian Society of International
Law.
Mr. Aaditya Vikram Sharma presented a paper titled “Space Tourism: Learning from
the Antarctic Experience” in the International Conference on Space Tourism: Legal
Dimensions held on 29th January, 2022. The event was organised by the Centre for
Aviation and Space Laws, the West Bengal University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata.
Ms. Ankita Kumar Gupta successfully completed a 4-Week Induction/Orientation
Programme for “Faculty in Universities/Colleges/Institutes of Higher Education.” The
programme was held from 20th December, 2021 – 19th January, 2022. Ms. Gupta bagged
the A+ Grade. The event was organised by the Teaching Learning Centre, Ramanujan
College University of Delhi under the aegis of Ministry of Education Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching.
Ms. Gunjan Malhotra Ahuja successfully completed a 4-Week Induction/Orientation
Programme for “Faculty in Universities/Colleges/Institutes of Higher Education.” The
programme was held from 20th December, 2021 – 19th January, 2022. Ms. Gupta bagged
the A+ Grade. The event was organised by the Teaching Learning Centre, Ramanujan
College University of Delhi under the aegis of Ministry of Education Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching.
Ms. Manini Syali co-authored a paper titled “Mishandling the issue of gender dysphoria
in India - an analysis of the transgender persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019” in the
International Journal of Human Rights and Constitutional Studies (IJHRCS), Vol. 9, No. 1,
2022 (Web of Science- Emerging Sources Citation Index). The article was co-authored
with Mr. Vinayak Jhamb, Ph.D. Scholar, University School of Law and Legal Studies,
GGSIPU, Delhi.
Dr. Payal Jain attended the webinar on “Fundamentality of Part-III and Part-IV of the
Indian Constitution” held on 26th January, 2022 on the occasion of 73rd Republic Day. The
event was organized by the ADR Cell and Constitution Club-DSW of GGSIP University, Delhi.
Dr. Jain also evaluated a manuscript under the peer review process of VIPS Student Law
Review, Volume 3, bearing ISSN 2582-0311 (Print) and ISSN 2582-0303 (Online).
Dr. Prakash Sharma has published a chapter titled “The Wave of Libertarian Justice and
the Stagnation of Egalitarian Law: An Indian Feminist Experience”, in Owais Hasan Khan
& Priyanka Anand (eds.), Socio-Legal Androcentrism and Gender Inequalities 1-15
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(Eastern Book Company & Centre for Women and Law-NLUO, Lucknow, 2021. Previously,
Dr. Sharma was invited as a Guest Speaker at the Vishwakarma University, Pune to
commemorate Constitution Day Celebrations (26th Nov., 2021). He was also invited by
Lloyd Law College, Greater Noida to judge the Seventh Indian Round of Prof. N.R.
Madhava Menon Asian Jural Conclave 2021-22 (28 November, 2021).
Ms. Priya Bhatnagar has successfully completed a course on "Changing Paradigms of
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016" organized by the Centre for Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Studies, National Law University, Jodhpur, in collaboration with the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Board of India, from January 21, 2022 to January 23, 2022.
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THINKING BOX
पाखी

सूरज की पहली नकरण के साथ
निकलती है ये घर से,
कोई पूछे पाखी से कैसे
काटते है न ़िंदगी सफ़र से?
ये सफ़र भी बडा निराला है ,
बहुत उलझिो़िं से पडता पाला है।
पर प़िंछी के प़िंखो़िं में ह स
़िं ला है ,
दृढ़ निश्चय और भरोसा है।
हर हाल में िभ को छूिा है।
नबिा रुकावट उडिा है ,
भरिी है एक उडाि
अरमािो़िं वाली, तमन्नाओ़िं वाली
एक उडाि सबसे ऊँची वाली।।
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When the Julian Calendar took effect
Globally, we celebrate a New Year every 1st of January. But did you know that in 45 B.C.E.,
the New Year’s Day was celebrated on January 1 for the first time in history as the Julian
calendar took effect?
Soon after becoming Roman dictator, Julius Caesar decided that the traditional Roman
calendar was in dire need of reform. Introduced around the seventh century B.C., the
Roman calendar attempted to follow the lunar cycle but frequently fell out of phase with
the seasons and had to be corrected. In addition, the pontifices, the Roman body charged
with overseeing the calendar, often abused its authority by adding days to extend political
terms or interfere with elections.
In designing his new calendar, Caesar enlisted the aid of Sosigenes, an Alexandrian
astronomer, who advised him to do away with the lunar cycle entirely and follow the
solar year, as did the Egyptians. The year was calculated to be 365 and 1/4 days, and
Caesar added 67 days to 46 B.C., making 45 B.C. begin on January 1, rather than in March.
He also decreed that every four years a day be added to February, thus theoretically
keeping his calendar from falling out of step. Shortly after Caesar was assassinated in 44
B.C., Mark Anthony changed the name of the month Quintilis to Julius (July) to honor him.
Later, the month of Sextilis was renamed Augustus (August) after his successor.
Celebration of New Year’s Day in January fell out of practice during the Middle Ages, and
even those who strictly adhered to the Julian calendar did not observe the New Year
exactly on January 1. The reason for the latter was that Caesar and Sosigenes failed to
calculate the correct value for the solar year as 365.242199 days, not 365.25 days. Thus,
an 11-minute-a-year error added seven days by the year 1000, and 10 days by the mid15th century.
The Church became aware of this problem, and in the 1570s Pope Gregory XIII
commissioned Jesuit astronomer Christopher Clavius to come up with a new calendar. In
1582, the Gregorian calendar was implemented, omitting 10 days for that year and
establishing the new rule that only one of every four centennial years should be a leap
year. Since then, people around the world have gathered en masse on January 1 to
celebrate the precise arrival of the New Year.

Courtesy: History.com
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DOMESTIC LAW NEWS
Dowry death: settlement no ground to quash FIR, says Delhi High Court
On 1 January, 2022, the Delhi High Court declined to quash an FIR for a dowry death on
the basis of a settlement between a man and his deceased wife’s family, saying it is a grave
and heinous offence which is actuated by a social evil that needs deterrence. Justice Mukta
Gupta said that in the present case, the wife ended her life by suicide within five months
of the marriage due to the harassment caused by the husband and his family members.
“The offence punishable under Section 304-B [dowry death] of the Indian Penal Code is
not only a grave and heinous offence but an offence against society actuated by the social
evil of demand of dowry, thus needs deterrence and, therefore, cannot be quashed on the
basis of a settlement arrived at between the accused and the complainant,” Justice Gupta
said.
DRI slaps Xiaomi with ₹653-cr demand notice
On 5 January, 2022, the Union ministry of finance said that three show-cause notices
worth ₹653 crore were slapped on Chinese phone maker Xiaomi's India unit Xiaomi
Technology India for alleged evasion of import duty. The show-cause notices were issued
under the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962, following the recovery of documents
during searches on the company’s premises that indicated remittance of royalty and
licence fee to US and Chinese firms under contractual obligations, the ministry said in a
statement. It said an investigation was initiated by the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence based on an intelligence input that Xiaomi India was evading customs duty
by way of undervaluation. A company spokesperson said the government notice is being
reviewed in detail and the authorities will supported with all necessary documentation.
English is the language of the Court- Gujarat High Court
On 8 January, 2022, referring to the constitution, the Gujarat high court stated that
language of judicial proceedings shall be English and cannot be in another language,
despite the insistence of a party to a case. According to legal news website LiveLaw, a
division bench of the Gujarat high court comprising Chief Justice Aravind Kumar and
Justice Ashutosh J. Shastri objected after a local journalist, appearing in person in a
contempt case, insisted that he wanted to speak in Gujarati. The case related to a suo motu
contempt case initiated against a Gujarati-language newspaper, “Samna Brashtachar ka
Newspaper.” At the oral hearing, Chief Justice Kumar stated that if the party spoke only
in Gujarat, then he would respond in Kannada. “Then, I will tell you in Kannada,” the chief
justice said before responding to the party’s Gujarati statements in Kannada, as reported
by LiveLaw. He added that the local language was applicable only in district courts. “This
is high court. Not district court. Only in district court, local language is permissible. Here
it is only English,” the chief justice noted.
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SC judges recuse from hearing Krishna water case
On 10 January, 2022, a Supreme Court bench of Justices D Y Chandrachud and A.S.
Bopanna recused from hearing a matter related to distribution of Krishna water dispute
between Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra and Karnataka. As the matter was
called, Justice Chandrachud pointed out both him and his fellow judge Justice Bopanna
belonged to Maharashtra and Karnataka respectively. While the counsels of different
states said they had no objections, the Justices insisted that it should be transferred to
another bench. The matter will now be placed before the Chief Justice who will transfer
it to another bench.
No complete ban on cannabis, medical use allowed, Centre tells Delhi High Court
On 10 January, 2022, the Centre told the Delhi High Court that the use of cannabis is not
completely banned in the country as its medical and scientific use is allowed under the
law. The bench headed by Justice Rajiv Shakhder refused to allow the early hearing
application by the petitioner Great Legalisation Movement India Trust which contended
that there were reports to suggest that cannabinoids helped in countering the impact of
COVID-19. The petition has now been listed for further hearing in March.
SC forms new probe panel on PM security breach
On 11 January, 2022, with the Punjab government opposed to the Centre’s committee and
seeking an “independent” probe into the security breach during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the state on January 5, the Supreme Court decided to set up a committee
headed by one of its former judges to inquire into the matter. It also questioned the Centre
on the show-cause notices served to Punjab officers, and called it “totally selfcontradictory”. Indicating that the composition of the committee will be similar to the one
it constituted on January 7 to secure the records of the PM’s visit, Chief Justice of India N
V Ramana, heading a bench also comprising Justices Surya Kant and Hima Kohli, said: “We
are thinking on these lines. One retired Supreme Court judge will head the committee.”
Hearing a plea by Delhi-based Lawyers Voice, the bench on January 7 had asked the
Registrar General, Punjab and Haryana High Court, to “forthwith seize and secure the
records” of the visit. The Registrar General was to be assisted by the Director General of
Police, Union Territory of Chandigarh, and an officer of the National Investigation Agency
(NIA), not below the rank of Inspector General, nominated by the NIA Director General.
These officers apart, the new committee, the bench indicated, would include another
member, most likely the Punjab Additional Director General of Police (Intelligence).
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Defamation case: Delhi HC admits MJ Akbar’s appeal over Priya Ramani’s
acquittal
On 13 January, 2022, the Delhi High Court admitted the appeal filed by former Union
minister M.J. Akbar against a trial court order acquitting journalist Priya Ramani in a
defamation case filed by him in connection with the sexual harassment allegations
against him. Akbar had filed the defamation case against Ramani in 2018 after she
levelled sexual harassment allegations against him. The trial court had acquitted Ramani
in the case on February 17 last year. In the criminal defamation case against Ramani,
Akbar had accused her of damaging his reputation by way of tweets and articles
published in print and online media.
Ramani had levelled allegations of sexual misconduct and harassment against Akbar
during the time when the ‘MeToo’ campaign had gained momentum in India.
Representing Akbar on Thursday before the bench of Justice Mukta Gupta, senior
advocate Rajiv Nayar submitted at the outset of the hearing that the first appeal can be
admitted and a date can be set for its consideration. The court said the appeal has to be
admitted and the complainant has the right to file an appeal. While acquitting Ramani,
Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Ravindra Kumar Pandey had, in the verdict last
year, said that the court takes into consideration the “systematic abuse at the workplace”
that was prevalent, due to the lack of a mechanism to redress the grievance of sexualharassment.
Supreme Court upholds validity of OBC quota in NEET admissions
On 20 January, 2022, the Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of quota for
Other Backward Classes candidates in National Eligibility cum Entrance Test’s (NEET) All
India Quota seats for undergraduate and postgraduate medical and dental courses, noting
that “reservation is not at odds with merit” in open competitive examinations.
“If open examinations present equality of opportunity to candidates to compete,
reservations ensure that the opportunities are distributed in such a way that backward
classes are equally able to benefit from such opportunities which typically evade them
because of structural barriers. This is the only manner in which merit can be a
democratising force that equalises inherited disadvantages and privileges. Otherwise
claims of individual merit are nothing but tools of obscuring inheritances that underlie
achievements,” a Bench of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and A.S. Bopanna observed in a 106page judgment.
The court said an open competitive exam only ensures formal equality and does not end
widespread ingrained inequalities in the availability of and access to educational facilities
to certain classes of people, including the Other Backward Classes (OBC).
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SC judges irked by trolling on social media
On 30 January, 2022, the Hindu reported that Supreme Court judges seem to have a mixed
view about what is said on social media. They have often faulted social media of being a
pliant tool at the hands of forces who want to “villainise” judges, launch personal attacks
and troll them for their work. There are some who believe that an attack on judges is an
attack on the institution itself. The government has rushed to support the court. In his
Constitution Day speech in November 2021, Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana drew
attention on the “attacks on the judiciary in the media, particularly social media”.
“Physical attacks on judicial officers are on the rise. Then there are attacks on the
judiciary in the media, particularly social media. These attacks appear to be sponsored
and synchronized. The law enforcing agencies, particularly the Central agencies, need to
deal with such malicious attacks effectively. The governments are expected to create a
secure environment so that the judges and judicial officers can function fearlessly,” the
CJI exhorted.

INTERNATIONAL LAW NEWS
Cairn drops all law suits against India
On 6 January, 2022, the Prest Trust of India has reported that Britain's Cairn Energy has
dropped all lawsuits against the Indian government and its entities in courts from the US
to France and to Singapore, to now be entitled for about ₹ 7,900 crore refund of taxes that
were collected to enforce a retrospective tax demand. This is part of the settlement
reached with the government in the seven-year-old dispute over the levy of back taxes.
The company - which is now known as Capricorn Energy PLC - has withdrawn all cases
that were brought to collect the tax refund ordered by an international arbitration
tribunal after rescinding retrospective raising of demand, according to an advertisement
it issued in Indian newspapers on Wednesday.
The government had initially refused to honour the December 2020 arbitration award
but in August 2021 brought a law to scrap all retrospective tax demands and refund
money collected, after it faced prospects of assets - ranging from flats used by its
diplomatic staff in Paris and Air India planes in the US - being seized to recover the refund
due.
General Council discusses India’s call for virtual ministerial meeting on pandemic
response
On 10 January, 2022, General Council Chair Ambassador Dacio Castillo (Honduras)
convened a meeting in response to India’s proposal to hold a virtual Ministerial
Conference on the WTO’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including a proposed
waiver of relevant intellectual property protections. In her remarks, Director-General
Okonjo-Iweala called for urgent action towards a comprehensive WTO outcome on
pandemic response. “More than two years have passed since the onset of the pandemic.
The emergence of the Omicron variant, which forced us to postpone our Twelfth
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Ministerial Conference, reminded us of the risks of allowing large sections of the world to
remain unvaccinated(..) We at the WTO now have to step up urgently to do our part to
reach a multilateral outcome on intellectual property and other issues so as to fully
contribute to the global efforts in the fight against COVID-19, the Director-General said.
DG Okonjo-Iweala updated members on her efforts, together with Deputy DirectorGeneral Anabel González, “to support an informal group of members to converge around
a meaningful acceptable outcome that can be built upon by the wider membership to
bring a successful conclusion to the IP issue.” Work had continued over the holidays, she
said. ”It is slow but steady progress, and we are hopeful that this approach can help us
together find the direction we need.” She noted that while pandemic response remained
the most urgent endeavour facing WTO members, not least given the spectre of even
newer coronavirus variants, many members had reached out to her to emphasise the
importance of other items on the WTO agenda, including fisheries subsidies, agriculture
and WTO reform. She stressed that these areas remained priorities for outcomes, and
expressed hope “that we can all agree on getting results as soon as possible.”
The gathering heard a range of views on the proposed ministerial meeting, notably on
timing, issue coverage, and the need to further narrow differences in Geneva ahead of
ministerial engagement. Describing the meeting as “useful,” General Council Chair
Ambassador Castillo said he would continue to hold consultations with members on the
Indian proposal, underlining “the urgency and importance of reaching a meaningful
outcome.” A common WTO response to COVID-19 “remains an urgent priority for the
membership,” he said.
India Appeals Against WTO Dispute Panel Ruling On Sugar Subsidies
On 11 January, 2022, the Press Trust of India reported that India has appealed against a
ruling of the World Trade Organisation's trade dispute settlement panel on domestic
sugar subsidies, stating that the panel has committed "certain errors of law" in its report,
the WTO said on Tuesday. The appeal was filed by India in the WTO's Appellate Body,
which is the final authority on such trade disputes."India has notified the Dispute
Settlement Body of its decision to appeal the panel reports in the cases brought by Brazil,
Australia and Guatemala in 'India - Measures Concerning Sugar and Sugarcane," the WTO
said in a statement.
It said that given the ongoing lack of agreement among WTO members regarding the
filling of Appellate Body vacancies, there is no Appellate Body division available at the
current time to deal with the appeal. The panel in its ruling on December 14, 2021,
recommended India to withdraw its alleged prohibited subsidies under the Production
Assistance, Buffer Stock, and Marketing and Transportation Schemes within 120 days
from the adoption of this report. Ruling in favour of Brazil, Australia, and Guatemala in
their trade dispute against India over New Delhi's sugar subsidies, the WTO panel has
stated that the support measures are inconsistent with WTO trade rules.
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ICJ to start hearing Myanmar genocide case
On 19 January, 2022, the International Court of Justice, announced that it will hold
public hearings in the case concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar) from Monday 21
February to Monday 28 February 2022, at the Peace Palace in The Hague, the seat of the
Court. The hearings will be devoted to the preliminary objections raised by Myanmar. In
view of the current COVID-19 pandemic, the hearings will be held in a hybrid format.
Some Members of the Court will attend the oral proceedings in person in the Great Hall
of Justice while others will participate remotely by video link. Representatives of the
Parties to the case will participate either in person or by video link.
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