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LIFE@LAWSCHOOL
VIPS Student Law Review indexed on SCC Online
The VIPS Student Law Review (VSLR), the flagship journal of
the Vivekananda School of Law and Legal Studies (VSLLS),
Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies, New Delhi has
been indexed by SCC Online. VSLR is published annually and
is a double-blind peer reviewed journal of VSLLS. Indexing
implies that the journal meets the robust quality compliance
requirements of the
platform and is now
accessible

directly

from their website. The indexing was achieved
after an MoU was reached with SCC Online. The
VSLR, which is only in its third year of publication, is now hosted on SCC Online along
amongst the best law journals of India.
Teaching exercise for post-graduate students of VSLLS
The Law School faculty always come up
with innovative teaching pedagogies to
enhance teaching learning process.
Recently, in this context, students of
LLM took classes of BA/BBA LLB
students for a week between 6th and 8th
December, 2021. The programme was
aimed at LL.M. students of VIPS who
wish to enter the realm of academia. As
per the feedback received from LLM
and LLB students, both enjoyed and learned through the peer learning activity. It was a
great learning experience for both the LL.M. and LL.B. The main objective was achieved
as the LLM students understood the skill of teaching and imparting education. The event
was coordinated by faculty members Dr. Neelam Chawla and Ms. Lovleen Sharma.
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National Video Making Competition Facilitation Ceremony
14th December,2021
VIPS Legal Aid Centre, VSLLS in
association

with North

West

District Legal Services Authority
organized the National Video
Making Competition in September
2021. The Facilitation Ceremony
is organized at Delhi State Legal
Services Authority, Delhi on 14th
December 2021. Sh. Kanwal Jeet
Arora, Ld. Member Secretary,
DSLSA,

Sh.

Gautam

Manan, Additional

Secretary,

DSLSA, Ms. Namrita Aggarwal,
Additional Secretary, DSLSA and Sh. Abhishek Kumar, Secretary, North West DLSA graced
the event. They appreciated the efforts of all the participants and encouraged them
to work for society. The videos of the first 8 participants were played. The winners of the
competition are Mr. Vishesh Kumar and Ms. Yashi Bajpai, students of VSLLS, VIPS. Dr.
Leena Moudgil and Dr. Namrata Arora attended the event.
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Poster Making Competition for students of VSLLS
10th December 2021
The Cultural Committee of
the Vivekananda School of Law
and

Legal

Studies,

VIPS

comprising Dr. Namrata Arora
(Convenor), Ms. Prachi Jindal,
Ms. Manini Syali and Ms. Chabbi
Ojha, organised a poster making
competition
‘Green

on

the

Campus

theme
and

Environment’ on 10th December
2021 for the students of first
semester. The idea behind the
1st

Prize- Kaushiki Nayak

competition was to solicit ideas

2nd Prize- Aarohi Singh

from the students as to how a sustainable development-oriented campus should be. This also goes
in furtherance of the ideas which are
enshrined within the concept of
sustainability, since it attempts to focus
on the contribution and participation
of the successive generations in
safeguarding the earth’s resources. The
competition

witnessed

participation

from

the

maximum
first-year

students whose who have recently
started their studies at VSLLS and have
enthusiastically started partaking in

3rd Prize- Tanvi Thakran

college life and its events. Out of the
numerous entries received by the organizers, the best three were adjudged as winners. The first
position has been bagged by Kaushiki Nayak). Aarohi Singh and Tanvi Thakran followed her with the
2nd and the 3rd Position respectively.
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Statistical Analysis of Hypothesis
23rd and 24th December 2021
A Workshop on testing of Hypothesis
was conducted by the Centre for PG Legal
studies under the guidance of Prof. R
Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS and
Professor Emeritus, Prof. T.V Subbarao
from 23rd to 24th December 2021. The
Workshop was conducted by Dr P. Lavanya
Kumari , Assistant Professor and Head
Department
Applications,

of Statistics
S.

V

and

Agricultural

Computer
College,

Tirupati. The workshop focussed on testing of
Hypothesis. The students and faculty members
immensely benefitted from the insightful
sessions. Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar, Dean, VSLLS,VIPS convened the workshop.
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STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS
VSLLS Team Won the National Client Counselling Competition

The team of VSLLS, VIPS consisting of Mr. Shivam Issar and Mr. Saharsh Panjwani,
students of Semester VII, (pictured from L-R) has won the National Client Counselling
Competition organized by KLE College of Law, Navi Mumbai held from 6th December to
16th December 2021. The KLE College of Law, Navi Mumbai organized their Online
National Law Fest, by the name of E-Sparkle 2.0. The National Client Counselling Segment
primarily focused upon a wide range of laws, including but not limited to criminal law,
civil law, domestic violence and property law. There were 30 participating teams in the
preliminary rounds, out of which only three advanced for the finals.
VSLLS Student Won the 3rd Prof. V.S. Mani Memorial National Essay Competition
2021

Ms. Ambika Gupta, Semester VII, has won the 3rd Prof. V.S. Mani Memorial National Essay
Competition 2021 for the essay titled “The Great Beyond: Understanding the Intellectual
Property Rights in Outer Space”. The competition was organized by the V.S. Mani Centre

-6-

Vol. 1, Issue 12

VIPSLaw Newsletter

December 2021

for Air and Space Law, Gujarat National Law University along with the support of the
generous grant from Prof. Stephen Hobe, Institute of Air Law, Space Law and Cyber Law;
University of Cologne, Germany. Ms. Gupta has also secured first rank for her research
project titled “Crime in Cyber Space- Measures and Challenges to Control it” which she
presented to the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).
VSLLS Student’s Book got enlisted on Amazon
Ms. Chankita Malhotra student of
Semester I has authored a book titled
‘Let’s uplift her’ which has been
enlisted

on

Amazon.

The

book

highlights the problems faced by
woman in due course of her life.

VSLLS Student Promoted to Head of Compliance Branch at Youth India
Foundation

Ms. Kriti Narula, Semester III, who began her journey with Youth India Foundation as a
National Legal Member in June 2021, has been elevated to Head of Compliance Branch
for the months of October and December 2021.
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A Fifth Semester VSLLS Student has been selected as the President of Enactus VIPS

Ms. Sanskriti, Semester V, has been selected as the President of Enactus VIPS for the term
2021-2022. Enactus VIPS is a part of the Indian chapter of the global non-profit
organization called Enactus which aims to create a synergy of NextGen Leaders who are
determined towards bringing about social change in the world through their independent
projects. Along with her, Ms. Lipi Garg, Semester V, Ms. Anushka Sharma, Ms. Vani Nigam,
Ms. Siya Jinal, Ms. Suhani Gupta and Mr. Arpan Lohia of Semester III are also a part of the
society.
A First Semester Student Won the Poster Making Competition organized by the
VSLLS Cultural Committee

Ms. Kaushiki Nayak, Semester I, has won the poster making competition organized by the
VSLLS Cultural Committee.
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FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS
Prof. (Dr.) R Venkata Rao, Chairperson, VSLLS & VSES, VIPS, was invited as the Chief
Guest at the LL.M Orientation Programme organised by Chembur Karnataka College of
Law, Mumbai on 2nd December 2021. Sir spoke on ‘Post graduate studies in Law- what it
means’. Hon’ble Chairperson was also invited to deliver the Inaugural Address on ‘The
Importance of Ethics in Research’ at the 10 Day Capacity Building Programme on
Research Methodology, Publication and Research Ethics organised by HPNLU, Shimla on
13th December 2021. Sir had also delivered a lecture on ‘71 years of the Monumental
Journey of the Constitution of India- What it signifies’ at the National Webinar organised
by Government Law College, Mumbai on 16th December 2021.
Prof. (Dr.) Subba Rao, Emeritus Professor, VSLLS, VIPS had delivered a lecture on
‘Scientific Method, Ethics in Legal Research at National Law university, Delhi on 14th
December 2021. Prof. Rao was invited to deliver a lecture on ‘how to write thesis’ at NLU,
Delhi on 21st December 2021. Emeritus Prof. had delivered a lecture on ‘Research Design’
at NLU Delhi on 28th December 2021. Sir had delivered a lecture on 29th December, 2021
on the theme “Indian Constitution- A Living Document” at DKW College, Nellore, (A.P).
Prof. (Dr.) Rashmi Salpekar , Dean, VSLLS, VIPS was invited as the Resource Person for
the National Workshop on ‘Anti Human Trafficking’ in association with International
Justice Mission held on 18th December 2021.
Prof. (Dr) Shilpa Khatri Babbar is selected for deputation as a visiting
Professor of ICCR’s Chair of Indian Studies at the University of Iceland for
a period of one year commencing from January 2022.
Dr. Deepali Vashisht had acted as a Judge in 2nd National MAIMS Moot Court
Competition, 2021 held from 26th to 28th November, 2021.She had also published a paper
in IJLMH on "An Insight into the Bail Provisions: Practice and Procedure under the Code
of Criminal Procedure".
Dr.Payal Jain completed the six weeks FDP program on IPR (Advance Learning)”
commenced from December 13 -18, 2021 organized by The CIPR and DPIIT-IPR Chair at
Maharashtra National Law University, Nagpur.
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Dr. Moumita Mandal presented a paper titled: "On the Elimination of Female Genital
Mutilation: Making International Human Rights Law Work" on Human Rights Day
Webinar: Intersections of Human Rights and Criminal Law organized by Human Rights
Studies Programme &Centre for Inner Asian Studies, School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi; & Indian Law Institute, New Delhi; 9-10
December 2021.
Ms. Cheshta Dahiya was invited as a resource person to deliver lectures on the topicinterpreting the legal provision to spread awareness about rights of women on 10th
December,2021 at SDS government college Sonepat & SCR government college for
women respectively.
Ms. Manini Syali presented a paper titled 'Analysing Indian Judiciary's Human Rights
oriented approach towards SDG 6- Clean Water and Sanitation for all' at the Author's
workshop of the South Asian Colloquium for Environmental Law on 19th
December,2021.
Ms. Insha Goel Vats participated in JIBS Workshop on Green Corruption: Financial
Crimes in Illegal Wildlife Trade on 18 December 2021. She had also attended one-week
online faculty development Programme on “Digital Humanities” on 23- 29 December
2021 organised by Teaching Learning Centre, Ramanujan College in collaboration with
IGNCA, Ministry of Culture, Government of India. She had also got a Letter of appreciation
from the Editorial Board of VIPS for the peer-review process of VIPS Student Law Review,
Volume 3, bearing ISSN 2582-0311 (Print) and ISSN 2582-0303 (Online).
Ms. Ravneet Sandhu presented a paper titled “Environmental Concerns in Model BITS
of India and Sri Lanka: Expectation to Realization” along with Ms Niroshika Liyana
Muhandiram from Sri Lanka at the Author’s Workshop of South Asian Research
Colloquium on Climate Change on 20th December, 2021.
Mr. Arjun Yadav presented a paper titled "Understanding Data Protection and Privacy
Debate in Preferential Trade Agreements" at “One Day E-International Seminar on Data
Protection and Data Privacy” organized by Law Mantra, The Indian Law Institute, New
Delhi, Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Punjab, Maharashtra National Law
University-Nagpur & Advanced Centre on Research, Development & Training in Cyber
Law and Forensics, National Law School of India University, Bangalore on 18th
December, 2021.
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THINKING BOX
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 2021
Human Rights Day is observed every year on December 10 to honour the day in 1948
when the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR). The UDHR is a document which “proclaims the inalienable rights
that everyone is entitled to as a human being”- irrespective of their gender, language,
religion, race, colour, national or social origin, political or other opinions among other
statuses, according to the United Nations (UN’s) website. The UDHR is available in more
than 500 languages and is the most translated document across the globe. It continues to
be the foundation of all international human rights laws.
What are human rights?
Human rights are the rights that people simply have and are not granted by any state.
These rights are inherent to all irrespective of any of the above statuses. Human rights
range from right to life, right to food, right to education, right to health etc.
Human Rights Day 2021 theme
This year’s theme for Human Rights Day is Equality - Reducing inequalities, advancing
human rights. The theme is related to Article 1 of the UDHR which states that “all human
beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.”
Famous quotes on human rights:
Former South African president Nelson Mandela“To deny people their human rights is to challenge their very humanity.”:
Former American minister and activist Martin Luther King Jr“A right delayed is a right denied.”
António Guterres, secretary-general of the United Nations“When we achieve human rights and human dignity for all people – they will build a
peaceful, sustainable, and just world.”
Former US president John F Kennedy“The rights of every man are diminished when the rights of one man are threatened.”
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DOMESTIC LAW NEWS
Default Bail Granted to Sudha Bhardwaj in Bhima Koregaon Case
On December 1, 2021 Sudha Bharadwaj, a human rights activist and trade unionist was
granted bail by Bombay High court in 2018 Bhima Koregaon – Elgar Parishad caste
violence case. However, the eight other accused who were arrested between the period
of June to August, 2018 were denied bail by the court.
She was taken into custody by the Pune police on October 27, 2018. Upon her production
before the Additional Sessions Judge, she was remanded to 10 days custody. She filed for
bail under the Code of Criminal Procedure as the 90-day period from the date of her arrest
and production before the magistrate had expired, however the same was extended by
the Additional Sessions Judge by 90 days. A chargesheet was filed only on February 21,
2019. The advocates appearing for Ms. Bhardwaj contended before the hon’ble court that
Additional Sessions Judge was not competent to extend the detention period and to take
cognizance of the offence since he was not appointed as a special judge by Central
Government. The division bench of the High Court granted default bail and observed that
the right of Sudha Bharadwaj to seek default bail had crystallized on January 25, 2019, on
which date her earlier application was pending.
(Sudha Bharadwaj vs. National Investigation Agency and others)
Farm Laws Scrapped
On the first day of the winter session of the parliament, the disputed farm laws were
scrapped as the both the houses passed The Farm Laws Repeal Act, 2021 amid noisy
protests by the opposition. On December 2, 2021, the bill received the President’s assent.
The farmer’s union were on protest since November last year, over the passing of the
three laws. On November 19, 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced on
national television his governments’ decision to repeal the laws.
Deprivation Of Personal Liberty Cannot Be for An Unduly Long Time, Says
Supreme Court
The Supreme court observed that deprivation of personal liberty for an unduly long-time
pending trial or appeal is a violation of fundamental rights.
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The court was considering a case of a 74-year-old man, who was charged under Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 and had completed nine and a half years as an undertrial
prisoner. A division bench comprising of Justices Ajay Rastogi and Abhay S. Oka observed,
“While deprivation of personal liberty for some period may not be avoidable, the period
of deprivation pending trial/appeal cannot be unduly long. At the same time, timely
delivery of justice is part of human rights and denial of speedy justice is a threat to public
confidence in the administration of justice.”
The court noted that though the charges against the accused are serious, but the same
needs to the balanced with other factors such as period of incarnation and period in
which trial expectedly be concluded.
(Ashim @ Asim Kumar Haranath Bhattacharya @ Asim Harinath Bhattacharya @ Aseem
Kumar Bhattacharya vs National Investigation Agency)
Sex Workers Are Citizens of The Country and Entitled to Basic Amenities:
Supreme Court
Emphasising on right to food as a human right under article 21 of the Indian constitution,
the Supreme Court bench comprising of Justice L. Nageswara Rao and Justice BR Gavai,
reiterated its direction passed on October 28, 2020 order, to States and Union Territories
to supply dry rations to sex workers who have been identified by the National AIDS
Control Organisation (“NACO”) and district legal authorities without insisting on the
production of identity documents like ration card.
The court observed that obligation rests on the states and union territories to provide
basic amenities to the citizen of the country.
The case pertains to a 2010 matter, wherein a sex worker was murdered in the red-light
area in Kolkata by battering her head repeatedly against the wall and the floor of a room,
which ultimately got converted into a PIL for addressing the issues faced by sex workers.
On December 15, 2021, in the same matter, the apex court directed the States and union
territories to immediately start issuing ration card and voter IDs to the sex workers. It
observed that its earlier directions have been not complied for almost a decade. It
observed, that, “Right to dignity is a Fundamental Right that is guaranteed to every citizen
of this country irrespective of his/her vocation. There is a bounden duty cast on the
government to provide basic amenities to the citizens of this country.”
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(Budhadev Karmaskar v State of West Bengal, Criminal Appeal No(s).135/2010)
Notice issued by Supreme Court in a plea filed by Gig workers for social security
rights
On December 13, 2021, the Supreme Court issued notice in a writ petition filed by "Indian
Federation of App Based Transport Workers (IFAT)” on behalf of gig workers on the issue
of social security rights. The advocate for the petitioner submitted that, a declaration is
needed that the drivers and food delivery workers are workmen in the classical sense of
the word. It also referred to the UK Supreme Court analysis on a similar issue, pertaining
to analysis of the contract between Uber and the employee. It said, that the app workers
are eligible for social security benefits under the existing laws. The states failure to
recognize them as “unorganised workers” is a violation of article 21 of the Indian
Constitution. However, the bench led by Justice L. Nageswara Rao pointed on the
legislation Social Security Code, 2020 which contains a chapter for the welfare of “gig
workers.” The petitioners to this mentioned that they seek a declaration to recognise gig
workers as "unorganized workers" or "wage workers" within the meaning of Section
2(m) and 2(n) of the Unorganised Workers Social Welfare Security Act, 2008 and due
regard to their rights under the existing laws since the code has yet to come into effect.
(The Indian Federation of App-Based Transport Workers (IFAT) versus Union of India
and others, WP(C) 1068/2021)
Bill to raise age for marriage for women send to Standing Committee
The proposed law raising the age of marriage for women to 21 has been sent to the
Standing Committee. While introducing the Prohibition of Child Marriage Amendment
Bill, 2021, it was mentioned by Ms. Smriti Irani that, “the age of marriage should be
uniformly applicable to all religions, caste, creed, over-riding any custom or law that
seeks to discriminate against women.” The bill would also lead to amendments in various
other laws including, the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1972, Parsi Marriage and Divorce
Act, 1936, Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937, Special Marriage Act,
1954, Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, and Foreign Marriage Act, 1956. She added, that in our
democracy, such a change is required to provide equal rights to both men and women in
a marital relationship.
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Streamlining the justice delivery system under the Juvenile Justice act and
Juvenile Justice Rules, 2016: Delhi High Court issues directions
The Delhi high court had issued a series of directions to the Juvenile Justice boards as well
as the Government for streaming the process of juvenile justice delivery system.
A bench comprising Justice Siddharth Mridul and Justice Anup J Bhambhani, issued that
a rehabilitation card and individual care plan of child in conflict with law be called upon
by JJB’s for quarterly review process. It went on to say, that post release plan be modified,
monitored and implemented by the JJBs. The Delhi government was ordered to overcome
the shortfall in the officers required to be appointed. The court was hearing a matter
related to long pendency of cases due to pandemic and on- produced of children before
the JJBs. Earlier, the court had directed immediate termination of cases relating to
children in conflict with law, who were alleged to have committed petty offences and
pending inquiry for more than a year.
(Court On Its Own Motion v. State)

INTERNATIONAL LAW NEWS
ICJ indicates provisional measures to protect certain rights
December 7, 2021, THE HAGUE: The court delivered its Order on the request for the
indication of provisional measures made by the Republic of Armenia in the case
concerning Application of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination. It ordered both the Armenia and Azerbaijan, to take steps to
prevent racial incitement against one another and shall refrain from any action which
might aggravate or extend the dispute before the Court or make it more difficult to
resolve. The court noted that Azerbaijan to “Protect from violence and bodily harm all
persons captured in relation to the 2020 Conflict who remain in detention, and ensure
their security and equality before the law and Take all necessary measures to prevent the
incitement and promotion of racial hatred and discrimination, including by its officials
and public institutions, targeted at persons of Armenian national or ethnic origin.”
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It also noted that Armenia “take all necessary measures to prevent the incitement and
promotion of racial hatred, including by organizations and private persons in its territory,
targeted at persons of Azerbaijani national or ethnic origin.”
(Azerbaijan v. Armenia)
India’s Sugar subsidies are inconsistent: WTO
December 14, 2021: WTO had circulated a panel report and had asked India to withdraw
its subsidies under the Production Assistance, the Buffer Stock, and the Marketing and
Transportation Schemes.
It noted that, “India has violated its obligation under Article 18.2 of the Agreement on
Agriculture by failing to notify to the Committee on Agriculture its domestic support to
sugarcane producers subsequent to the 1995-96 marketing year, as well as its export
subsidies for sugar subsequent to the 2009-10 marketing year. We also find that by failing
to notify to the SCM Committee its export subsidies for sugar under the Production
Assistance, the Buffer Stock, the Marketing and Transportation, and the DFIA Schemes,
India has violated its obligations under Articles 25.1 and 25.2 of the SCM Agreement.”
While ruling in favour of Brazil, Australia and Guatemala in relation to the trade dispute
with India over sugar subsidies, it asked India to withdraw its subsidies without delay.
The issue started in 2019 when Brazil, Australia and Guatemala had approached the WTO
complaining against India for providing alleged support in favour of producers of
sugarcane and sugar, along with export subsidies that India allegedly provides for sugar
and sugarcane. Furthermore, Australia had requested the establishment of a Panel
following which the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) established the panel.
Said Case: Pre-Trial Chamber II partially confirms the charges and commits the
suspect to trial
9 December 2021: Pre-Trial Chamber II of the International Criminal Court, composed of
Judge Rosario Salvatore Aitala, Presiding, Judge Antoine Kesia-Mbe Mindua and Judge
Tomoko Akane, partially confirmed the charges brought by the Prosecution against Mr.
Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, a national of the Central African Republic born in Bria, and
committed him to a Trial Chamber for trial on the charges as confirmed.

- 16 -

Vol. 1, Issue 12

VIPSLaw Newsletter

December 2021

The Chamber found that there is sufficient evidence to establish substantial grounds to
believe that Mr. Said was a senior member of the Seleka coalition and is criminally
responsible, under articles 25(3)(a) (direct co-perpetration) and 25(3)(b) (ordering or
inducing) of the Rome Statute, for crimes against humanity (imprisonment or other
severe deprivation of physical liberty, torture, other inhumane acts and persecution) and
war crimes (torture, cruel treatment and outrages upon personal dignity) committed at
the Office Central de Répression du Banditisme (Central Office for the Repression of
Banditry, the "OCRB") in Bangui (CAR) between 12 April 2013 and 30 August 2013
against detained persons perceived as supporters of former President Bozizé.
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